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The SPEAKER, took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the M1inister for Works: Map of

route of proposed railway from Southern
Cross to Bullfinch.

By the Mlinister for Lands: Annual re-
part of Woods. and Forests Department
for 1909-10.

EXPLANAT1ON-AIARZNE ASSES-
SORS' QUALIFICATIONS.

The PREIER (Hotn. Frank Wilson):
With reference ton my answers to the
questions submitted to me by the member
for Albany on the 1st November, relat-
ing to nautical assessors, I regret that an
error was, unfortunately, made in the in-
formation supplied to mue by the depart-
ment concerned, in regard to the ter
during which Captain MeConnachy held
a certificate as master. It apears that
Captain MeCounachy first obtained his
master's certificate in Adelaide in October,
1869, and, subsequently, a master's certi-
ficate in London in August, 1883, so that
he was the possessor of such a certificate
for 41 years, instead of 27 years, inas-
muchi as the South Australian certificate
was omitted. I make this explanation at
the request of Captain MeConuachly, who
has written me on the subject.

PROCEDURE AS TO URGENCY
MOTIONS.

Mr. TROY ('Mt. Mfagnet) : I desire to
miove the adjournment of the House onl a
matter of urgency.

Mr. SPEAKER?: I have not yet called
for questions to he answered.

One question having been asked and
answered,

Mr. SPEAKER said: I mnade a mis-
take in reg-ard to the point raised by the
member for M1t. 'Magnet; his notice to
move the adjournment of the House.
should have preceded the questions on the-
Notice Paper,

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY,
CLAREMONT.

Mr. FOPULES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Hlas anl analysis been made of
the water supplied by the Claremont
Water Works 9 2, Does the Minister in-
tend to lay on the Table of the House a
report of any analysis so made?5 3, What
is the average temperature of the water
when pumped into the Congdon-street
tank? 4, Is the 'Minister aware that fre-
quent complaints are made by users of
the water that it is unfitted for domestic
and gardening purposes9 5, Will the
Minister cause inquiries to be made to
ascertain if any steps can be taken to
improve the quality of the waterl

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, Yes. 2, Yes, if so ordered. .3,
Average temperature when pumped in,
103, Fahr. Average temperature when
supplied for reticulation, 70 to .90, Fahr.
4, Some complaints hare been'receirecl as
regards action on delicate plants, hut
since the inception of the cooling plant,
they hare been very few. The -water is
idenitical in type, and equally as favour-
able to plants, as that used at the Zoo-
logical Gardens. 5, The water is potable,
but further reservoir and cooling capacity
will he added as the consumption increa-
ses.

URGENCY MOTION-PUBUIC SER-
VANTS AND DEFENCE FORCES.

Suspension of Prison Officials.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received notice

from the member for Mt. 'Maw ,
net that be desires to move
the adjournment on a matter
of urgent public importance, to draw
pttention to the suspension of two officers
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and the treatment of a number of other
warders employed at the Fremantle gaol.
Those in favour of the motion being pro-
ceeded with will rise in their places.

Seven members having risen in their
places,

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) said: I de-
sire to move the adjournment of the
House to protest against the action of
the Government in suspending two of the
principal warders at Fremantle and
threatening a number of others with dis-
missal. I regret I was unable to give the
Premier that length of notice I would like
to have given in ordinary conditions; but
I understood yesteirday that the member
for Fremantle (Mir. Murphy) intended
to move the adjournment of the House
in order to have this very important mat-
ter discussed; and as he is the repre-
sentative of the district, I was prepared
to give way to him had that been his in-
ten tion. However, I learned later on it
was not his intention to move the adjourn-
ment, and I thought it desirable to move
in the matter myself.

The Premier: The member for Fremian-
tie was going to ask some questions with-
out notice.

Mr. TROY : There may have been
some arrangement on the part of
the member for Fremantle in regard
to his intention, and he may have
preferred . to ask questions without
notice ; but the point involved is
of the utmost importance, and cannot be
dealt with properly by asking questions,
but must he dealt with by this House, as
it affects an important principle and the
interests of Australia generally. Trouble
arose in the first place in connection with
the suspension and dismissal of Warder
'Wlise, who was ernplued as a warder in
the Fremantle prison. I have on the
Notice Paper a motion asking for the re-
instatement of that official, and, there-
fore, I do not intend to discuss any mat-
ters concerning him, but at the same time
I must, during the course of my remarks,
ma'ke Some reference to his ease, because
it has a distinct bearing on the recent
action taken at Fremantle. It will be
remembered that on the 19th October the
Hon- S_ W. Kir-wan asked the Colonial

Secretary certain questions in another
place; the questions were as follows:-

1. Whether the report was correct
that Warder Wise, of the Fremantle
prison staff, was dismissed for having
disobeyed an order of the Comptroller
General in refusing to sever his con-
nection with the military authorities?
2, If there was any truth in the report,
what were the facts7 3, Whether in
view of the possibility of such a report
creating doubt in the minds of Govern-
ment servants as to the attitude of the
Government towards those of them 'who
have already joined or are desirous of
joining the defence forces, would the
Ministry give -the assurance that the
action of Government servants joining
the militia or volunteers met with their
warm approval19 The Ron. J. D. Con-
no]lly replied as follows -1 and 2, Yes,
the exigencies of the prison service nie-
cessitated the Comptroller General of
Prisons requesting the resignation from
the defence force of two warders em-
ployed in the Fremantle prison as it
interfered with their duties as warders.
One of the two wardens affected by the
instructions sent in his resignation; the
other, Warder Wise, though warned of
the consequences, persisted in refus-
ing. 3, Yesprovided such service does.
not interfere with their duty to the de-
partment in which they are employed.
The Commonwealth Government, how-
ever, have recognised -the difficulties at-
tending the disciplinary staff of pris-
ons, and the amending Defence Bill
provides, inter alia, for the exemption
from service of persons employed in
the Police Or prison service, etc.

A further question was asked by the Hon.
J1. W. Ktirwan on the 25th October nis fol-
laws:-

1, Whether, in connection with the
statement of the Colonial Secretary on
October 28 that two wardens employed
in the Fremantle prison had been asked
to resign from the defence force -as it
interfered with their duties and that
one of them named Wise had been dis-
missed for refusing to resign, the Min-
ister had noticed the following state-
ment madie in the Commonwealth Par-
liament by Senator Needham on Octo-
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ber 19 and published in the West Aus-
tral"a 'of October 20 :-"The man in
question (Wise) had been employed as
a warder in the Fremantle prison for
three years and a half, and two years
ago he joined the Australian Garrison
Artillery. Sometimes lie was on night
duty and sometimes on day duty. When
on the former he attended parades on
Sunday afternoon, and when on the
latter he attended parades one night in
the week. During hit; period of ser-
vice as a soldier he bad not asked for
one minute's leave to attend to his
duties as a member of his corps. He
-was told by the prison authorities that
the fact of his attending these drills
and parades was interfering- with his
duties as a prison warder, and he was
asked to resign either from the forces
or from his .position in the prison.
Warder 'Wise declined to do either, in
niew of the fact that he had discharged
his duties as a member of the Garrison
Artillery during his leisure hours"? 2,
Would the Minister secure from the
Comptroller General specific instances
of where Warder Wise's duties as a
member of the defence force inter-
fered with his duties as a wvarder? 3,
What reply had been sent to the talc-
gramn sent by the Minister for Defence
on 13th instant respectfully urging re-
consideration of the case in the inter-
ests of the defence of the Common-
wealth?~ The Hon. J. D). Connolly re-
plied as follows :-1, Yecs, T ihaxe no-
ticed the report of the statement re-
'ferred to, but it does not appear 4o
have been made in connection w-ith any
statement of the Colonial Secretary.
2, His duties as warder were interfered
with by having to be granted time off;
to change duties with brother officers;
and having frequently. whilst on night
duty, required his hours of duty
changed to enable him to attend to
his military duties, which was unfair
to the other officers, and naturally
caused discontent. 3, Following is the
-text of the reply sent :-"Regret delay
replying your telegram thirteenth.
Warder Wise was requested to resign
military forcs. as duties interfered
with prison duties. State Commandant

was consulted, and agreed without hesi-
tation to grant free discharge, recog-
nising nature of two duties must clash.
See Section 77, amendment Defence
Act. Wise was warned of consequence,
bat persisted in refusing, and was dis-
missed for disobedience of orders of
the Comptroller General. In view of
the section referred to, there appear to
be no rounds for reconsideration."

That apparently was a very definite reply
by the Colonial Secretary to the enquiries
made by 11~r. Kirwan, The statement was
to the effect that the duties of Warder
Wise as a member of the military forces
had iiiterfei'red with his duties as a war-
der and that his fellow servants had been.
petialised in consequence. That would
have been allowed to pass had it not been.
that the warders at Freman tle were not
made of the material that the Comptroller
General and the Colonial Secretary
thought they were, for, unlike many civil
servants, they took a determined step and
gave the following most emphatic denial
to the answers made by the Colonial Sec-
retary. The letter was written by a num-
ber of the warders at Fremantle and it is
addressed, "To whom. it may concern.''

WeP the undersigned members of the
Fremantle prison staff, enter our em-
pliatir denial of, and protest againtst,
tie statement made by the Colonial
Secretary in reply to questions asked
by Mrf. Kit-wan, M.L.C. We also state:
1, That 'Warder Wise's military duties
did not in any way interfere with his
duties as a warder. 2. On no occasion
did Warder Wise chang-e dulties with
anyv one of his brother officers for the
purpose of attending military duties. 3,
On no occasion hare Warder Wise's
hours of duty been altered to permit
hini attending milhry duties. 4, No
discontent existed among the officers
concerning Wise's military and prison
duties. 5. Warder "Wise's military
duties were at all times performed in
his own time." The signatures attached
to the document are as follows :-Geo.
Dyrnnclc. P. WV. David 'McLaren. V.
Harnier. J1. R?. Whvte, H. S. Wisdom,
A. E. Bates, J. O'Connor. J. Canavan.
S. W. Fielding, T. 3. Pinston, AA.
Frank, 3. E. Gurney, J1. Featherston.
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A. Loveday, B, Hodges, P.W., H. H.
Smith, G. T. Leslie, J. A. Harders, T.
J. Bolder, 1,. S. Barlow, and J. T'.
Munaro.

No person ini this Assembly Could take
any exception to the warders having made
that emphatic denial. It was what would
have been expected from any honourable
body of -mna because a statement,
coming from. the Colonial Secretary and
going out to the country would itndoubt-
edly mislead the people regarding the true
position of affairs. I want to commend
these warders despite~ the fact that their
action has met with the disapproval of
the Comptroller General and the Govern-
ment, for the action they have taken in
this connection. A great many officers
situated in the same position would bare
merckv said, "It is no business of ours
and if wve take up the attitude of disput-
ing what the Colonial Secretary has said,
'ye will have things made hot for us in
the future.'' I am gl]ad to say
that the warders did not take uip
that position. They determined that
no matter what the consequences
might be they would put before
the people of the country the truth with
regard to the dismissal of Warder Wise.
As a result of this action on their part we
have another arbitrary and most tryanni-
cal procedure taken by the Government
through their officer, Mr. Octavius Burt,
an action taken because the warders had
the temerity in following the course
which they did. The letter which they
received from the sheriff is as follows:-

To Warder-. By the publication
in the public Press of a communication
signed by yourself and other warders
as relating to matters conected with the
business of the Freman tie gaol, you
have rendered yourself liable to dis-
missal under gaol regulations 28, 29,
and 35,. and you are hereby called upon
to at onice place in writing anything
You may have to say why you should
not be dealt with accordingly.
(Signed) Oct. Burt.

I understand, moreover, that this person,
Mr. Octavius Burt, visited the prison and
had the warders carpeted before him.

Mr. Bolt on: Just like a lot of school
boys.

.Mr. TiROY: - r. Burt took them to
task- for their temerity in having disputed
the replies given by the Colonial Secre-
tary. This set on the part of the sheriff
is reminiscent of old penal despotism,
reminiscenit of the convict days which it
would appear are still with us, and ap-
parentlv we have among us still a number
of officials who adhere to the policy car-
ried out by the administration during the
time that Western Australia was a
Crown colony. Unfortunately, too, we
have the spectacle of a Government
wvhiei, despite the progress maade
by the people in the State, has
itself made no progress and adheres
to these absurd regulations. I can-
not see how the Government can be
divorced from the action of the Comp-
troller General It must be remembered
the Comptroller General would never have
had the courage to take action in sus-
pending the officials had it not been that
in the first instance in connection with
the dismissal of Warder Wise he -was
backed up by the Colonial Secre-
tary and the Government. There
is no doubt about that fact. The
fact that Warder Wise was dis-
missed proves that the Comptroller
General was backed uip by the Colonial
Secretary and if further proof is re-
quired we have the answers given by the
Colonial Secretary to the enquiries made
by Mr. Kirwan and which, by the way,
have been proved to be absolutely incor-
rect. Since then two of the principal offi-
cers who put their signatures to the re-
futation have been suspended and'that is
the position we have to-day. It is
therefore to draw the attention of the
House and the country to the existing
position of things that I have moved the
adjournment. The people of Fremantle,
I amn glad to say, have not allowed this
matter to pass without some protest. A
public meeting was held on Sunday after-
noon, when the following resolution was
cardied :

That this meeting affirms the right
of every public servant to exercise his
personal liberty during his own time,
without official interference, and ex-
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presses its sympathy with 'Mr. J. Wise
in his unjust dismissal by the Wilson
Government. It appreciates the manly
action of the Fremantle prison -warders
in defending M. Wise against the uin-
founded charges and misleading state-
ments made by the Government officials.
It learns with indignation that these
men are now being punished by the
offiis, and strongly urges the Govern-
ment to arrange for an immediate and
independent inquiry into the whole
question. That copies of the foregoing
resolutions he conveyed to the Premier
and to the leader of the Opposition.

That motion was moved and seconded by
residents of Fremantle and it was carried
by a large majority; therefore it deserves
the consideration of the House and hon.
member;, no matter on what side they
may sit. What has been the attitude of
the Government right through, and can
the Government be held responsible for
that which has occurred in the Fremantle
prison? In the first place T insist that
-while the Colonial Secretary is a member
-of the Government, the Government must
accept the whole responsibility. The Col-
onial Secretary placed an interpretation
upon the Defence Act which Senator
Pearce, the 'Minister for Defence,
pointed out was absolutely incorrect.
He pointed out that Warder Wise -was
exempt from service as a member of the
Commonwealth defence forces because
hie was a warder employed in the Fre-
mantle prison by the State Government.
Senator Pearce points out that this is not
so, that he is only exempt in time of wvar,
and not in time of peace. As a result,
there is no exemption, so far as Warder
Wise is concerned, in regard. to service
in the Commonwealth military forces.
Senator Pearce went on to say that he
had made inquiries in the other States to
see if the same attitude was adopted there
as was adopted by the Western Austra-
lian Government. He learned that in
Victoria and Tasmania no ohstacle was
placed in the way of warder,- being memn-
bers of the defence forces: in New South
Wales no general embargo wvas exercised,
each case being considered on its merits,
while in South Australia the question
bad never been raised. The Western Aus-

tralian Government, therefore, have ap-
parently taken a course not followed by
any other State Government, they have
placed an embargo on these officers, a
course which has not been followed by
'the Governments of the Eastern States.
Now, if it has not been found necessary
in the Eastern States for the respective
Governments to prevent prison -warders
serving in the Common wealth forces, then
such a necessity cannot exist in Western
Auistralia. Not only have the Western
Australian Government taken up the atti-
tude of penalising their employees for
rendering patriotic service, but they have
failed in courtesy to Senator Pearce, for
they allowed his telegqrm to remain for
over a week before replying to it. Ac-
cording to the Defence Act a private em-
ployer can be fined if he penalise an em-
ployee for serving in the Commonwealth
defenlce forces; and while it may be diffi-
cult to penalise the Crown, I do not think
-the Western Australian Government
should be exempt from all penalty in re-
gard -to t'heir action in this case. At the
bottom of the whole business lies a paltry
spirit of parochialism and jealousy. It
has ibeen the common practice of the petty
conservative Governments of this State,
and other Australian States, to annoy the
Commonwealth Government by a policy of
pin-pricking- in an endeavour to nullify the
good work done for the defence of Aus-
tralia. If I eared to continue I could re-
count a number of instances in which this
Government, and every like Government,
have adopted a parochial spirit and jeal-
ous attitude in regard to the defence work
of the Commonwealth Government. Even
in regard to the old-age pensions we know
that an endeavour was made to involve
the Commonwealth Government in diffi-
culty, for the Full Court was appealed to
in an effort to prove that the Surplus
Revenue Bill was unconstitutional. Right
through Australia wve find, except in con-
nection with defence matters, every petty
conservative Government doing their
best by a pin-prick policy to involve the
Commonwvealth Government in diffi-
culties. Here in Western Australia,
only in regard to defence, the Gov-
ernment, who talk patriotism on every
occasion do their best to prevent the pee-
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pie rendering pat-riotie service to the
country, did their utmost at -the last Fed-
eral elections to deprive the Common-
wealth G-overnment of money with which
to finance their proposals; and in the same
spirit they are preventing their officers
from serving in the defence forces of
Australia, They have done their utmost
to dissuade their servants from joining
the defence forces, and have even gone to
the extremity of penalising them, as in
the case of Warder 'Wise who -was dis-
missed for standing uIP for -a principle,
and whio should -be supported by every
member of the Assembly, and, indeed, all
the people of Western Australia with
patriotic feelings. A Government that
would penalise their officers for engaging
in any scheme for the .defence of the
country -are not doing their duty by the
people. and are not deserving of the sup-
port of memrbers of the House. In Great
Britain the territorial forces were much
injured -by -the meanness of the private
employer; but while tihe private employer
in Australia is willing to allow his em-
ployees to serve, sometimes at oousider-
able inconvenience to himself, we find that
the Western Australian Government are
the only Government penalising- their offi-
cers for carrying- out a patriotic duty.
Should not a prison warder be given th
same consideratioa as any other person9
Is he to he expected to work 24 hours a
day for seven days a week; is he to have
no time in whichbhe can, if he desires,
engage in recreation, which in this case
took the form of serving wi'th the mili-
tary forces; is he not to -be permitted to
serve with the defence forces, not to be
entitled to the consideration given to
every- other person of the community, no
matter -whether a civil servant or a Pi--
rate individual? I contend it is very
necessary that this matter should have the
fullest discussion. It has already been
discussed in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, and the attention of the people of
Australia has been drawn to it- It is of
vLital concern to the people of the Com-
monwealth, for it affects a great prin-
ciple, not only the principle of the
defence of the Commonwealth, but the
pr-inciple of Whether a servant of the

Crown is a servant whose whole time
must be at the beck and call of the Comp-
troller General; or whether, on the ether
hand, hie is entitled to the same considera-
tion as is afforded to every other in-
dividual. I insist that he should be
entitled to such consideration, and
that the Parliament will lay it down
once for all that if the Government
of IWestera Australia intend to pen-
alise their servants and the people of
the Commonwealth, the Parliament will
not support that action for one moment.
It is the duty of members to take action
at once, and I hovpe they will not lose
this opportunity of expressing their em-
phatic opinions regarding the attitude of
tihe Government. if we have civil ser-
vants who, like the Comptroller General,
put false wyords into the mouth of the
Colonial Secretary, -those officers should
be punished ; and if We have a Colonial
Secretary -who has ut the backbone to
punish those officers it is high time the
Government asked for the resignation of
that Minister, and put another. person
in his place who -would see that 'the will
of the people is carried into effect. If
there is a Government to-day who support
the arbitrary action of the Comptroller
General in regard to the penadising of
these warders, and the dismissal of War-
der Wise, it is the duty of the Houlse to
turn that Government out of office; and
in doing so members will be supported by
the People not onl1Y of Western Australia
bitt of the whole Commonwealth. The
Premier may laugh, feeling, f suppose,
that he will be able 'to talk this Assembly
over as he may have been able -to satisfy
the member for Fremantle;, hut he wrill
find on this side no dumb-driven cattle;
there are members here who will insist
that the puhlie service shall get faipr treat-
ment, who will see that the regulations
of the old convict days arc no longer re-
quired. It is their duty to vote for the
motion. I beg to miove-

That the House do now, adjiourn.

.Mr. MURPHY (Fremantle) : Without
assuming any more importance than at.
taches to the humble position of member
for Fremantle, I may say I have asked
the Premier to let me be the first speak-

1453



2454[ASSEMBLY-]

er after the mover of the motion. The
mover is quite right in his inference that
it was my intention to move the adjourn-
ment of the House myself if certain
things did not take place. The moment
-this trouble took place in Fremantle,
by which the two principal warders
were suspended and 19 others re-
ceived written notice that unless they
could satisfy the Comptroller General
with their reasons why a particular
document 'had been signed and pub-
lished they were liable to dismissal
-it may be strange, but the warders
placed themselves in communication wvith
me. A meeting was held on Saturday
night, at which 17 warders attended.
The warders desired that until my efforts
failed no publicity should be given to
the matter, no public meeting be held to
air their grievances, no house-top cries
uttered. From that meeting two men
wecre sent to the Fremnantle Trades Hall
with the object of, if possible, stopping
the Sunday afternoon mee ring.

Mr. Angwin: The Trades Hall had
nothing to do with it.

Mr. M~lURPHlY: 1 am just telling you
what took place at the meeting which I
attended. Let me get away from this
particular question and refer somewhat
personally to my action as regards the
dissatisfaction that existed in thie Fre-
mantle gaol long before I was elected
a member of the House, and to what I
have attempted to do since I hare occu-
pied the position. Immediately after my
election I had interview after interview
with warders who came to my house
making certain complaints. Two of the
members opposite will remember that
the flrst thing I did after being sworn
in was to ask them if they would con-
sent to sit on a select committee for
which I purposed to move with the ob-
ject of inquiring into the working of the
Fremnantle gaol. I asked two members
on that side opposite, and two here. fol-
lowing the usual course that prevails in
New South WYales, and presuming that I
would be appointed as chairman of the
committee. At the request of our late
Premier, Sir Newton Moore, I allowed
that intention to move for a select com-

mit tee to -ro by the board for the time
being.

M~r. Johnson: You have let too many
intentions go.

Air. 'MURPHY: Probably. Time went
on and a change of Government took
place, so far, at least, as the Premier
,was concerned. Then the request I made
to the late Premier I made to our pre-
sent Premier, V%% Wilson, substantiating
the grounds for an inquiry. What was
the result? Mr. Wilson listened to what
1 had to say and to what the Colonial
Secretary had to say-neither of us
knowing& anything beyond -what we had
been told-I dare say that with all due
respect. I am told by the warders and
the Colonial Secretary is told by his
officers. The Premier immediately recog-
nised that the position was serions en-
ough, anyway, to have some inquiry, and
over a month ago Mr. Still was appointed
as a special commissioner to make in-
quiry into the working of the Fremantle
Gaol.

Mr. Collier: Has that inquiry been
held?1

Mfr. VURPIT1PY: No; but that just
shows that at least I have not been idle.

Mr. Scaddan: You hare evidently been
pretty idle during the last mionth.

Mr. MURPHY: WiyI
M r. Seaddan: In not keeping them up

to the inquiry.
Mr. MURPHY: Let the bon. mem-

ber take it up and try. I remember a
previous member for Fremantle (Mr.
Needhanm) who was three years at it and
did nothing at all.

'Mr. Gill: He was only here for 16
months.

xMr. %fLMPRY: Well, 16 months. The
reason why the inquiry was not held has
nothing at all to do with the motion now
before the House. At that meeting on
Saturday nigt-and I -want to make it
clear not only to the House, but also to
the country,, bow that letter came to be
signed-at that meeting of 17 warders,
Warder Wise was present-I would like
the imember for Mount Magnet to listen
to this statement-and in my presence
be was told that when be asked for those

sintrsand obtained them he did so
tinder the promise that the document was
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not to go into the public Press. Those
warders told Warder Wise that 'had
they known that document was to be
published they ncver would have signed
it. It was obtained from those men for
private information.

Air. Hudson: The question is whether
it was accurate or not.

Mr. MURPHY: I will deal with that
by and by, but I do not want any credit
t., be given to those men other than that
they willingly signed the document
knowing that it was never to be pub-
lished.

Mir. Holman: They knew they would
be ''shot out.''

AMr. MUfRPI{Y: Now, we come to what
t(,ok place last Saturday. Two principal
warders were suspended, and 19 others
got notice of dismissal unless they satis-
fled the Comptroller General that their
action was in keeping with his notions.
Unless I had known befoie I came into
this House that the two principal wvar-
ders had been reinstated, and that so far
as the other 19 are concerned a reply
which I had drafted, and which they all
signed, bad been accepted, I would cer-
tainly have moved the adjournment of
the House. Those men have been rein-
stated without any stain on their char-
acter.

A4j. Bolton: Is that to end it?9
Mr. MURPHY: So far as my action

was concerned, and so far as the promise
I gave to them was concerned, T per-
formed my duty. I do not see how any-
one could expect that after obtaining the
promise which I did obtain I could stand
uip in this Chamber and move the ad-
bournment of the House about something
with which I had not been connected at
all.

Air. Troy: Whose is the blunder?
Mir. MU RPHY: Let- us not forestall

matters. Let mue say- that the general ad-
ministration of the prisons in this State
does not end with that matter. I am
prepared to give notice later on this
evening to ask the Government a straight
out question as to whether they are pre-
pared to appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire not only into the working of the
Fremnantle gaol but also into the general
prison system of the whole of Western

Australia, and I feel that the appoint-
ment of such a commission would give
satisfaction, if not to all, at any rate to
the general community of this State. I
only rose to say that so far as I am per-
sonally concerned I have not neglected
my promise to the men, my duty to my
constituents, or my duty to the State as
a humble member of this House.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson):
I regret that the hon. member who has
moved this motion did not give me some
longer notice in order that I might go
carefully into the files and see the exact
bearing of the case on which he had
moved the adjournment of the House-
Naturally one cannot in half an hour,
which is about the time lie gave me, in-
quire fully into the matter.

Mr. Holman: There haes been notice in
the Press for the last two dlays.

The PREMIER: I have had no notice
in the Press during Fhe last two days at
all. If the hon. member had taken the
ordinary course and told ie this morninir
early, I should have had an opportunity
of getting a fall grip of bhe matter.

Mr. Troy: I gave you the same notice
that I gave myself.

The PREMIER: The hon. member has
had the subject under his cousideration
since Saturday' last, judging by the news-
paper acoceints of what hans taken place.

31r. Troy: Pardon me! I have not.
The PREMIER. The bon. member for

Fremantle came to me shortly after one
o'clock to-day and mentioned that he was
going to ask a question without notice as
to what had been done in regard to the
warders. I said, "Very well, I will tell
the House what has been done in regard
to the warders." He also said that he
would like to get some information in re-
gard in a proposal for the appointment of
a Royal Commission regarding the work-
ing of the goals generally. I said, "Very
well, if you like to ask a question I will
give you a reply)' That does not take
much looking into. If an inquiry has
been held in regard to charges against
officials, I can certainly give the inforina-
tion without any' undue notice. But. whe,
an lion, member uses that to ventilate the
question of Warder Wise's dismissal, in
regard to which he bad previously tabled
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a notice, it becomes a larger question,
and requires more study and attention.
Let mue say at once that I am sorry he
has taken up the position he has done,
and not confined himself absolutely to the
action in connection with the 21 wvarders
who signed a certain document which was
duly published in the Press. Now I have
left Warder Wise out of the question alto-
get'her. I admit that the two questions
have perhaps some intimate connection.
As the bon. member stated the warders
hay? apparently taken this action at the
request of Warder Wise and as a protest
against the treatment of Warder Wise,
and therefore to that extent the bon. mem-
ber was justified in referring to Warder
Wise's case. But, let us first deal with
the matter of the 21 warders. Here we
have the position as I have culled it from
the Press. and also certain resolutions sent
tol me from tile meeting held in Freman-
tie onl Sunday afternoon last. These reso-
lutions I received when I went to my
office this morning, having been out of
town for part of Sunday and the whole
of Monday. The Press, I see, published
a statement of this indignation meeting
at Fremantle, and published in extenso
the document which these warders signed,
the letter wvhich the Comptroller General
of Prisons wrote to the warders, and also,
of course, some very warm speeches by
the chairmnan (Mr. Carpenter) and Messrs.
Angwin and Bolton in reference to the
matter under consideration. Let me point
out to hon. members that no matter what
opinions they may hold with regard to
the treatment of Warder Wise, I think
they must concede at any rate that the
action of these other warders, if it had
been taken knowingly, and with a full
knowledge of what it meant, and that
their statement was goiing to be published
in the Press, is a reprehensible one in
the extreme.

Mr. Troy: A very courageous one.
lThe PREMIER: No, not courageous.

Now, let us take the wording of the docu-
muent. It commences-

To whom it may concern.
That is thle whole world at large. There
is no question of keeping a document of
that sort secret, and it is passing strange
to me that any warder could have signed

that document and thought it was not
going to be published. It goes on to
say-

We, the undersigned members of the
Fremnantle prison staff, enter our em-
phatic denial of and protest against the
statement made by the Colonial Secre-
tary in reply to questions asked by
Mr. Kirwan, M.L.C.
Mr. Holman: Why should they not?
The PRflflIER: It must be obvious

why they should not. The individual
warders could not possibly know that the
statement was absolutely untrue; they
could only know so far as their own
individual experience went that they
bad not been called upon to take
up duty on account of Warder Wise
being away on military service, and
that so far as they knew there
bad not been caused any discontent. I
have the papers here, and I have occupied
the few minutes during wvhich the mover
was speaking, to turn uip Warder Wise's
applications for leave, So far as that
goes, whether they were granted or other-
wvise, Warder Wise made application, and
yet these warders declare that the state-
ment of the Colonial Secretary is untrue.
That is only one point in passing, but
no matter whether it was true or untrue,
will lion. members tell me that it is in
accordance with the discipline of a gaol,
a police force, or an army, that the men
should give the lie direct to their superior
officer in a statement such as this?

Mr. Angwin: Yes, if he tells a lie.
The PREMIER: If that is to be the

case, then good-bye to discipline for ever.
We will have mob rule.

Mr. Angwin: How is the Minster to
know the truth unless he is told*?

The PREMIER: I will give the hon.
member something from the file in
Warder Wises own handwriting, so that
he will see that it is true so far as I have
it in the files.

Mr. Bolton: You are quibbling like the
Minister.

The PREM1IER: The hon. member is
becoming offensive.

Mr. SPEAKER :The hon. member
must withdraw that statement.

Mr. Bolton: If it is offensive I will
withdrew time statement That be is quib-
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huing, hot later on I will have something
more to say; bie knows what I mean.

The PREMIER: Alter giving the lie
direct to the M1inister-of course the Min-
h~ter cannot personally be oognisant of
what takes place, he must rely on his
Offhcials, but let me say at once that if I
find that the Comptroller General, or any
other official in connection with this mat-
ter, has -wilfully or knowingly misin-
formed the Mlinister in regard to this
or any other matter, I will be the very
first man to say he must get out.

Mr. Angwin: They led him astray. I
have given proof of that to the Minister
myself. I wrote to the Minister d~rawing
his attention, aud he admitted he did not
know the statement was unbtue.

The PREMIER: Of course I cannot
reply to tfhat. I know nothing about those
communications. It is impossible for me
tn do so. At the outside I have only bad
ten minutes to look up the matter, and
then I ami interrupted by statements I
know nothing about. I was saying that
if the Comptroller General has wilfully
and knowingly misled the Minister, he is
not fit for his position.

Mr. Scaddan. You do not want to be
too explicit about what you will do. If
it is proved, you might be put in a diffi-
cuilt position.

The PR.EMIER: Let uts come back to
this statemeniL They state first that War-
der WVise's -military duties did not inter-
fere in any way with his duty as a war-
der; that is, in their humble opinion. It
may be so in tthe individual opinion of
wrarders, but I ask reasonable people who
is to be thie judge as to whether they do
interfere wvith his duties as warder. Who
is to be the judge, his fellow warders, or
his superior officers controlling the de-
partment-the Comptroller General, or
the principal gaoler, Mr. George. Who
is to judge? -Surely to goodness it mugt
be admitted that if one warder is to be
permitted 'to give the necessary time to
defence force purposes, which amounts to
several days in the year, to say nothing
about odd hours off, all the warders of
the institution could claim the same right;
and no matter how the Government might
be inclined, and are inclined and willing

to help forward the defence movement-
they have always shown bhavt inclination
-if the whole of bhe wiarders of the gaol
were called out to attend to military
duties what would become of the duties.
inside the walls of the gaol? Whereas
it might be easy enough to put up with
one indlividual warder joining the de-
fence forces, and perhaps be easy enough
to arrange for him to abteid the different
functions and the different drills in con-
nection with the fo-rces, and easy enough
to give him -the necessary weekt or 14
days, or whatever the time is, to attend
camp once a year ini connection wi4th his
post as a mremnber of Lthe defence forces,
yet hou. memrbers must see at once it
would be absolutely impossible to give
every warder in the institution the same
riglht and the same privilege, or the-
prson would be left unproteeted, left
withoot officials. The same thing applies
to the -police force. We cannot expect
that the police officers are to be permitted
to become members of the defence forces
in the same way as the ordinary civilian,
for the reason that tbeir duties in the
protection of the life and property of
citizens demand that they shall be else-
where; an~d if we give one member thpL
opportunity of -being absent we must
give it to all, and there would be no police
force. A~in, let me paint out that it is
not v-ery arbitrary to take tip this stand,
for the reason -that both warders and
members of the police force are naturally
trained men. They are practically all oni
a sen-war fooling, if I may use the
term; -they know how to bhadle firearms;
the 'y are skilled in rifle shooting and they
are, disciplined in drill. So we have in
these men already, without the annual
traininig which the ordin-ary citizen must
go0 throughi to makc himi at all competent
or desirable as a member of the defence
forces, mnen fairly-well trained and dis-
ciplined for use in case (if war, or in case
their services should be demanded on an
emergency.

'Mr. Seaddan: It is a matter for the
Common wealth to decide, not for us.

The PREM1IER: It is not a matter
for the Commonwealth; it is the right of
the State to control its own servants.
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Mr. Scaddan: It is the right of the
Commonwealth to decide who shall de-
fend the country.

The PREMIER:- No. Every man must
defend the country, I do not care what
lie is. I cannot be called upon to take
this military service, I am over the age,
but I can b called upon to defend the
country. The hon. member put it that
thiese warders were entitled to the same
consideration as other people. I admit it
at once. I admit that warders and civil
servants and members of the police force
are all eiptitled to the same consideratiion
as citizens outside flhe public service; hut
at the same time, let me say again, duty
must be observed; and if we are to have
that efficient service in State departments
we are entitle to, 'then we must not per-
mit the two duties to clash and interfere.
We cannot have dual command and con-
tral over these men, and the Commandant
himself on these papers has recognised
that. When he was appealed to lie came
to see the Minister and had a long con-
versation with him in regard to the mat-
ter; an~d lie also onl one occasion, I be-
lieve, called upon me at my office in ref-
erence to the point:. -and lhe said at once
that lie realised that the two duties must
of necessity clash, and therefore, so far
as he was conerlned, he was quite pre-
pared to grant 'the necessary disdlharge to
Warder Wise in order that the warder
miight resign his position in the defence
forces. This came about heceanse War-
der Wise had pleaded that he had signed
on for three years and could not break
his contract with the defence forces, hut
when thi.s was brought under the notice
of the ('onnd-ant he said, "Yes, I see
at mice that the duties mnust clash and
therefore I amn quite prelpared -to let War-
der Wise '.Lo and to grant his discharge."
After that, WVardler Wise was asked onl
mnore than one ocrasion-I think so far
hack as Apil last-to resign, together
with another warder namied Dyniock.
Witrdler Dyvinock resigned promptly. but
Warder WVise refused after first saying
that lie wanted time to consider the mat-
ter. He allowed that time to go by, and
hie ultimately refused to do as lie was
requiested and resign from the defence
forces. Then, as far a, the information

goes, the Comptroller General left for
the North-West and was away for some
timae, hut he left word 'that Warder Wise
must be again requested to resign in order
that his position in the defence forces
might not interfere with his duties in the
gaol. The -warder did not do so, -and the
superintendent asked that the matter be
allowed to stand over until the -Cop
troller General came back ftrem the
N \orth-West. The member for Mount
Magnet asked some questions in the
House onl the 13th September in connec-
tion with this matter, and answers were
given %,hich I think he has quoted to-day.

Mr. Troy: I1 have not quoted them, but
you have an intimate knowledge of the
matter considering you only had half an
hour's notice.

The PREMIER: I have a precis wvith
me and I1 aim picking up the knowledge
as I go along. The lion. memaber asked
if t1e Premier was aware that efforts
had been made by certain officials in the
Prisons Department to comipel men un-
der their control to leave the Federal
Defence Forces, and what reasons, if
any, were given by such officers for their
attempt to interfere with State em-
ployees serving the Defence Department
during their own time. Sir Newton
Moore replied that the exigencies of the
prison service necessitated the Comtrol-
ler General of Prisons requesting the re-
signation from the defence force of two
warders employed in the Fremantle
prison as it interfered with their duties
ais warders. Then the hon. member
asked if any appeal bed been made to the
Government against this official attempt
to deprive men of their rights as citizens,
and if so, what reply had been made to
such appeal. The reply was that one of
the two warders affected by the instruc-
tions did make a request for reconsidera-
tion of the matter, and that his request
was refused by the Colonial Secretary
after conferring with the State Corn-
mandaut. who reported that he had no
hesitation in granting this, or any other
warder, a free discharge, as he could
readily see that the nature of the Iwo
duties must clash.

Mfr. Bolton: He was a long time see-
ing it. hed-aii-r Otwre are a number of
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-officials in the service who are in the de-
fence forces; in fact thme superintendent
of the gaol holds a long service medal.

The PREMIER: How long ago was
that? There are only two warders af-
fected; oae bag resigned and the other
has refused to resign. The member for
Mount Magnet also asked whether the
(iovernment were in favour of allowing
all State employees, in common with
other citizens, facilities for serving in
the defence forces, provided such ser-
vice did not interfere with their duty
to the department in which they were
employed. Of course I replied yes, we
-did favour it, also that the Com-
monwealth Government had recog-
uised the difficulties attending the
disciplinary staff of prisons, and
that the amending Defence Bill
yrovided, inter alia, for the exemp-
tion from service of persons employed in
the police or prison service, etcetera.
Now, wvithm regard to the hon. member's
statement as to the customn that pertains
'in the Eastern States, I have not de-
finite information before me, but I be-
lieve there is no case of this sort in ex-
istence. [1think I am right in saying it.
I do not know of my own knowledge,
'but I have been led to understand that
there are no warders in the Eastern
States placed in the same position as
these two menl. I see that some explan-
ation wvas given by myself in anl inter-
-view to the Press that seems to put the
-position in a nutshell. This is the ex-
.iract-

Our position is exactly similar to
Queensland, where the Minister for
Defence admits the hours of duty are
such as to preclude warders joining
the forces, excepting as members of
rifle clubs. The Government are keenly
alive to the necessity of military train-
ing and preparation for war by the
whole adult community, and every, en-
couragement has been given and f acili-
ties granted to enable persons in the
employ of tile State volunteering their
services in connection with the defence
movement. It wiU, however, be readily
recognised that there are difficulties in
such dis5iplinary staffs as police and
gaol officials being relieved from duty

for the purpose of training, and, in-
deed, such is not necessary, seeing
that they are to a great extent trained
already by the very nature of their
occupation. I may say that these offi-
cials are always encouraged to become
members of rifle clubs, to which a large
number of the police belong at the
present lime.

Howvever. to return to Warder Wise,
when the Comptroller General came back
lie saw Warder Wise and asked him why
he had not resigned, and stated that if
the warder did not do so he would sus-
jpend him, and intended to recommend his
dismissal. There was ample notice, as
holl. members will see, and Warder Wise
rather impertinently answered, in the
presence of the superintendent, that ho
did not intend to do anything of the sort,
and the Comnptroller' General could do as
he liked. Surely it must be subversive
of discipline if' anl employee canl tell the
Comptroller Ceneral, ''You can do as
you like.''

Mr. Angwin: He should have gone onl
his knees.

The PREMIER: No, nothing of the
sort. Then Warder Wise was suspended
on the 28th October; and as he would
not obey the instructions, he was subse-
quently dismissed. He defied the Comp-
troller General as I have shown, and of
course it was causing some feeling in the
gaol and discontent; and his action, as
hon. members must admit, was likely to
interfere wit, the discipline of the
prison.

Mr. B~olton: What was causing the dis-
content. Wise's -action or- the Comptrol-
ler's action1

The PREMIER: Wise's action was
causing the discontent at that time, be-
cause he defied the authority that was
in eontrql of the prison; and if he had
been allowed to go on defying, lion, mem-
bers can see at once the whole of the
officials would be uip in arms and against
the authority' of their superior officers.
The proper attitude wvas for him to say,
"I will send in my resignation, and I
will appeal to a higher authority."

'Mr. Bolton: The Colonial Secretary?
Wha isthegood of appealing to him.



[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMER: The boeu, member
must not be personal; he is always per-
sonal in his interjectious. He knows full
well that he is allowing his personal pre-
judice and feeling to interfere with his
judgment. 'Warder Wise was not per-
emptorily dismissed as the reports in the
newspapers make out; lie was warned as
far back as the 13th April last and be
continued to be warned to the date of
his dismissal.

Mr. Underwood: Wkhyv should he be
warned?

The PRE311ER: The answer I have
already quoted as having- been given to
the member for Mt. -Magnet surely ought
to have directed his attention to the posi-
tion he was in.

Mr. Scaddan: Is it a coincidence that
he was warned onl the 13th April?

The PREMTIER: I do not know to
what the halt. member refers.

Mr. Scaddan: The Federal elections
were held onl that day.

The PREMNIER: My meniory does not
goback to the Federal electios Wer

they held onl the 13th April?
Mr. Scaddain: Yes; and the results

were known a day or two afterwards.
The PREMIER: Then I cannot see how

the coincidence can apply. That point,
however, does not affect the, question
under consideration. But so far as
Warder Wise is concerned we would have
been entitled to leave the service. Hon.
members will see from the medical re-
ports that he is not a suitable officer to
be a member of the defence forces on
account of the state of his health. He
has already had leave from the service
because he was suffering from a bad leg.

lilr. Angwin : Brought about by his
duties in the gaol.

The PREMIER: I do not think so.
Still, it is shown that no great hardship
has been done.

M1r. Bolton: His character is ruined if
he is dismissed.

The PREIER: I just wish to briefly
refer to some of the files in connection
with the matter. It was stated that no
applications had been niade by Warder
Wise for leave in connection with his
military duties. Here is a letter on the

fle dated 28th May, 1909; it is an appli-
cation for leave of absence, and reads-

I respectfully apply for half a day's
leave of absence, to wit, Saturday after-
loon the 29th, to enable me to attend
a special military parade examination
to be held by the State Commandant.
Trusting that the application will re-
ceive favourable consideration, etcetera.

I notice that across the corner the word
"granted" has been written. There is no,
initial under it, but I think it is in the
chief gaoler's handwriting. This applica-
tion was sent in by Warder Wise himself.

Mr. Troy : Who sig-ned the word
"granted"?

The PREMIER; I have already stated
it is not signed, but it appears to be in
the handwriting of Mr. George. Then
there is another application made for
leave by an officer of the Military Depart-
ment. Mr. Page asks that Mr. Wise, the
chief clarionet player in the military band,
should be allowed to attend the King's
Birthday parade. He adds that he would
like Wise to be Permitted to leave for an
hour or an hour and a-half.

Mr. A-ngwin: He did not go on that
occasion.

The PREMIER: This application is
written onl a scrap of paper; it is a tele-
phone message.

Mr. Johnson: The band has no connec-
tion with the military business.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes, it has. There
is a minute here from the Comptroller
General himself, who .states that the
superintendent reports in connection with
the questions asked by Mr. Kirwan that
Warder Wise changed his duties with a
brother officer on Sunday, 24th October,
1909, and that he was granted a day off
oin the 25th of the same month. Arrange-
nients were also made at the special re-
quest of Captain Hills to perimit Wise to
attend the birthday parade in 1909, but
at the last minute Wise did not go. On
other occasions Warder Wise went off
evening duty in order to attend to mili-
tary duties, but the dates cannot be given
now as no official records have been pre-
served. Warder Wise was dismissed for
not obeying the order of the Comptroller
General, and the determination from
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-which that order sprang is that it is im-
possible to allow warders to join the
.military forces. I think I have said suffi-
dcent to show that this man has not been
-dealt with in a vindictive spirit, but that
his position was such that it could not be
,overlooked by the department, and I
tlhink the only proper course the officer

.Could have taken uinder the circumstances
would have been to resign in accordance
with instructions and then make his ap-
peal. It is true that owing to the ques-
tions asked in the Federal House com-
munications have been received by me
from the Minister for Defence in connec-
tion with the case. It is also true-al-
though the matter is hardly worth men-
tioning-that the first telegram was de-
tained for nearly a week in consequence
-of having to obtain information before I
Could reply to the Minister for Defence.
It is also equally true that when the Min-
ister for Defence had written to me, or
rather when the Acting Prime Minister
-wrote to me at the instigation of the I2fln-
ister for Defence, the Minister for De-
fence gave an interview to the Press sta-
ting that -he 'was awaiting a reply from
the Premier of Western Australia to the
'representations made to secure the recon-
sideration of the case of Warder Wise.
At that time I had not received the letter;
it came the following morning. There
has been no delay, at any rate not more
than was necessary in getting information
from the departments. T replied to that
communication after inquiries had been
made, in the following terms:

I beg to acknowledge receipt on the
3rd instant of your letter of the 26th
ultinmo. I mention the date of receipt
because onl the day previous, namely.
the 2nd idem, the Hon. Minister for
Defence (Mr. Pearce) is reported to
have said, in reply to a question by
Mr. Needham, "that hie had not yet re-
ceeived a reply from the Premier of
Western Australia to the representa-
tions made to secure the reconsidera-
tion of the case." As there was an un-
fortunate delay in my replying to your
telegram on the same subject, I would
not wish it to appear that there had
been any delay in regard to your second

conumunication. This1 you will. obsere,
has not been the case from the dates
above quoted. I note that Clause 7
of the BUi to amend the Defence Act
1908-9, only applies to service in time
of war. The point, however, I desire
to enmphasise is that the clause recog-
nises that military duties and prison
duties clash: hence the provision for ex-
emption. Under the compulsory train-
ing provisions warders who are within
the prescribed ages will, as you point
out, be liable for training in time of
peace, but there is no compulsion after
those ages? Members of the defence
force are liable to serve 16 days every
year. If warders are permitted to join
the defence forces they wilt be liable
to this service in addition to the com-
pulsory training service of those within

thle prescribed ages. The case of Warder
Wise drew attention to the problem.
Either all or none of the warders could
be permitted to belong to the military
forces. If all joined it would disorgana-
iss the staff. If a few joined it -would
create discontent amiongst the rest. The
Government, therefore, decided that no
warders should be allowed to join. The
military Commandant recognised also
that the duties of the two positions
clashed, and readily consented to grant
a discharge to Warderi Wise. Warder
Wise was requnested to resign and re-
fused; he was warned of the result, but
persisted in refusing. The Government
has given this matter careful considera-
tion and while, at the p~resent time, see-

I ng no reason to alter the decision ar-
r-ived at, in view of the impending visit
of thle lion, the M1inister for Defence,
T shall be pleased to discuss the matter
writh him, and doubtless you wvill be
gWood enough to notify Senator Pearce
accordingly. I desire, further, to as-
sure the Commonwealth Government
that this Government is entirely in sym-
pathy with the defence movement, and
on all occasions assist to the hest of its
power in facilitatin~z its development.

Mr. Troy: Who sent that reply?

The PREITER: I sent it to the Acting
Prime Mfinister. With regard to the 21
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warders who sent along this unfortunate
communication-

Mr. Johnson :Unfortunate for the
Minister.

The PREMIER: Very unfortunate for
the member who published the communi-
cation, knowing full well that hie was
doing something which was not in accord-
ance with proper discipline.

Mr. Walker: Is the accusation against
a member of this House?

The PREMIER: No. With regard to
the 21 warders the Minister has had the
position under his consideration. He
fully believes the statement made by a
good many of them that when they were
asked to sign this document they fully
understood it would not be wade public,
but was simply to be hiaded to a mem-
ber of another place, and also the Mini-
ster for his information. The Colonial
Secretary also has taken into considera-
tion the swvorn statement made by the two
senior warders who have been suspended.
They have miade a statement to the effect
that they regretted their action in unin-
tentionally infringing the regulations. The
warders have each sent in a written- state-
ment that they did not know the documnent
was for publication in the Press, and
therefore they did Dot think that they
were breaking ihe regulations. and thle two
w-arders who are tinder suspension have
seat in an affidavit that they' had not
the slightest idea that the statement would
be made public. -They expressed regret
for having unintentionally infringed the
regulations. and the Colonial Secretary
has decided that the warders nnder sus-
pension shall be reprimanded and rein-
stated.

Mri. Johnson: Butl did they withdraw
the statement?

The PRENIER:JI do not know whether
they have withdrawn any statement. I
only know the information has been given
to me that they have made the admission
that they' were asked to sign the docu-
ment. and that, as they' understood it, it
was not for publication. I am informned
also that some of them have stated they
signed the document in order to get
Warder Wise reinstated, having been
given to understand that if they signed it
Warder Wise would be put back.

Mr. Holman: Now they have to say
another thing to keep their places.

The PREMIER: Not at all. It seems
to me that if the Minister in his discretion
acts harshly. hlln members are at him
at once for being unjust, while if he takes
a lenient view of anl offence and accepts
explanations made, hll. menmbers blame
him for that attitude. What my colleague
has done in this case has been to con-
sider the position and consider the accusa-
tions---

Mr. Underw'odI Did your. colleaguie do
anything?

Thie PREMIER: These inane interjec-
tions are wearisome. I have stated what
my colleague did. The Minister ordered
the warders to he reprimanded and rein-
stated. That is the punishment so far as
it goes. He does not think the offence
sufficiently serious to justify wholesale
dismissals, and so he reprinmands and re-
instates. The Government are always wil-
ling to treat their officials justly, so far as
their information and knowledge guides
them. They know there has been some
friction in connection with the gaols of
Western Australia for some time past.
They know, for instance, that the Comp-
troller General in writing the letter which
he wrote to these warders, was not, per-
haps. acting as carefully as he might have
done in a communication of this sort. It
appears on the face of it that the only
punishment was dismissal. I am quite
willing to concede that the letter carries
to my wind tile impression that it was
a question of, "You are liable to dismis-
sal if you do not give a satisfactory ex-
planation," whereas the regulations, al-
though providing for dismissal as a mani-
mum punishment, provide also lines, re-
primands, and reductions in grade. There
are many ways of punishingl besides dis-
nmissal; therefore, to that exTtent at any
rate, perhaps the Comptroller General has
been indiscreet. But apart from that;
I am prepared to let the goals of
Western Australia be fully inquired into,
and my only concern will be to get hold
of someone who has the requisite expert
knowledge to conduct such inquiry and
advise as to whether our gaols are being
correctly administered, whether this fie-
tion which is said to occur with the offi-
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cials of the gaols is grounded on justice
and right or otherwise, and also to give
proper advice as to the reforms to be
made. For this purpose it is necessary
that we should have some person who is
wveil versed in criminology and prison
management, and my only anxiety is to
get a gentleman of such qualifications. If
I can find in the Eastern States one who
is versed in criminology and prison man-
agement, so that we can have a proper
inquiry, I am quite prepared, and my
colleague is also quite prepared, to wel-
come an inquiry of that description.

Mr. Angwin: Another gaoler to uphold
the action of his friend.

The PREMIER: I do not think he
would uphold the actions of his friend.
I know full well you cannot place an
ordinary civilian in a position to inquire
into the management of gaols.

Mr. Walker: That was a very -God in-
quiry in Mr. Vosper's time.

The PREMIER: I do not remember
the result of that inquiry. New buildings,
I think, were put in hand in consequence
of it. That was rather a different thin.

Mr. Walker: No, it was as to manage-
ment.

The PREMIER: The question of man-
agement is one that to my mind ought to
have expert inquiry, and I state at once
that so far as the Government are con-
cerned we are quite prepared to allow any
inquiry of that description in order that
we may have the best service in connection
with our gaols.

Mr. Johnson: Do you not think the
Minister could make the inquiry himself'?

The PREMIER: I am not prepared to
admit that any Minister could, with any
degree of satisfaction, go and interfere
with the technical matters pertaining to
the management of gaols. I should like
to point Qut that if the M\inister were to
make an inquiry of this sort it would be
an absolute personal inquiry; he could not
take evidence, but would have to walk
around, listen to what was told to him,
and form his own judgment. It cannot
be expected that a Minister can he au fait
with all the technical details of such a
department, and I for one would hesitate
before I undertook such a duty. I do not

think it would be fair to east a duty of
this sort on the shoulders of the Colonial
Secretary.

Mr. Troy: What does he know?
The PREMIER: What does the hon.

member know'? If it comes down to what
we all know, well, who knows the least?
In conclusion, let me say that so far as
the action of the Government is concerned
it has been perfectly above board. My
colleague has dealt with the problems that
came before him in a spirit of justice and
impartiality. He does not believe in a
whole body of warders being punished
for something they have been persuaded
into doing tinder a misapprehension,
something which is a very serious offence
indeed if done deliberately, but which they
did not intend should take the form it
has since taken, and consequently my col-
league has dealt with them in a lenient
manniier.

Mfr. ANG-WIN (East Fremantle):
could quite understand the Premnier's feel-
ing on behalf of the Minister in charge
of this depwtmemnt, if that Minister had
taken due precautions and made inquiries
into the conditins which previously ex-
isted. It is all very well for the Premier
to say that if the Minister aoted harshly
members would blame him for his harsh-
ness; but the only difficulty we have to
contend with in connection with the Col-
onial Secretary lies in inducing him to
prevent others from acting harshly, while
in bis case the difficulty presenting itself
to the Minister is to discover for what
reason Warder Wise 'was dismissed.
From conversation with the Colonial
Secretary I am of Opinion that The Min-
ister himself does not knowv to-&y why
Warder Wise was dismissed. The Min-
ister states that Warder Wise was not
dismissed because he attended military
duties. but because of disobedience, th~e
disobedience consisting of refusing to re-
sign his military duties. I Would Like to
draw the Premier's attention to the fact
that one of t'he reasons given why Warder
Wise should be dismissed was because he
was hindered in regard to his prison
duties by his attention to the band, which
was portion of his military duties. The
Premier has already read out that War-
der Wise applied for leave on one occa-
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sion. On that occasion tihe band in con-
nedtion with the artillery in Fremnantle
purposed playing on thme King's birthday;
but as a matter of fact, the required
number of men could not be secured and,
consequently, the band did not fulfil the
engagement, and as soon as this was deter-
mined upon Warder Wise immediately
went back to attend to his duties in the
prison. When the Minister in charge of

Ahe department pointed ot that it was
not his military duties wvhich were hinder-
ing Warder Wise from the discharge of
his prison duties, but that it was the band,
I realised that possibly there vas some
brui in 'the stattement that Wise had
been neglecting -his military duties for the
purpose of attending- to the band. But,
half an hour after speaking to the Min-
ister, I was informed by an officer of the
military forces that the band had been
disbanded for over six months previously.
Very shoetly afterwards I comnnicated
with the Minister and expressed the
opinion that his officers had not been
acting straight with him in allowing him
to use such an argumient and to say that
the warder bad neglected his duties for
the purpose of attendfing a band when, as
a matter of fact, the band had been dis-
banded; and I. suggested -to 'the Minister
that, seeinghle had been led astray by his
officials, he should send for Warder Wise
and hear the other side of the story.
That was not d[one, and I regret that so
fa~r as the Colonial Secretary is con-
cerned, T have been grievously disap-
pointed in him. From wat I had
known of MNs. Connolly, I thought he
would be a man of some backbone when
lie was placed in the control of the de-
partment, but after the issue of many
mattes wioih lie has had tinder consid-
eration I have camne to the conclusion 'that
the back-bone is with the officers and that
the Minister is under their control. I
want to go back to a promise made by
the Premier, then Minister for Works,
in December, 1909. Hon. members will
realise that since 1906 these warders of
the gaols and the attendants
-it the Claremnt Asylum have
had a real grievance on ac-
count of having been struck out of the
Public Service Ad. just after 'the Pre-

mier joined the Cabinet. The present
Minister for Works refused to allow that
to be done on a previous occasion.

Thie Premier: What, refused to strike
them out?

Mr. ANGWIN: Yes, in 1905. From
that tine onward I have been trying to
get a board of appeal to rectify any
grievances, and during last session of
Parliament I moved a motion in the
House for the purpose of granting that
appeal. According to the members who
spoke on that motion the majority were
in favour of its being carried into effect,
but owin1g to want of time the motion 'was
not furbher dealt with.

Sitting suspended ffom 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. AKO-WIN: I was referring to a
question which I asked in December last.
The tihen Minister for Works who is the
Premier to-day, pointed out that the Col-
onial Secretary was considering the idea
of appointing a committee, an appeal
comnmnittee, somevhat similar to that

u~ihwas appointed atb'hat time in con-
nection with jibe Police Department.
Since then those engaged at the prison
petitioned the officials in regard 'to the
grievances which existed, and asked that
the petition shlould be sent on to the
Minister. In that petition Iffley asked for
a committee of inquiry so Ohat ohey could
put their grievances before it. That com-
mittee of inquiry was not granted, but
eventually the Minister decided that he
would appoint MT. Juill, the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, to ntake an inquiry
in connection with the dispute which then
existed in connection with the gaol. Be-
fore Mtr. Jul1 had an opportunity of hold-
ing any inquiry, we find that this Mir.
Wise rho, I believe, acted as secetdary
and got the petition prepared with a view
to having -the inquiry held, was dismissed
from the service. Now, I maintain, that
when a petition exists, as it did, and
one of which the Minister knew full well
because he had had it placed before him,
previous to ally action being taken in re-
gard to the dismissing of the men who
took part in presenting that petition, an
inquiry should have been held. Seeing
that that was not done it will, of course,
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he realised that a large number of those
engaged at the gaol, such as warders,
came to the conclusion that they were not
going to have justice di-ne to themn by the
Minister in the manner indicated in -the
reply given by the Premier in December
last. Then we find that though several
answers to questions were given in an-
other place. those auswvers; were not in
accordance with faut. Of course, ques-/
tions of this kind are merely the replies
of officials in charge of that department.
I realise that a MXinister has no opportun-
ity to make a personal inquiry in regard
to the truth or otherwise of the answers
given to him, bat I felt after the Minister
made a statement in regard to the dis-
missal of Warder Wise. that if lie had
kno-wn ptreviously of the suspension of
those other offiials he would not have
allowed such suspezision to take place, be-
cause it placed the Minister in a far worse
position; it placed him in the position
that he was dtrying his utmost to get those
men, and other warders, to back him up
in the setatement be made. It shows ho
my mind that there was in-
timidation for that express pur-
pose, and I stated on Suinday
at the meeting, tn whieb the Premier re-
ferred, that I thought it would have been
advisable ito have postponed that meet-
ing uitil 'the Mlinister's staement was
made in regard to that pressure. We
cannot get awa 'y from the fact that al-
thouigh the Premier said that these men
had committed a breach of the -regula-
tilons, and although they might express
their regret or otherwise, they have not
withdrawn their statement that the an-
swer given by dhe -Minister was incorrect.
l~ha± is the position we have to-day. It
has gone through every newspaper in
Wes-tern Australia that the Mlinister,
througih the 9ation of his officers, has been
led to make a false statement to ques-
tions submitted by an hon. member. Now,
I submit, .Fhat whether it was aganst the
regulations or not, the MIinister should
have welcomed snob a statement to show
that the officers were misleading him. I
was very pleased myself diat this state-
ment was made, because, in conversation
with an officer of the military forces, I

came to the conclusion that the ini-
ister hia been kept in the dark by
his officials, that ithey were makiug
statements that had no basis in
fact, and for that reason I think the
Minister was uiistaken in the action hie
took in regard to the warders. I am
very pleased that the men are reinstated.
I think the Government have taken the
first opportunity available of righting
a wrong done to those men, end I do
hope that none of them, no matter what
the reprimand has been, will ever sit
idly by and see one of their fellow emn-
phoyee-. victimised throug-h the actions
of officials, when they aire fully aware
that those officials have caused the men
to be victimised by making wrong state-
ilients. It is due, not only to those men,
but also to the country, that the man
who made those statements should ex-
plain the true position. I was very
pleased to hear the Premier state that
the superintendent ad allowed this miat-
ter of military duty to remain
in abeyance. That proves con-
clusively, to mny mind, that the super-
intenident has only been acting at the
dictates of the Comptroller General; it
proves that the Comptroller General is
an autocrat, and shows clearly, to my
mind, that to him it matters not who
sinks or swims, whether the men under
him, or the Minister supposed to he
over him, as long as that gentleman can
act in a manner which he chooses, and
I am certainily of the opinion that the
Minister should have taken drastic steps
and even have acted harshly, in connec-
tion with' a matter of this kind. When
the Minister foundl that the Comptroller
General had given a false statement the
first action he should have taken was
to have suspended him from his duties;,
then an inquiry could have been made;,
but what action was taken?~ The Coimp-
troller General wrent to Fremantlec. linedt
the mnen up, and spoke to them indi-
vidually. He gave them what is coin-
manly called "rats"; lie spoke strongly
to them . and pointed out the heinousness
of their crime. Not only that ; the
Comptroller General was aware that the
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Minister had previously appointed the
Public Service Commissioner to niake an
inquiry in regard to the Fremantle pri-
son, and lie placed these men in a po-
sition by such intimidation that I am
bound to say that, even before a person
duly appointed to make an inquiry, not
one of those men would be willing to
make a true statement. Even if an in-
quiry were made by the Public Service
Commissioner it would be useless owing
to the intimidation brought about by the
Comptroller General. However, I trust
that the Government will see the error
of their ways, and not only reinstate the
21 warders, hut will also reinstate War-
der Wise for trying, if possible, to f ul-
fil his duties of citizenship.

Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford) : In con-
nection with this matter, members have
to ask themselves whether they are sat-
isfied because the Government have in-
timated that they have withdrawn the
injustice that was done to the warders
at thie Fremntle gaol when the notice
of suspension and threat of dismissal
were served upon them by' the Comptrol-
ler General. In the first place we have
the memher for Fremnantle, who first
conveys the idea that lie is going to
move the adjournment of the House to
protest against this injustice. Then we
find that he has an interview with the
Premier, and that the Premier arranges
to withdraw the notice that has been
served, forgetting altogether that the
,withdrawal of that notice only goes to
emphasise the injustice. Consequently
the responsibility on that hion. gentle-
nian 's, shoulders is greater now-seeingt'
that the Government admit the wrong-
.- tlian it was previous to that time.
We have to ask ourselves, did the Col-
onial Secretary convey incorrect infer-
mnation to the puiblic? If he conveyed
that incorrect inforimation he is directly
responsible for it. I am not prepared
to remove the responsibility from the
shoulders of the Minister; every Minis-
ter lins to shoulder his responsibility,
but in a debate of this description we
are justified in asking who it was who
supplied that information, and from
what we have gathered to-day there is

no0 other person responsible but
Mr. Burt, the Comptroller General.
Then, seeing the incorrect information
was going to inflict an injustice on an
individual, namely Warder Wise, his
comrades, men who knew that informa-
tion to be absolutely incorrect, decided
to enter their protest and put a true
statement in die possession of someone.
Now, I am inclined to censure these war-
ders for not making it public and giving
it to the Press. There is no regulation I
can see to compel any public servant to
suppress the truth from the general pub-
lie, and if the Minister is guilty of con-
veying an incorrect report of the ease I
maintain it wax4 their duty as public ser-
vants to see that the public got the true
facts; but the fact that they were only
goinig to give it to Warder Wise, and
were no~t going to give it to the Press,
coitdenins them to an extent, because
these men had the right to put thq M1in-
ister right when he was wrong, because
they are ptiblic servants, and the only
way they Could put him right was to
make the matter public. Consequently
I do not care whether Warder Wise
gave it to the Press, or whether these
warders gave it to the Press, it 'was
right it should go to the Press, it was
right that the public should get the
whole of the facts. As is usual in all these
matters-and I often commend him for
his cleverness-the Premier talked right
round the subject without getting to the
subject at all. He made a long state-
mnent about the prison, the administra-
tion, and sundry other matters, but he
did not get on to the point-was the
Colonial Secretary guilty of giving in-
correct information, and should these
men be reprimanded for giving the cor-
rct information? That phase of the
question, the only matter worthy of de-
bate here to-night, was absolutely un-
touched by the Premier. I -want more in-
formation from the Government on this
question than the mere fact that they
have withdrawn the letters that have
been served on these g-entlemen, while
at the same time they have reprimanded,
or in other words the Comptroller Gen-
eral, who has been guilty evidently of
misleading the M1inister, has reprimanded
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the men because they conveyed
the correct informatLion that it
was Mr. Burt's ditty to give.
Yet, because they put the Minister
right they have to suffer a reprimand at
the hands Of tile guilty person. WVe are
justified, as members of this Chamber,
and as representatives of the people, to
know from the Government what they
are going- to do with 'Mr. Burt. It is not
the first occasion that this officer has
been adversely eriticised by this Chamn-
ber; and here we have an instance, grave
enough to cause letters to be served on
21 public servants, absolutely passed
over as far as the mnain culprit is con-
cerned. The Minister suggests that Mr.
Burt was indisreet-I forget the exact
words the Minister used-in forwarding
that letter, bitt he forgot to say what bie
thought of M1r. Burt's misleading the
Minister. It would be bad enough if this
officer were only guilty of misleading the
Ministeir, bitt in this case he was also
guilty of misleading Parliament; because
afEter all. the information was sought by
Parliament, and incorrect information
wvas given to Parliament. But in spite of
that, we tind Ministers absolutely justi-
fying the action of this officer in con nec-
tion with his threat of dismissal to these

-warders, and simply passing it over as
an indiscretion. What is the true posi-
tion 9 If we go down to bedrock on the
qluestion of the dismissal of Warder
WVise, we have to recognise that his dis-
mnissal was not because he was a member
of the .militatry force, but was because,
as the member for East Fremantle has
pointed out, hie had the temerity to ask
for an investigation and inquiry, and
the temerity to criticise the adininistra-
tion of the gaols. We know in the public
service, especially in those depaIrtments
governed by' autocrats such as wve have
in] the Comptroller General of Prisons,
these gentlemen wait patiently for an
opportunity to get rid of a mian. They
dto lnt go) at him exactly onl the offence
fth lie s committed in their eyes; but
they let it pass over, and they wait
patiently till they get an opportunity of
having their vengeance at a later date.
That is exactly what has happened in the
ease of 'Warder Wise. Take the public

service generally, aud it applies gener-
olly in all administrations be they pub-
lic or private. In all these big con cerns
r-egulations are framed, and we know
full wvell that in the big majority of eases
the concerns could not be operated at all
unless regulations were broken. Every
wor-ker ever 'y dlay hie works in the big
majoIrity oif cases is guilty of breaking
regulatins and liable to suspension, dis-
mnissal, or fines at any moment the em-
ployer likes to enforce tiem. For in-
stitee. inmeditately a man steps on a
tramenar -and moves that car lie breaks
a reg-ulation. A trawcar could not run
in our streets if the regulations were
arictly enforced. Take the railways.

Exactly the same thing applies. 'The
( rains could not be operated unless the
reglations that have been framed are
broken. And so) it h. exactly with our
prisons. The officers &re bound down by
regullations, but these regulations can-
'tot poss ibly be enforced, because if they
were enforced the prison could not go
along-, the officers could not do their
workI. So these autocratic gentlemen al-
way' s have these regulations so framed
that immediately a man makes himself
objectionable and very often the bst
officers are the most objectionable in [he
eyes of these autocratic gentlemen-
these regulations are enforced, and the
inan. is victimised. That is just the ease
in conn 'ection with Warder Wise. They
needed anl excuse, and they have hung
on to this excuse that he belonged to the
military force at the same time that he
was a warder in the prison. The Premier,
in order to justify the misstatement made
by a Minister i another place, accuses
Warder Wise of making applications for
leave in connection with his military
duties when as a matter of fact we know
fnll wvell that these applications were
made in connection with the band of
which he was a member. But the band
was disbanded mouths and months ago,
long before this question of dismissal
of Warder Wise cropped up. It could
not he in connection with the band, be-
cause the band was not in existence at
the time; but it is good enough for the
Minister to go right back to~ that time
and use it as evidence and asq justification
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for the misstatement made by the Mini-
ister in another place. If the Ministry
are going to enforce 'these regulations
and prevent the warders from taking
part in military matters, how are they
going to gel (in with the other civil
servants? If wvarders cannot join a
military corps, -what about our railway
servants and other officials in the
Government service ? If the Oov-
ernmient are going to apply it -it all
they must apply it generally; and if they
apply it generally then they are prcvent-
ing thousands of Western Australians
from doing their duty in the way of
preparingc themselves to defend Austra-
lit. To my mind there is no reason
why warders should be debarred from
taking part in military affairs-because
it is impossible to apply the rule gener-
ally; it is undesirable that it shouild be
applied at all, but, if it is to be applied.
it must he applied generally. and the
Government know full well they can-
not possibly do so. So I maintain in
the first place it was only an excuse, and
evidence of that is forthcomninga by the
fact that it cannot be this question of
the refusal to allow wanrders to take
part in military matters. As it cannot
be applied generally the argument is
not sound, and it only goes to show that
Warder Wise had made himself objec-
tionable in other ways, and that this
extcuse was an opportunity for pun-
ishing him for his temerity in criti-
cising the administration. We should
get more information from the Gov-
ernment as to their intentions in re-
gard to dealing with the Comptroller
General who has been guilty, in the first
place of misleading the Minister and
the country, and again of victimising
men-even although they have been re-
primanded-in having them reprimanded
for doing Iheir duty to the public in
making the public understand what was
the true position in connection with the
Warder Wi-4e ease. I do not desire to
take up any more time on this question.
I sincerelyv trust we will have no more
of these whitewashing commissions that
are becoming so prevalent in Western
Australia. It is difficult to put one's

finger on a Royal Commission, the re-
sult of whose Ishours has been of any
use at all in guiding the 'Ministry as Jto
the administration of the affairs of the
State. The only one was the Immigra-
tion Commission that was appoiiited to
go into the question of light agricultural
railways and other questions of import-
ance to the agricultural industry. This
has been seized by the Government and
has formed the very foundation of their
policy. But take that away-and after
all it was one appointed by another Ad-
ministration, the credit of course being-
taken by the present Ministry-

MAr. Scaddan: The credit does not lie
with those who appointed the commis-
sion, but with those who were on it.

MA~r. JOHNSON: Take that one in-
stance away, and these Royal Commis-
sions' reports have never been acted on.
As the member for Kanowna has point-
ed out in this debate by interjection,
there has already been a Commission
inquiring into the administration of the
Fremantle gaol, and very valuable sug-
gestions were given by that Commission,
but they have not been acted on. The
Premier himself admits he has never
read it. or has not read it of recent
Years.

The Premier: I did not say that; you
must remember it was 12 years ago.

M)r. JOHNSON: The M1inister, in-
stead of reading up that Commission and
tryving to find information that Would
improve the administrtionl. says lie will
appoint another Commission. What I
want the Premier to do is to induce his
'Minister to pay a little more attention
to the administration not only of this
department but of every department
under his care. It is the M1inister's duty
to ltook uip these reports. We have al-
ready been put to the expense of ap-
pointing a commission of inquiry. Let
the Mfinister act on that inquiry withouit
appointing another; and I venture to
assert that if he will only put a little
time into it we will have a vast improve-
nien1t in the administration of our pri-
sons without appointing another Royal
Commission. I trust there will he no
more Commissions, and that the Minis-
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ter will do his ditty and see that Mt.
Burt is put into his place, and that the
warders in the gaol get justice and are
not irritated and interfered with to the
extent they are now by an incompetent
Comptroller General such as we have in
the person of Mir. Burt

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : I do not
think the reply given by the Premier is
at all satisfactory.

Mr. Johinson: He gave no reply at all.
Mr. HOLMAN: At any rate he spoke

for some time and we will take that as
his reply. Re admitted that the infor-
mation given by the Colonial Secretary
in another place wvas absolutely incorrect,
and if he will not admit that, he has
admitted that owing to the fact that the
hon. member for Frem~ntle threatened
to move the adjournment of the House,
he allowed his colleague to be branded-

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. H1OLMA1N: It is no use the At-

torney General looking modest; we know
that his modesty is always getting him
down. The Premier told the House that
the warders had been reinstated and that
the two who had been suspended had
gone back to their employment, and that
they were going to be reprimanded. This
proves the information given by the Col-
-onial Secretary was absolutely incorrect.

The Premier , I explained that the
statements were made in good faith by
individual warders, who -were simply
giving their own experiences.

Mr. HOLMAN: We heard the Premier
remark that certain regulations had been
broken hut he did not give the Chamber
the gist of those regulations. I dare say
those regulations referred to giving infor-
mation to the public or to the Press;
had that information been given by those
warders in favour of the Colonial Secre-
tary, and in support of Mr. Burt, in all
probability some of these men wouldd have
received promotion instead of being sus-
pended. The mere fact that those offi-
cials spoke the troth jeopardised their bil-
lets, and having spoken what they knew
to be the truth they were suspended. If
offleias occupying high positions had
given information to the Press in
support of the Government or any
Minister, they would not have been

dealt xvitli iii the manner in
which these uutortunate warders of -the
Fremantle prison .were treated by the
Governmuent. We find that time af ter
tiwe information is given to the Press
and to the public by Government offi-
cials and that no action is taken. The
reason is that they are boosting up the
Government. WVe find also time after
time that Government flies are placed at
the disposal of newspapers, and that these
newspapers are given all the information
that they require. This information is
supplhed by Government officials and yet
no action is taken. When we find a few
olliials giving correct information, and
branding one of the Premier's colleagues
as a teller of falsehoods, then the un-
fortunates responsible for this are sus-
pended and the threat of the sack is held
over them for a time. The time has ar-
rived when a differeni attitude should be
adopted, and the Premier should take ex-
actly the same attitude with other Govern-
ment officials as has been taken in the
case of the warders at Fremantle. This
attitude on the part of the Government
goes to show the unfairness, the ureli-
ability, and the incorrectness of the meth-
ods adopted by the Government. I would
like to know 'tat action would have been
adopted by the Premier if Parliament had
not been sitting? It was only the threat
on the part of the member for Fremantle
to move the adjournment of the House
that compelled the Government to give
the men a fair share of justice.

The Premier: A threat was never made.
Vr. HOLMAN: The member for Fre-

mantle told the House that 'he informed
thie Premier it was his intention to
move the adjournment of the Hlouse, and
I defy the Premier to deny that state-
ment. Had it not been for that fact,' and
the reply which lie had received from the
Premier that these men were going to be
reinstated, the member for Fremantle
would have moved the adjournment of the
House himself. We see how some men
are vietimised while others, are lauded for
what they do. In the Crorwn Law De-
partment information is riven to the
Press; from flil-,; which shoulld have been
laid on the Table of the Hourse. The Sun-
day Times Can receive information a week
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after certan papers have been moved for
in the House, and in all probability that
file was sent to the Sunday Times Office
to enable them to obtain information
from it, If that is so I would ask the
Attorney General why some action is not
taken against the officials in his depart-
mnent responsible for giving away official
information, just as has been done in the
ease of these unfortunate warders in the
Fremantle prison?9

The Attorney General: Will you men-
tion'an instance.

Mr. HOLMAN : Barry versus the
Crown.

The Attorney General: There has been
no leakage there.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then it is a marvel-
bus fact 'that those papers which have
been moved for over a month ago have
reached the Sunday Times, or the Sunday
Times were able to make whole extracts
from them, extracts which were published
on the 23rd October, nearly a month ago,
and yet they have not been laid onl the
Table of the House. But because those
poor unfortunate warders-, earning only a
few shillings a day, try to speak the truth
and brand one of the Ministers, as I have
stated lie has been branded, they are
victinmised. Then because the member for
]Fremantle threatens to move the adjourn-
ment of thle House the Government crawl
down and admit that the Colonial Secre-
tary did wrong when he gave his reply
to tile question asked in the Legislative
Council. I maintain that the time has,
arrived when a different attitude should
he adopted. If the Colonial Secretary's
reply in the Legislative Council wvas cor-
rect, then the Government should have
stood or fallen by it. The Government
have shown extreme cowardice and unfair-
ness i:i adopting their present attitude;
they were afraid that one of their own
memberN was going to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, and expose the whole
conditio'i of affairs. It was fortunate in-
deed that Parliament was sitting at this
juncture, otherwise a grave injustice
would haqve been perpetrated, and simply
because one individual desired to vent his
spleen onl a poor unfortunate man. N-o
doubt thle punishiment for this individual

is reserved for later on when Parliament
will niot be sitting and there will be no one
to app eat, to. I am satisfied, from the at-
titude which has been adopted, that the
higher officials will wreak their venge-
ance on thle warders at the earliest op-
portunity whien these men will not be
able to protect themselves. A thorough
atid complete inquiry should be made and
the time has arrived when the methods
of the past should be altered. We have
heard it said that Warder Wise did not
apply for leave in connection with his
military duties; lie applied for leave in
order to play in a military band. That
h)and, however, no longer exists, in fact it
ceased to exist months before this trouble
arose, We find also that there is no at-
tempt whatever made to take action
ag'ainst those officials who have been re-
sponsible for the whole of this trouble;
the statemenlt is merely made by the Pre-
rnier that tile warders aire being reinstated
andl thlat thecy will have to suffer a repri-
nand. Simply because these men cannot
protect themselves, and are in the claws
of unscrupulous persons, they havc to
crawl hack into their positions the best
way riley can. In all probability I should
have been forced to adopt the same atti-
tude as these men, I should ihave been
forced through circu-nistances to accept
the position as it came along, but

ram satisfied that if those men
had a f air deal, and dared to
speak the truth without fear or favour,
the posihioi to-day would be very differ-
ent. T am satisfied that through the atti-
tude of the Colonial Seeretary in this re-
spect, that he is prepared, just as other
'Ministers have been prepared on other
occasions, to take the word of under-
strappers. and whlen they find they arc in
thle Wrong they are aranid to take the
aiction that it shlould be necessary to take.
Tic rime has arrived when tile truth
Shouldd he 9poken, and that those who
speak it shotuld not be afraid of the con-
sequences? In this ease we have the word
of 21 men against that of one man, and
we are in formed now tha t these men have
been reinstated, but it is my' opinion that
they will be allowed to go scot free until
Parliament i; in recess, when vengeance
will be wreaked on them. T would have
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preferred to have seen the matter fought
out on its merits; if the men are in the
wrong- they deserved to be punished; if
they are in the right those people respon-
sible for the present position should he
punished, but in the present circumstances
there is no danger of that.

Mr. TROY (in reply) : I shall
not take lip much time in replying,
and what remarks I make will be by way
of answer to the statements made by the
member for Fremantle and the Premier.
The member for Fremantle, unfortunately,
is not in his place. I do not like to make
remarks about a member unless he is InI
'his seat to hear them. I cannot drag him
into the Chamber, and if he is not con-
cerned about a matter which so vitally
affects the interests of his constituents
I cannot -help it. I can only express the
hope that if he deems his action all that
is necessary in this case his constituents
-will not view it in the same manner. The
-member for Fremantle assured us he
-would have moved the adjournment had
not the Premier taken action, This, ap-
parently, was the only reason why he (lid
not move the adjournment. I want to
-kniow has the action of the Prcmier in re-
instating the two suspended officials re-
imoved the grievance? Tf it has not there
*can be no justification for the refusal of
the member for Fremantle to take action.
But lie is satisfied with what the Pre-
mier has done. The Premier reinstated
the officials; but at what sacrifice? Were
they honourably reinstated, did they lose
-any prestige? They were reinstated be-
cause they apologised for their action
and said they had not intended to go
-as far as had been done in regard to the
-publication of their protest. They were
-expected to become abjectly submissive
-and apologetic, and the Premier wvas then
graciously pleased to remove the suspen-
sion. This is what the mnemher for Fre-
mantle deems to have been all sufficient
in regard to preserving the rights and
liberties of his constituents. If his con-
stituents consider this is all that is neces-
sary they are indeed easily pleased.
Again, what sacrifice did these men make
in order to be reinstated by the Premier
:through the great influence of the mem-

her for Fremantle? It was at the sacri-
fice of their honour and honesty and,
above all things, at the sacrifice of truth.
In the first place, they made a truthf ul
statement protesting against the untruth-
f ul statement made by the Colonial Seere-
tary; and they have been reinstated be-
cause, owing to the penalty with which
they were f aced, they regret the true
statement they made, and now declare they
are sorry for having told the truth; con-
sequently, the Minister says, ''You shall
be reinstated." The member f or Fire-
man tle, who represents those people, is
absolutely satisfied that there is no further
need for action at all. It is with this ex-
planation he excuses the fact that he in-
tended to let this matter go without any
publicity. The member for Fremantle
also said these officials had assured him
that their p~rotest was not intended for
publication. But three seconds after-
wards the Premier denied what the mem-
ber for F'remantle had said; because the
Premier pointed out that the protest was
headed, ''Toall to whom it may Concern.''
The Premier said he was satisfied, there-
fore, that it was for publication. I want
to ask the member for Fireman tle if he
is satisfied that justice has been done, if
he is satisfied that he is carrying out his
principles, if he is satisfied that the ex-
cuses he made this evening in regard to
his laxity ought to hold good in the House
and in the country? In other words,
does the menmber for Fremantle consider
that the mere reinstatement of these offi-
cials justifies the Government in their re-
fusal to allow the warders to serve in the
defence forces; does he consider that the
reinstatement of these officials justifies
the C0olnial Secretary in making an un-
true reply to questions asked in another
place?7

ML~r. SPEAKER: I do not know that the
hon. member is justified in characterising
the Colonial Secretary's replies as un-
true; the Minister gave the information
supplied to him.

Mr. TROY: Your ruling will compel
me to allow the member for Fremantle to
draw his own conclusions from what is
said. The member for Fremantle is per-
fectly satisfed, and whilst he pretends to
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be concerned regarding the privileges of
these people, his own constituents, he is
going to allow their refutation of the
Colonial Secretary's replies to questions
to stand against them. TMe Colonial Sec-
retary said tlie duties of Ih. Wise, as
warder, were interfered with by his having
to get tinie off, and frequently whilst on
night duty to require his hours of duty to
be changed in order that he might attend
to his military duties, which was unfair
to his brother officers and naturally caused
discontent. And all these officers who
wrote the refutation said wvas that these
statements were utterly and absolutely an-
true. What steps, then, does the member
for Fremantle intend to take iii regard to
those statements. floes lie intend to ask
the Government to justify the Colonial
Secretary, or does he intend to repudiate
the statements of his constituents? He
can only adopt one attitude. He will
vote in justification of the Colonial Sec-
retary and against his own constituents,
and say that they have told absolute
lies.

Mr. Holman: He will adopt any atti-
tude.

Mr. Murphy: Yes; any at all, after this
catechism. You surely do not take this
seriously, do you'?

Mdr. TROY: Does the member for Fre-
mantle consider that all justice has been
done by the refusal of the Government
to consider the rights and privileges of his
own constituents; does he consider the re-
instatement of these officials a justiflcation
for all they have suffered, for the hiumili-
ation and tyranny they have been sub-
jected to? If he does I do not think any
reasonable person in the community will
agree with him. Then we have this pre-
cious promise of a Royal Commission. The
term is becoming obnoxious in the House,
because every Minister is going to have a
Royal Commission as soon as
he is found incompetent. Imme-
diately' you drive home a Min-
ister's incompetency the Government
are going to appoint a Royal Commission.
It would seem that Ministers are not res-
ponsible to Parliament but only to Royal
Commissions. As has already been pointed
out, Royal Commissions are only a means

by wvhich the Government for the time be-
ing shirk their responsibilities until the
grievance is lost sight of. We are to have
this Royal Commission as soon as a suit-
able person can be found to take charge
of it, and the Gov ernment are goiug to get
a man, apparently, who is just as muchi
associated with the old state of affairs in
regard to prisons as are our authorities
in Western Australia. He would be as-
sociated with the same old penal estab-
lishments and would be steeped up to,
his e ves in conservative traditions
in re gard to prisons. Afen of this
class havie never effected a reform
and never w~ill, vet they are the inen to,
whoa, the member for Fremantlc pins
his faith. To look at him one would never
imagine the member for Fremantle to be
unsophlisticated, and we can only ascribe
his present attitude to his desire not to
inconvenience the Government. I do not
know whether the member for Fremantle
perused these files; the Premier, appar-
ently, did not give us all that is in them
by a long way. The Premier started off
by complaining about the lack of time and
the short notice given him in which to pre-
pare for this discussion, and yet, while
he regrets that lie had very little time,
wve find he has already sent a lengthy
communication to the Acting Prime Mini-
ster regarding the very same matter. Here
on the file he has two pages dealing with
the whole question in a most comprehen-
sive manner in reply to a communication
from the Prime Minister; and the Pre-
mier is the one whom, we are told, always
has a grasp of the subject. This is the
gentleman who complains he had only
half anl hour's notice. Again, we are told
the member for Fremantle saw the Pre-
mier this morning and discussed the mat-
ter with him; and the Premier comes
along and says he only had half an hour
in which to consider it. Further, the Pre-
mier unwillingly read an interview which
he gave a newspaper some time ago in re-
gardt the same subject and in which he
reviewed the whole facts of the case; yet
this is the gentleman who had no time to
consider the matter and was, so to speak.
caught on the hop. I think we are pretty
well satisfied that this important matter
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has received such publicity that not only
the Premier has, dealt with it but his col-
leagues also. The mntter has been sub-
mnitted to Cabinet, and the Comptroller
General and other prison authorities have
merely carried out the wishes of the Gov-
ernment. The Premier assures us also
that the action of the warders in telling
the people of the Commonwealth the
truth regarding the persecution of Warder
Wise is reprehensible in the extreme. After
the Premier's statement, if any ofl'teil
misleads Parliament and misleads his own
M1inister knowingly, any body of person:-;
who endeavour to place the truth before
the public are to be deprecated and eon-
demned because they tell the truth, but
the Comptroller General who misled the
Minister, is to have nothing done to him
at all; he is perfectly right in doing-c what
he pleases, the Ministry support him, and
the member for Fremantle is satisfied,
very easily satisfied, too. We are told.
that Warder Wise applied for time off
-and that this was refused. The P-rmier
did not read the letter which hie gan in
his statement in regard to the applicationi
by Wise. Warder Wise wrote on the
21st October, 1909, asking for two days
leave of absence. He said-

The Fremantle artillery garrison band
of which I have the honour of being
chairman as well as a playing ni .ber'
decided to assist a large committee or-
ganised to raise funds for the benefit of
the Premantle public hospital. The
band being in its initial stage and
1imited in numbers, I again appeal to
you for consideration in granting my
application.

'There is no application here, as the Pre-
mier led us to believe, for leave to attend
a military parade or drill, but merely an
application to attend with his hand in or-
der to give a benefit performance on behalf
of the Fremantle hospital. I am amazedl
at the Premier reading a portion of this
letter and refraining from giving the pur-
pose for which Warder Wise applied for
leave from duty. Then again the Pre-
mier stated that every opportunity was.
given to the wardens to prepare themn-
selves for military science for the defence
,of their country; they could join rifle

clubs, and even their own occupation w'is
akin to that of the military.

M1r. Johnson: Then the blackilegs on
the tramns will became efficient because
they carry revolvers.

Mr. TROY: Just so, and yet this War-
der Wise was in the artillery in Fre-
mantle, a service with which his official
dutties did not bring him in any way into
contact. He could be all &his lie as a
warder and would never know anything
abouit artillery, and yet the Premier
,would lead us to believe that he could
man a gun at a moment's notice if he
were required to do so. Agpin, he tells
us that we cannot have the two duties
clashing, but us pointed ott by the war-
dens in their protest, and as these papers
prove, never on one occasion dlid his
official ditties. clash with his duties as a
member of the military forces. No state-
ment whatever has been made to show
that on any occasion when he attended
a, review or military engagement did such
eingagemnent clash with his prison duties.
What is (the use of assertion when there
is no truth in it i And yet it is that as-
sertion with which the hon. member for
Fremantle is satisfied. It is a danger to
any constituency to be represented by
any person who Lakes another person's
word without inquiry on his own part.
The Premier also made a statement that
the warders' duties in every State would
clash witih their duties as members of the
defence forces biut Senator Pearce gives
this also the lie direct. He says-

I have made inquiries in all Lthe other
States. In Victoria and Tasmania no
obstacle is placed in the way of wvar-
ders being members of the forces.

If in Victoria or Tasmnania the duties as
warder and those as a private or an
officer in the defence forces do not clash,
Wahy shoGuld nqot the same position obtiain
in Western Australia? In South Aus-
tralia lihe question has never been raised,
and a warder is perfectly at liberty like
auy other individual to join the defente
force. In Western Australia, therefore,
we have 'the one State where they prevent
a warder or a Government oficial having
the same consideration and privileges as
he has in any other State of Australia.
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Yet the member for Fremuntle is per-
fectly satisfied that they should continue.
The Premier as a last resort made a
vague, paltry, and brutal excuse. He
said, "Anyhow, what does it matter?
Warder Wise would have to go in any
case because his health necessitates it.
He has a sore leg." Warder Wise was
to be dissected and held up to ridicule in
order that the Premier might have an ex-
cuse for his dismissal. Not only had the
o overnment placed a slur on his character
but they also charged him with physical
unfitnless. It was a paltry and brutal ex-
cuse, and makes one absolutely disgusted
with the %xtlole matter now tnder discuis-
sion.

Mr. Heitumn: ; ' thb ie whole Gov-
ernment.

Mr. TROY. We want to know from
the Premier, who has justified the Camp-
trailer General, what he intends to do
with this officer who has misled his own
Government. If he has not misled his
Government, what excuse do the Govern-
ment intend to offer this House, the mem-
bers of another place, and the people of
the country for the answers wvhich they
gave to the questions, answers which have
been ppinted out by the warders to be in-
correct-? The Comptroller General who
has a free hand makes a peculiar state-
ment about the whole affair. He writes-

The men have been led into doing
that which cannot to may mind be Justi-
fied and is so serious a breach of dis-
cipline that I am unable to pass it over.

It is nott the Colonial Secretary who' can-
not pass it over; it is the Comptroller
General. There is no reference to the
Minister or to any other authority, but
the Comptroller General himself cannot
see his way to pass over a breach of this
character. He continues-

I recognise that so long as members of
Parliament can so easily be approached

This is Burt!
by those in the public service on what
may be considered 'personal grievances,
'it is not to be surprised at if men in
-the position of these officers occasion-
ally go rather far in what they do and
say.

The most these men did was to tell the
truth, burt Qetavius Burt says that these
men go too fa r.

Mr. Seaddan: They condemn another
man for nut telling the truth.

Mr. TROY: The ('omptroller Gleneral.
,goes on to say-

Under Ntrs. 29, 29 and 35 of the ot
regLulaltions these men have rendered
flhwuselves liable to be dismissed. I
would recommend the dismissal of the
two principl warders and the refine-
tioa to the lowest positions iii their
rank of the others, dlid T not feel that
it is- the example of what so often takes
lpla(ev in Parliament reacting on those
in the service of the- status of Ohese
men which is greatly responsible for
the position with which we are dealing.

Mr. Brown: What about the remarks
of the Civil Service Association?

Mr. TROY: These remarks are nothing
compared with the remarks of 3rr. Qe-
lavius Burt.

Mr. Seaddan: Is that the sheriff who
employed a deputy',

Mr. T7ROY: Yes. Following on this
statement I shall be surprised if Mr. Burt
does not come up in the morning and
order the arrest of every member of this
House. Members of Parliament have no
business in telling the truth and standing
uip and conserving the rights and privi-
leges of the people; the only person
who may do that is Mr. Octaviuis Burt,
a remnant of the old penal days, who the
Government consider is the bedt person
to offer them advice in this matter.

Mr. Underwood: Mr. "Oc3topus"?
Mr. TRtOY: I did not say that, but I

believe it will do just as well. He says-

Some mark of disapproval nf the ac-
tion taken seems to be loudly called for
and I will after further consideration
submit a recommendation to the Mfin-
ister.

Mr. North als-o has a statement here.
Mr. Seaddan:- What did he say?

Mr. Brown: "I concur."
Mr. TROY: I am going to make an

apoloavy to the Comptroller General after
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reading what Air. North has written to
the Minister. Afr. North wrote-

For your information. The Comp-
troller Gpneral takes a very tolerant
view.

However, I do not wish to record an
apology. If it is necessary I will make
it later on. Mr. North's letter proceeds-

What the men may have, or say that
itiey, intended, and what thbey have
done are two widely different things.
Wise opens the ball by refusing to
obey instructions.

Mr. Wise stood for a principle, a prin-
ciple which is endorsed -by 90 per cent.
of the people of Western Australia. The
letter goes on to say-

and flouting authority, for which he is
dismissed. No doubt encouraged by
the notoriety hie has got through the
action of the Federal Government-

How it plays up with all these wee,
small Australians opposite! He knows
that will please them.

No doubt encouraged by the notor-
iety he has got through the action of
the Faderal Government in taking such
a prominent notice of thle matter, Wise
persuaded his former colleagues to
put their heads into a noose of insub-
ordination and breach of regulation.

They put their heads into a noose by tel-
ling the truth as they did!

hoping to farther his own ease and
regardless of the consequences to them.
I do not know what the Comptroller
General will recommend, but I think,
after giving the lie direct to a M1inis-
terial statement in this unsolicited
and gratuitous style, they will be very
lucky if they do not follow Mr. Wise.

What can I say after this? There is
not much to he said. I shall only make
one other remaw'k. The Premier says
that the Government here do not allow
warders, as it will be a breach of dis-
cipline, to go to encampments or take
part in any military services. This is
a letter from the Under Secretary to
the Comptroller General of Prisons on
the .18th January, 1910:-

'The hon. the Premier has promised
the Commandant that, provided the
exigencies of the service allow it, leave

will be granted to enable officers of
the various departments to attend the
military encampment at Thmntin from
the 20th to 28th instant (inclusive)-
'Ihis encampment will take the place
of the one usually held at Eastertide,
and the Premier has promised the
Prime Minister that leave granted ou
this occsionl .6hall not Count against
the annual leave of officers concerned.
WVill you kindly make the necessary ar-
rangements in respect of officers of
your department connected with the
military aff airs.- (Signed) D. B. Ord,
for Under Secretary.

Does the Premier want me to quote many
more letters in ample refutation of his
statement to-night? Surely he does not
want any other denouncement that what
he can receive by a brief inquiry into
the papers of his own departments. The
Premier is apparently satisfied-and his
colleagues also-that all that is necessary
has been done in regard to the grievances
of these men, and that justice has heen
done to them by their reinstatement; but
what we are not satisfied about here is
as to what the Government intend to do
in regard to giving the officers in gaols,
and in every other branch of the service,
the same facilities as are given to pri-
vate individuals by private employers.
Why should we have the spectacle of
the G4overnment declining to allow the
servants of the people to make them-
selves fit for the defence of the country
in Lime of need? when, at the same time,
we expect the private employer to do
it, a11d Punish him if hie does not do it
We are here to-night fighting for a
principle, and there is something more
in this matter than the mere reinstate-
ment of a few officials. The position is
-are we going to allow the Government
to be lcd by the nose by intolerant and
arbitrary officials such as we have in the
service as proved by these letters? If
we are, we will vote for the Government
on this motion. If we are not, I take it
members will assist in moving the ad-
journment of the House to show, at
least, there is a party in the House which
will not allow this state of things to
continue a minute longer than necessary.
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There is another principle-whether we
are going to allow ourselves, as represen-
tatives of the people, to be unblushingly
misled by our own officials, wvhether Par-
liament is to be subordinated to the of-
ficials of the public service, whether these
men are to put into the mouths of Minis-
ters statements which are proved later
to be untrue, and whether, when these
statements are proved to be refuted, they
are able to write to Ministers, as they
have done in this connection, and en-
deavour to secure from Ministers a pro-
mise to deal arbitrarily with those per-
sons who have told the truth. Are we
going to justify this position of affairs;
are we perfectly content with the action
of the Government? I take it that mem-
bers are not satisfied, and that we shall
insist on the principle that Ministers
shall take Parliament into their confi-
dence, that we, as representatives of the
people, are entitled to know the true
position of affairs, and that if Ministers
will not accept their responsibilities,
there is in this House a body of men who
are prepared to accept theirs.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .. . .20

Noes .. . .21

Majority against

Mr.
Mr.
NMr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Air.
MZ.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.

An gwin
Bath
Belton
Collier
Gill
Gouirley
Holtmann
Holman
Horan
Hudson
Johnson

B rown
Butcher
Carson
flaglish
Draper
Foulkes
Gordon
Gregory
Hardwrick
Harper
Jacoby

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

1

McDowall
O'Loghlen
Scaddan
San
Taylor
Troy
Walker
Ware
Underwvood

(Teller).

NOES.
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Murphy
Mr. Nauson
Mr. Osborn
Mr. Pletse
Mr. F. Wilson
X,. Layma

fTeller).

Question thus negatived.

QUESTION-PUBLIC WORKS, DE-
PARTMENTAL CONSTRUCTION.
Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister

for Works: 1, In eases where tenders
for public works are not accepted and
the work is cardied out by the depart-
mnent, is the department expected to do
the work for the estimated cost? 2, If
not, what is the practice adopted 9

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes, plus allowance for super-
vision and extras, if any, but there is
no guarantee that the expectation will
be realised. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, BOYUP-KOJONUP.

Mr. TITMANN asked the Premier:
In view of the contractor's price for the
Boyuip-Kojonuip Railway construction be-
ing £6,500 above the Public Works De-
partment 's estimate, and taking into
consideration the earnings by the con-
tractor from traffic and extras, also the
cost to the State of departmental super-
vision, will he give a statement to the
House showing how the best interests of
the coontry are being served by accept-
ing the tender instead of having the
work done by the deparient at the
lower cost?

The PREMIER replied: The House
will have the fullest information which
hon. members may require placed hefore
it when the Estimates are under con-
sidleration. In the meantime I desire
merely to state that there is a vital dif-
ference between an estimate--be it ever
so carefully made-and a tender. There
is anl obligation on the part of a con-
tractor when his tender is accepted to
carry out his undertaking, no matter at
wvhat cost to himself, at tbe price agreed
upon. It is impossible to impose any
such obligation on the officer who draws
up the estimate.

QUESTION - UPPER DARLING
RANGE RAILWAY.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Premier: Will
he please state when the Pickering Brook-
Canning M.Nill section of the Upper Der-
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ling Range Railway, which was pur-
chased by the Government some time ago
from Millers' Company, will be made
available for the public?

The PREMIER replied: Arrangements
have been made to commence a train ser-
vice this week.

QUESTION-REDISTRIBUTION
OF SEATS.

Mr. SCADDAN (without notice)
asked the Premier: Will the Premier
inform the House when he proposes to
bring down the Redistribution of Seats
Bill; does he not think it desirable that
the Bill should be -presented to the House
some time before the discussion takes
place on it, as it is a Bill which, af ter
all, is just as important to the country
as to members of the House?9

The PREMIER replied: I cannot give
the hon. member any definite date when
I propose to bring this measure down,
but I certainly hope to be able to pre-
sent it within the next fortnight at the
latest.

Mr. Scaddan: Can you give any rea-
sons why you cannot state a date?

The PREMIER: I do not propose to
give any reasons.

BITLROAD S.
Report of Select Committee.

Mr. BROWN presented the report of
the select committee on the Bill.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) : With regard to -this Bill,
I do not think committal pro forma is
necessary' as recomended by the com-
mittee. I beg to move-

That the 2ill be reprinted with the
amendments recommended by the select
committee, and its consideration in
Committee be made an Order of the
Day for next Friday.
Question passed.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By -the Premier, 1, Papers relating to

S. F. McCallum (ordered on motion by

Mjr. Holmian). 2, Papers relating to
'Warder W~ise (ordered on motion by 11r.
Troy). 3, Papers dealing with claim
made by R. Barry against the Government
(ordered on motion by ',Nr. Brown),

BILL-SOUTH ERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAYt

Second Beading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

H. Daglish) iii moving the second read-
ing said: I do not think the second read-
ing of this measure is one that will call
for any lengthy remarks from me at the
present time. I desire to point out that
the attention of the whole community,
and of practically all te Engieb-,speak-
ing world, has been directed to this par-
ticular dis trict during the past few
weeks. The district is somewhat old, and
mining has taken place there off and on
practically ever since the Yilgarn gold-
field has been in existence, but it is one
which has latterly not -received any
great amount of attention. During the
past few years, however, there has been
a gradually increasing amount of atten-
tion given to Yilgara. On the route of
this proposed railway there are two or
three places that have been working for!
some time. At Hope's 11111 some four
or five miles from Southern Cross there
arc several parties working on old leases
There has been a public crushing plant
erected and some good developments have
been reported. A little further North,
about 10 miles from Southern Cross,
there are at present in existence two
large propositions, namely the Corin-
thian and the Corinthian North. There
is a reef there about 1,200 feet in length
with a proved depth of 100 feet, and an
approximate width of somewhere near
30 feet containing what are said to be
payable values.

Mr. Holman: What has been the gold
returnq

The AMSTER FOR WORKS: I
have not the figures of the return, but
there is an estimate that between
350,000 and 400,000 tons of ore are in
sight containing payable values.

Mr. Troy: Whose estimate is that?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
is the information I obtained from the
Mines Department, and I presume it is
authentic.

Mr. Holman: Would it not be better
to give the total gold yield?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member will realise in making a
railway proposition it is not necessary
that the field should have contributed a
sufficient quantity of gold to run the risk
of being exhausted. We are looking not
so much on what has been produced as
what will be produced. The size of the
lode there is sufficient to provide re-
munerative employment for a large num-
ber of miners for a few years to come.

Mr. Underwood: What about the share
brokers?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have no knowledge on that point. As I
wvas saying employment will be found
there for a large number of men for sev-
eral years to come, even if the lode is
not proved to a much greater depth.
About two miles to the North-West of
the Corinthian district there has lately
been a find reported, and a number of
leases have been applied for. Then, go-
ing on further- we come to the Bullfinch,
about 21 or 22 miles from Southern
Cross. With regard to this district I do
not think it is necessary for me to fur-
nish any information to the House fur-
ther than to state that the fullest details
with regard to that mining property have
been published in the Press during the
past week or two. I have had applica-
tions made to me as Minister for Works
to provide for road construction in order
to enable those who desire to go out pro-
specting- to have ready access to the dis-
trict, likewise to enable them to obtain
such plant and material for residences
and so on as are needed.

Mr. Holman : Are they asking for
grants to make roads?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member will perhaps understand
that if prospecting has resulted success-
fully there must he facilities given for
taking out plant, and the dozen and one
requirements of a mining town. The
hon. member realised this with regard to
Meekatbarra, and it would not be a bad

idea for him to take his wind back to that
period and apply to the Bullfinch the ar-
guments he used then.

Mr. Holman: It is a great pity that
the Government do not apply the same
arguments to the Bullfinch as they did to
Meekatharra.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
may point out that the present Govern-
ment were not in existence then. The
question for the house to consider is
whether we are going to follow up the
developments speedily with a railway or
whether we ere going to allow the cream
of the traffic to be enjoyed by carters and
others. Another point for the House to
consider is whether we are going to spend
large sums of money on roads which will
not be reproductive and which will re-
quire maintenance, or whether we will
spend money on the construction of a
railway which will be reproductive, at
all events to some extent. In regard to
this particular district there can be no
question. even though the principal mine
be the only one on which any develop-
ment worth mentioning has been carried
out, that there will spring up a mining
town around it. Even if no new dis-
coverv be made that mining town must
have all the requirements of a township,
and it will be necessary to carry thereto
not only the plant required for the mine,
but building material to establish resi-
dences for the inhabitants of that town.
If there be no other discovery made, a
town with a population of some hundreds
of people must grow uip around that mine.

'Mr. Collier: Has every town with a
population of a few hundreds got a rail-
way?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member knows well that is not so.

Mr. Holman: Will you explain what
difference to the revenue that 20 miles
of railway will make?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not exactly follow the hon. member's
question, but I would esteem it a favour
if bon. members will allow me to submit
my case fairly completely to the House.
and then they can ask questions. I -would
thenr be pleased to furnish any informa-
tion they' require. I was going to point
out that some means of communication
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between Southern Cross and this district
-would have to be provided. If that corn-
xuunication took the form of roads the
Government would have to heavily sub-
-sidise the local authority if it (lid nut
entirely have to construct the roads. In

alrenumber of mining districts the
4 ioveruinriit have had to give liberal as-
b istauce in connection with the construe-
(ion of roads. A road over the 22 miles
from Southern Cross to Bullfinch has
been estimated to cost, if constructed
over a 'width of 16 feet, approximately
£E15 per chain, or a total of £C20,000 in-
,eluding the necessary draining and clear-
i ng.

Mx. O'Loghlea: Roads are not pro-
-vided to other mines.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Roads have been constructed all over
the State on the different goldfields.
"In this particular country it 'would he
absolutely essential that there should be
-some rood communication. Because of
the fact that it differs from some
others of our mining districts. The soil
is of such a nature that it cuts uip very
quickly and the road would become prac-
tieally.impassable in winter after a little
heavy cartin , because of the wire, and
would become largely useless in summer
'beca-use of the large quantity of loose dust
upon it. It would cost something like
£E26,000 to make an efficient road, a road
that would bring in no revenue and would
require heavy aninual maintenance charges
to keep it in repair. Against that a rail-
way line is estimated to cost L40.000 for
the 22 miles. or about £E1,800 a mile.

Mr. Scaddan : The contractor ought to
get something, out of that.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I am
giving the hen, members the figures, and
I may say in reply to the leader of the
Opposition that it is proposed to con-
struct this railway by departmental
labour.

'%r. Seaddan: We have heard that be-
fore.

The IfNISTER FOR WORKS: The
lion, member has never heard a proposal
f rom me that has not been carried out.
This estimate is exclusive of the provi-
sion for ballasting, packing-, telephone,

[55]

culverts, etcetera, which will mean the
further expenditure of £4,000.

Mr. Bolton: To say nothing of rollig
stock.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS$: It is
not proposed to get special rolling stock
for this 22 miles. The cost of rails and
fasteninrgs would be 015.0100, and] the cost
of sleepers. £fs,900. I may point out
that in regard to the cost of this line the
carting of the sleepers would be a rather
heavy iteni because of the fact that they
have to be brought from a considerable
distance. There are also some difficulties
at present in obtaining labour, and these
difficulties have been allowed for in this
estimate.

Mr. O'Loghilen : That is because you do
not pay enough. In South Australia 9s.
a dlay is paid, hut you pay only 8s.

The MINISTER FOR WOIRKI-S: This
possibility of having to pay a higher wage
than has prevailed in the past has been
considered in preparing this estimate for
the House. The estimated value of rails
and fastenings. sleepers, etcetera, which
'wvotld be available for removal in the
event of thle line not paying, would he
£26.000, or equal to 65 per cent. of the
total cost; deducting this £26,000 the
rail-way would actually stand at a cost
to the State of £14,000, with a small in-
crease for average depreciation of sleelp-
ers. I have already indicated that the
total cost Of constructing the road would
be £26,000, and if this total cost were not
entered upon, in other words if the Gov-
ernment (lid not construct the road them-
selves, they would no doubt have very
largely indeed to subsidise the local auth-
orities in order to help them in its con-
struction.

Mr. Heitmann: We have never heard
such a proposition before in regard to any
minig cow).

The INISTER FOR WORKS: I de-
sire to point out to hon. members that
right through the State a very large
amount of money has been and is being
spent not only on road construction but
on road maintenance as 'well.

Mr.% Underwood: There is not a macad-
amised road outside of Boulder.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:I
cannot deal with the particular class of
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roads in the different districts, but a very
large expenditure from the Public Works
Department has already been made in con-
nection with assisting the construction of
roads in the various districts. I want to
come to this point: that if there is good
business to be done inl regard to this rail-
way the House is surely warranted in con-
sidering it. Some few weeks ago Mr.
Muir, the inspector of engineering suir-
veys, was sent tip to the district for the
purpose of making an inspection and sub-
mitting a report in regard to it. Mr.
Muir's report, dated 3rd November, reads
as follows:-

I have just returned from an inspee-
fib,, of the country between Southern
Cross and the Bullfinch mine as in-
structed by the bon. Minister. I am
greatly impressed with the possibilities
of the field and would recommend the
Government to undertake the construc-
tion of a railway to Bullfinch (some 21
miles) as soon as they can get rails and
.sleepers. I would also suggest that Mi.
Babinglon or Mr. Anketell be sent up
to lay out the line, grade it, and con-
struct it as they go forward. By these
means, supposing the material to be
at hand, we could possibly build the line
in, say, three or four weeks. The coun-
try throughout is well timbered, princi-
pally consisting of gimlet wood and
salmon gum. The grades would be easy,
and I think a surface line with a one
in 50 grade could be obtained. There
are very few waler courses, and the
chances are that arrangements could be
made for these to be bridged later. In
the event of the Government not con-
structing a railway it would be neces-
sary for them to provide a road which,
I think, would cost practically as much
as a railway. The country, almost
from 'beginning to end, is of good loamy
soil and, providing that the rainfall is
sufficient, should be good agricultural
land. In any case, they can grow bay
or chaff. I saw two or three crops near
Southern Cross, adjacent to the pro-
posed line, which showed very good re-
sults, and I am satisfied the construc-
tion of a railway would be a spur to
agricultural development.

I may inform the House that I do not
submit this as an agricultural railway
proposition at all, but I do say there can
be no doubt there is very good soil there
if the rainfall were sufficient. I am not
laying any stress on that particular clause
in Mr. Muir's report. It goes on tosay-

The timber along the line, or most of
it, is suitable for mining purposes, and
if not required at Bullfinch or South-
ern Cross would find a good market at
Ooolgardie or Kalgoorlie. 'There is a
sandplain about half-way, from which,
I think, good ballast could very easily
and cheaply he obtained. Meanwhile,
however, I see no reason why the
line should not be laid down on the
surface, say, without ballasting. I
would recommend that a slight devia-
tion to the west (if the grades would
allow of it) be made, so that the Corin-
fiflan mine should be tapped. This
mine, the Corinthian, is a low-grade
ore of very big body; the reef is som
40 to 50 feet in width and I under-
stand runs from 10 to 15 dwts. The
Bullinch, as far as I can learn, is prac-
tieaflly the only mine yet discovered sit
the terimi.nal point, but the possibilities
are enormous, in fact it is quite likely
that this mine will be one of the best
that Western Australia has ever pro-
duced. I would urgently recommend
that action be taken immediately, and,
as I before suggested, I think if you
sent Mr. Babington or Air. Anketell up,
there there would be no necesity-for
you to have plans and sections sent
down to 'be plotted and graded at bead
office. The length of the line is about
21 to 22 miles, and I estimate the cost
of construction at about £80,000.

Now, tiat is the report of Mr. Muir, and
it is supported by the statement of the
Engineer-in-Chief, whro says-

The construction of the line as recom-
mended, some 21 miles in length, must
be, to a great extent, speculative from
a traffic point of view, but in this case
I have no doubt would prove a paying
proposition.

It is a somewhat difficult thing, indeed
almost impossible, to show the commercial
possibilities of this line. There can be no
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doubt in the minds of any bon. members
that the discovery of the Bullfinch must
lead to enormously increased prospecting
in that particular district, and not only
in that particular portion of the district
'but right through the Yilgarn field, and
I hope the same energy will 'be communi-
cated to prospectors working in other
goldfields of the State. With a large
auriferous area like thalt which exists be-
tween Southern Oross; and the Bullfinch
on both sides, and going farther Nonth as
far as Golden Valley and beyond, it is
impossible to say what discoveries may
eventuate wiithin the next few years. The
Mfining- Engineer in his latest report on
the Tilg-arn goldfields gave some views
which I think are worthy of bringing
before hon. members although, perhaps,
they have already been read by some.
TPhe report staes-

The Southern -Cross auriferous belt
-extends -for over 50 miles in length, and
is usually over five miles wide. It is very
lull of lodes, especially of large low-
grade "formations," but in these and
in the adjacent country there are also
mnany well-marked fissure lades. Though
a large amount of prospecting has been
-done there are only quite a few of the
mines -that have as -yet been extensively
'vorked, and roost of these have been
-of decidedly low grade though often
profitable. The majority of the shows
-which have been opened have not been
able to attract the assistance of enough
capital to enable them to be equipped
-with proper machinery, and have there-
fore been worked intermittently and
at much disadvantage, usually havting
to cart the ore considerable distances
to be crnshed. The low-grade ore
bodies most common to this field re-
quire treatment close to the mines, with
as little handling as possible, and each
mine of any size therefore requires to
possess its own battery. The field is
advantageously situated as regards cost
of labour, mining stores, arid, domestic
supplies, and splendidly provided with
the best of mining tinter and firewood,
but outside of Southern Cross itself is
at present rather badly provided with
s-alt water supplies for milling, and very

badly 'with fresh water. Both salt and
fresh water are, however, obtainable
without excessive cost. The prospects
of this field appear to me to 'be on the
Whale very promising. There is no field
in the State where there are stronger
indications of extensive lode-forming
action, the auriferous belt being
a really remarkable zone of intense and
repeated f racturing and crushing orf the
earth's crust, affording all the geologi-
cal conditions usually considered fav-
ourable for the formation of ore bodies.
Good ore has been found more or less
alt along the belt, and seve ral of (tie
mines seem likely to become of much
importance. There is still great scope
for prospecting and untried ground for
flew reefs, and also in the older mines
for search in the large "formations" for
other ore bodies than those already
worked. The district at present seems
to me to offer as good opportunities
for intelligent prospecting as are to be
found in any of the other fields of
Western Australia, but recognition
must be wade of its somewhat unusual
features, especially on the prevalence
of "shattered zone" deposits, and a
wider conception taken of the nature of
the lodes than has been usual in the
past when the incidental quartz veins
have been regarded as alone worthy
of attention.

In regard to -this country to the imnieiate
north of Bullfinch I may point out there
is a number of mines which were worked
some years ago, some in the early nineties
-and, I believe, even in the eighties, and
which are known to possess large ore
bodies which with new facilities could 'be
profitably treated.

Mr. Collier: What is the name of one
mine with a large ore body out there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not a travelling mining directory.

Mr, Collier: If you know there are
mines there with large ore bodies you
ought to know the names of them;- that
is a question of fact, not of opinlioni.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Violet is one mine.

Mr. Collier: Where is the VioletV
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot answer the lhon, member, but I
would like to point out that apart from
the Bullfinch itself, wvhich must lead to
the establishing of a township, there are
a large n umber of leases taken up over
a stretch of seven miles in the vicinity
of the Bullfinch, and in some instances a
large amount of capital has been sub-
scribed for the purpose of working these
leases. What value the leases may have
is at the present moment problematical,
but we have every reason to hope in the
interests of the State that not only around
Bullfinch but for some miles away from
Bullfinch there may be valuable ore de-
posits discovered, anti I think we have
reason to hope that there may be in the
immediate vicinity other, perhaps not
equally, but very valuable properties. In
any case I wish to impress 'pon the House
that I think this railway as put forward
is a proposal to construct, at a cost of
£40,000, of which £26,000 represents ma-
terial that will, if the House decides ulti-
mately to remove the line, be easily re-
movable and capable of beingl utilised iii
other quarters. I -want to point out that
we will get the cream of the traffic towards
this goldfield, a thing -which the Govern-
ment have failed to get in the past. It is
not proposed that this railtvay should be
constructed to the standard of the State
railways until the permanency arid value
of the district have been more fully de-
moustrated. It is proposed that in the
meantime the charges on this line shall be
at contractors' rates, because it is realised
that it will he necessary, in order to se-
cure profitable working at the outset, that
something larger than the ordinary rail-
way rates must be imposed; but the public
in that district wvill he getting an nt-
doubted convenience and they will be re-
quired to pay a reasonable return to the
Government for the advantages they are
obtaining in that railway. I think, there-
fore, that tinder these circumstances I am
submitting to the House what might rea-
sonably be regarded as a business pro-
position in regard to which we shall
readily get a return of the difference be-
tween the total expenditure of £40,000
and the actual materials, which will have

a permanent value and represent at the-
present timie £26,000.

Mr. Scaddan: Why do you make an
extra charge to these people?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause at the outset the line Will nlot Pay tt
the ordinary rates, I understand it has;
been said also that the Government are
giving too much to the district, but the
Government are proposing to make the
people pay for the advantages they are
getting.

Mr. Hohman: Yoa are making those
pay who cannot afford to pay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is niot so, because the hon. member will
know that the cost of eartage over bad
roads is far in excess of contractors' prices
over a railway, and, therefore, instead of
making the people pay who cannot afford
to pay too much, we will he saving them
from paying the large amount they will
have to pay if this line is not constructed.
The difference, I am told, will represent
something like 4d. as against Is. 3d. per
ton per mile, and the hon. member will
realise that in these circumstances the
G3overnment can safely recommend the-
construction of this railway as a commer-
cial enterprise, wvhich will prove helpful
to the development of the district.

Mr. HORAN (Yilgarn):. I have plea-
sure in supporting this proposition and
I have equal pleasure in complimenting
the Government upon the aetivity thoy
have dLplayed in intivdticing it so
promptly in order to get this measure of
r-evenune thut would otherwise flow into
other chtannels. But further -than that,

asth inistser introdpcing theBlha
stated, it should be'recognised by all re-
presentatives that that extraordinary au-
riferous belt extends1 not for 26 miles, but
for at least 1,100 miles from Ravens-
thorpe to 'Mount -Magn et, and that eventu-
ally this railway Will be extended through
Golden Valley and even into the elec-
torate of my friend the hon. member for
Mount Magnet to that much favoured
place touanlme.

Mr. Troy: And "you and me" will re-
joice.

Mr. BORAX: This is one of the items
which on account of my temporary ab-
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settee from the Chamber I did not hear
the MVinister discuss. At the places we
travelled through several times recently
we saw wonderfully wide lodes oarvrying
rich gold, and the Minister for -Mines and
the scientifice experts who accompanied
him will give evidence oa the tr-uth of my
suggestion that the railway will arbimately
not only go to Bullfinch but far beyond
that point. Here also may I state that
I received a return from the Railway Dle-
partment 'the other day which indicated
that many thousands of pounds' worth of
timber was being conveyed from different
points on the E~astern railway to supply
mining props and tintber, not firewood,
to mines on the Kalgoo'rle and Coolgar-
dlie hell, with whbich this branch of rail-
way wrill secure closer connection and con-
sapiently reduce the cost of working a
great deal. My ten years' acquaintance
with Southern Gross is sufficiently exten-
sive to alhr-w me to say -with authority
that there have been sandalwood teams
employed for yenrs past drawing in
sandalwood from 20, 30, and 40 miles
out, and this railway must of neces-
sity bring teamsters and their product
into closer contact with F3remantle and
ad'd immensely to the revenue of the
State. Slandalwood is carried at a very
high rate on the railways as those eon-
neoted with the business well know. In-
dependent of that there will be the ma-
chinery required at the Corinthian, I
have it on good authority that there is
at least two years' crushing for a 50-
stamp baktery there. I admit with most
sensible persons 'that the Bullfinch at the
Present junctmre possesses an element of
speculation, but right along the line that
it is Proposed to traverse there are claims
in all directions and I am sure that the
machinery which will be required thiere,
whether the ore be oxides or sulphiides,
ivill justify the erection of a huge plant
f rom the operations of which the Gov-
ernment will benefit. If anyone needs
further evidence he will on a visit to the
field see in the large passenger traffic,
the motor-cars, and the crowds of people
carting there, another chaninel of revenue
which the Government are justly entitled
to take advantage of. The Minister,

speaking of course with greater authority
lilian I do, is in possession of facits and
figures, svlhich will be supplemented if
occasion demands it, later on. I desire
to sLupport the second reading.

M1r. Holmian: He must have kept his
facts and figures to himself; he did not
give them to us.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie) : We
munst all realise that the Bullfinch is in
its infancy at the present time, and
by some it might be contended that
it is not a wise Policy to construct this
railway. On every occasion wushen I have
spoken in connection with the goldfields
of tis S bate the burden of mny song has
been the immense importance of the gold-
mining industry. I have stated, and I
state again, that it is worth doable all dhe
other producing industries in the whole
of the State, and while we desire to en-
courage agricultture in every possible way,
it still must be coineeded that the gold-
mining industry must also be encouraged.
Many ox my friends on this side of the
House will say, "Why have not the Gov-
ermnent constructed a railway to Law-
lers; why did they keep Norseman with-
out comnmnunication for ten or twelve
years; and( why are they now rushing
this railway to Bullfinchq"

Mr. Holman: Ask Iorrie.
It. MeDOWALL:- I do not want to

ask that gentleman or anybody else that
particular question. I maintain that in
this instance two wrongs. do not make a
right and if the Government were lax in
providing railway communication -for
oither districts that richly deserved it, I
am now going to oommend them for their
prompt action in regard to the Bullfinch
field. Of couirse the Bullfinch may peter
out; it is impossible for us to tell the
future; but over and over again I have
argued that the anriferous country of this
State is so extensive and so valu-able that
even if that particular mine should peter
out the country in that direction is worthy
a railway for prospecting purposes alone.
Under the circumstances, it is my inten-
tion to support the second reading of the
Bill, and when wre find the Minister telling
uts that it will only run into iometbing
like £40,000, of which £26,000 is repre-
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sented in material that could be utilised
in other directions, members will at once
Bee that the risk is not very great.

Mr. Horan: Over £25,000 was got at
the sale of town lots.

.Mr. MfeDOWALL: I was going to re-
mark that. If the hon. member for Vil-
gan would not take on himself the whole
thing and say, "Alone I did it," I would
be able to get through my speech. But
we bave Bill Adams about to help and it
is difficult for me to do so. To come bac
to the subject: If there is only a risk of
£14,000 and half of the township has
realised £25,140 1 think there is every
justification for building the railway.

Mr. Draper: Is that money paid?
31r. MeDOWALL: No, it is not paid,

and in -that connection I pcrsonallV hold
the opinion that the Government, when
'they Sell land of that description, should
impose the same conditions as a private
individual, and so be able to sue the
bruyers for the balance of the money
instead of allowing speculation on -a
ten per cent, basis. We know that
if those gentlemen who have paid ten
per cent, find that the district goes down,
they can get out of -their liability.
'That is perfectly true, and there will be
no attempt on the part of the Govern-
ment to enforce payment. But that is, to
a certain extent, deviating from the sub-
ject. I am pleased to have sufficient con-
fldence in the Bullfinch to think that it is
going to last for the 12 months, and then
most of the people will have paid the
money. It must be realised that practi-
cally only half the township has been sold,
and I believe that had the other half been
submitted the other day it would have sold
as readily as the allotments already dis-
posed of, and in the circumstances the
sale of the township allotments would am-
ply pay for the construction of the rail-
way. But I again desire to say my chief
reason for supporting this railway, and
any other railways penetrating auriferons
country, is that the great gold industry
merits every possible encouragement, and
we have been prone to state that it is
not receiving the encoutragement the agri-
cultural industry is receiving. I think it
will he very foolish on our part to dis-

courage the Government when they are in
the humour to do something. An hon.
member laughs, but I do not think it is
very humorous. I think it is a very sen-
sible proposition. We would have been
only too pleased to encourage them had
they taken the slightest interest in giving
railway communication to Norseman 12
years ago, and it would be the height of
stupidity on this occasion, when we find
the Goverment so anxious to assist this
mining township, to oppose the construc-
tion of this railway. I think all the argu-
ments are in favour of the construction of
the line. Therefore I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the
Bill.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I move-
That the debate be adjourned.
The Premier: Why the necessity? Does

the leader of the Opposition want the ad-
journment?

Mr. Scaddan: The member for Murchi-
son wants it.

Mr. Holman: Let the Minister for
Mines speak

The Premier: He does not want to
speak.

Mr. Holman: Then I want to speak.
Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member

presses the motion of course I must put
it.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

-. 14
- .. 26

Majority against

Mr. Bath
Mr. Bohon
Mr. Colher
Mr. aml
Mr. Hetmn
Mr. Molt..
Mr,. ]Hudson
Mr. Johnson

Mr. Butcher
Mr. Careon
Mr. Daillish
Mr. Dro"e
Mr. Fonkes
Mr. Oordan
Mr. Gror
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Harper
Mr. Homn.
Mr. Jacoby
Mr. McDowell
Mr. Male
M otion thus

12
Ars.

Mr. O'Logblen
Mr. Prim
Mrc.8Scddan
Mr. Swan
Mr. Troj

(Telier).

Note.
Mr. Mitcbefl
Mr. Monger
Mr. B. F. Moore
Mr. Murphy
Me. Necson
Mr. Osborn
Mr. Platt
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. ware
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr Layma

(Teller).

negatived.
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Mr. HUDSON (Dundas): In voting in
favour of the motion for the adjournment
of the debate, I did so for the purpose of
allowing hon. members to make further
inquiries with regard to this proposition.
In all railway proposals we should be sup-
plied with full information. Plans, and
other reports should be on the Table of
the House, and every member should have
the opportunity of perusing them; 'but
in regard to this Bill the pl~ans were only
placed on the Table to-nighit, and the re-
ports have only just been read by the
Minister. I would point out that in most
eases -a proposal for the adjournment of
a debate on a Bill of this character is ac-
cepted. However, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading, because I be-
lieve that the railway proposed will be a
very profitable concern to the State. It
would be interesting, if the Minister for
Works would tell us whether the railway
was to be built out of loan moneys or out
of revenute, as to whether the revenue that
is being received from the satle of 'the lands
is to be applied for the purpose of build-
ing this railway line, or whether that
money is to go into the general revenue
and the line built out of loan moneys. I
have had a close acquaintance with this
district for the last 18 months or so. I
harve been all over it, and I think -there
is every justification for the construction
of this railway, that there is a reasonable
hope that the whole district -will prosper,
and that the line will become a payable
proposition.

.Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) : During the
few years I have been in the House I
think this is the first occasion, if my
memory serves me rightly, on which the
second reading of a Bill for railway con-
struction has been forced through in one
sitting. No mnatter what one's opinions
may be as to the merits of this railway,
I ask what justification is there for the
attitude of the Government in forcing
the second reading of the measure this
evening. Would anything extraordinary
happen to Bullfinch if the debate were
adjo)urned for a day or two in order to
give members an opportunity to analyse
the speech of the Minister for Works?
Whent is the object of this extraordinary
lp~qs'e in connection with this railway?

I venture to say there has not been any
railway proposition submitted to the
House supported by less facts and less-
arguments than those advanced by the
Minister for Works, Let us examine the
speech of the lion, member. He says
that in any ease the Government would
have to. construct a road to Bullfinch,
which would cost something like £26,000.
Why would the Government have to con-
struct a road to Bullfinch? Why deal
with Bullfinch differently from the man-
ner in Whlich they deal with dozens of
other mining towns in the State?

Mr. Horan: The quantity of traffic
justifies it.

Mr. COLLIER: Then I say it justifies,
the construction of hundreds of miles of'
roads in other parts of the State.

[The Deputy SpakerT took the Chair.]

Mr. COLLIER: There is a town called
Davyhurst, which carries a population of'
something like a thousand, or did for a
considerable number of years, and it is
30 miles from an existing railway, al-
most completely sa ud hill all the w ay, and
not an inch of that road is constructed.

The Minister for Mines: That is not
correct.

Mr. COLLIER: There is not one inch
of that road constructed. There may
have been money spent on it in different
-ways in repairing it a little bit, hat
there is not an inch of it which one could
call constructed in a way such as -would
cause the expenditure contemplated by
the Minister for Works in his argument
for a road to Bullfinch. The Minister
was speaking, I take it, of a macadam-
ised road that would cost £,26,000. I
want to know why the Minister for
Works thinks the Government would be
under any obligation to construct this
road when they have not adopted that
policy in regard to dozens of other
towns throughout the goldfields. The
Minister for Works went on further to
say that even if there was only one mine
in the district, even if there were no
more discovered outside the Bullfinch,
that mine in itself would carry a popula-
tion of several hundred, which in itself
would justify the railway.
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The Minister for Works: No, I did
nlot say that.

Mr. COLLIER: Those were the Min-
ister's words. He said it would carry
ua population of several hundred, which
iii itself would justify the railway. Then
will every mining town ini the State,
which carries a population of several
hundred justify a railway? If it is so
thle Government have been neglecting
(heir duty for a, greet many years past
because there are many mining towns
iii this State with not only a population
of a fewv hundreds but a population bor-
dering on a thousand and some of over
a thousand which have been asking for
railway communication for 12 or even
15 years, iid. the Government have
turned a deaf ear to them. Does the
Minister for Works say that one mine
Will muake a goldifield, and that one mine
,will justify a railway be that mline ever
so rich?2 Whatever merits this railway
may have, or whatever the future oif the
Bullfinch may be, the arguinent that ne
mine employing a few hundred men will
justify the construction of a railway is
a ridiculous one. The Minister for Mines
has read to the House a report by -Mr.
Muir, a highly amusing report. Mr .
Muir stated that the prospects of the
field were very bright, and hie strongly
recommended the construction of the
railway. He said there would be a large
revenue from the carriage of mining tim-
ber alone. and he added that if the tim-
ber was not wanted at Bullfinch it could
be taken onl to Kalg-oorlie. Ile first of
A declared that the field was going to
be a great one, and that the railway
would be justified, and then that if the
timber was not wanted there it could be
taken to Kalgoorlie. When he said this
it seemed that he had some little doubt
as to the future of the field. I want to
ask the Minister for11Mines. of what value
is the information supplied by Mr. Muair
and even that of the Engineer-in-Chief
as to the possibilities of Bullfinch as a
gold field. However valuable their infor-
mnation may be on matters on which they
ore qualified to speak, I say that their
knowledge of the possibilities of mining-
towns is worth absolutely nothing.

1Mr. Scaddan: The same two gentlemen
are making a report onl the possibilities
of the Esperanee linle.

Mr. COLLIER: Exactly. The 'Minister
for Works went onl to say that this rail-
way will cause imuc-h prospecting. He
said it would he itnipo.sible to calculate
the amounit of prospetliog that will he
carried onl for the next two years. It
is the first time I ever heard a railway
jns titled o~n the score that it is going to
assist prospecting. The Minister for
Works wanits to build the railway in or-
der to assist prospectors. From that
point of viewv alone his argument was
ridiculous. He told us that North of the
Bullfinch there were some mines which
were known to have very large ore
bodies, and he spoke of one which he
was informned by his colleague was called
the Violet, That is all indicative of the
casual and haphazard manner the Bill
has becen throwvn at the House. The Min-
ister declares there is a mine there with
large ore bodies, and when hie is asked
the name of it he inquires the namie from
his colleague, and he gives this and
other information to the House ais facts.
If these are facts, why could not the
Minister supply the House with some
information and let members know to
what extent those large bodies of ore
have been proved and. what they have
done in the past, and what their possi-
bilities are. He supplied no information,
but merely throws the Bill at the House
in a casual way, and expects members
to swallow it. I mnight. say at this stage
that it is not my intention to vote
against the second reading of the
Bill, but I think it is my duty
to offer some criticism against the man-
ner in which the Bill has been introduced,
and against the manner in which an at-
tempt is being Made to force it through
the House. It is because there is a great
boom on with regard to Bullfinch, and be-
cause the whole of the State is talking
Bullfinch aind because there have been a
few phenomenally rich erusbings obtained
from it, that the House is justified in
critically analysing the position. -.%Tm-
hers are not justified because of what they
have read in the Press during the past six
or eight weeks in swallowing everything
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and agreeing to the construction of the
railway or because there is a prospect of
Bullinch becoming a rich mining town.
Bullfinch may becoame another Golden
Mile. andt we all hope it will.

Mr. Jahcoby: It is a fair business risk.
Mr. COLLIER: Whatever the future

hans in store for Bullfinch at the present
time we have no evidence whatever that is
going to 1)e a great and permanent gold-
field, an1d it is just asi well that aid, in
reel ...nsilile positions ill a time like this,
whieh is a critical time inl the history of
gold-mnuing in the State. should act can-
tionslY. If this boom continues, and
leases are to be traded off onf to a slpeeu-
lative public who may be prejuared to put
money into them, thle mining industry
sin ,mfs ai chance of suffering, and] more so
than ins, been the case during the past
dozeii Years. Of the 1.200 leases which
have bleen pegged out, we know that a
large proportion of them are wild cats.
They arc nothing but salt-buish flats.

Mr. Heitman : Agricultural land, as
Muliir saysS.

Mr. COLLIER : Exactly, and if the
leaseholders succeed, because of the boom,
in trading them off on the investing lpub-
lie, it will be a hadh thing for
the mnining industry. I want to say that
this haste on the part of the Government
to Push, the Bill through practically in
24 hours, lends some colour, orl at least
the speculating public will be justified in
coming to the conclusion, that the field
lias every evidence of becoming another
Golden Mile. That is the conclusion the
public must draw because they will say
"When the Government have such coafi-
dence in it, and are constructing a rail-
way to it with such haste, wre will put our-
capital into it." As I have stated, I am
going to vote for the second reading bit
T want to I roteat iaiinst the man~ner in
whieli the Hill is bei ng hurried through.
and against the casual nmnier iii which
it has been flung at members by the M1ini-
stem' for Works. Before T sit down I
would like to quote the remarks the Mini-
ster for Mlines made during the course of
his visit to the district last week. In thme
course of a speech ii ireply to at request
for the maniy facilities the field wvi, asking,

for, the Minister stated that he was of
opinion the railway could await the fur-
titer development of the mine, and that
Cabinet would weigh and consider the
position before embarking on a railway
policy to that centre. What has hasp-
pened sincei That statement was made
on last Monday week, and ott Thursday,
his colleague, the Minister for Works, s-
cured the first reading of the Bill for the
construction of the railway. Furthermore,
we were informed by the Minister that lie
treat there specially to inquire into the
claims and merits of this railway, and to
advise his colleagues in Cabinet. If that
was his opinion onl Monday. what advice
did lie tender to Cabinet onl Wednesday?
Or wvhat happened between Monday
aidi Wednesday to justify the Minister
in recommending the construction of the
railway after having said on Monday that
it could await further developments.
When the Minister tiad been over the
field, he realised the necessity of being
cautious with regard to the matter, but
for some unexplained reason that caution
seems to have departed, and three days
afterwards the Government come down
with the Bilt for the construction of the
railway. It behoves hon. members to he
very careful to take no action that will
have a tendency to injure the future of
the mining industry of the State.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : I am very
much surprised that anl attempt should
he made to bludgeon tlu'ough a proposi-
tion like this without giving the people
an opportunity of matking any inquiry.
It is only characteristic of the attitude of
the Government when any booming pro-
position is placed before the country.
Then we have the matter prominently
brought before uts, and( it is pushed
through without any opportunity of in-
hluiry at all. T remember sonic little time
na go when another proposition in which
the M1inister for M.%ines interested himself
camne forward. That Minister dlid not
have the courage to move it. but lie placed
the matter upon the shoulders of the then
Minister for Works, and there was the
same lack of inforinaitioii in connection
with that matter which has been experi-
enced here tn-day. Speaking, of Southern
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Cross as a mining field, or of other gold-
fields in the State, I give way to no man
in my desire to see those fields go ahead,
or to do everything that it is possible to
force them ahead in a proper manner, but
I strongly object to a proposition like
this being pushed through the House for
the sole purpose of booming an already
too much boomed proposition. I intend
to submit figures and facts to show what
bas taken place in the past, and to show
that a proposition the Minister for Mines
absolutely declined to give way to on his
visit to Bullfinch is submitted to the House
three days afterwards, and I will show
that the only effect this rail-way will have
wilt be to boom the Bullfinch proposi-
tion.

Mr. Underwood: And rob the people.
Mr. HOLTMAN: Absolutely rob and

plunder them wholesale. As regards
Southern Cross, for many yearn past in
that district, as well as in other districts:
I have always come forward and given
mny assistance to everything that would
tend -to advantc it.

Mr. Roran: Considering that when you
-were Minister for Railways you did it
the greatest damage that could have been
done.

Mr. HIOLM AN: I am speaking about
Southern Cross, as a mining field, the
district relpresented, or I would say
misrepresented by the lion, member.
J was one of those who went to
the 'Minister and assisted in g-etting
at battery, for Southern Cross many
years ago, I travelled over that country
with some of the mnen who are battling
there to-day, and T always had a fair
opinion of the district. I am satisfied
that with a fair measure of assistance
and support Southern Cross will yet
prove itself to be one of the best mining
districts in Western Australia, but I am
satisfied that the money which it is pro-
posed to spend on this railway could be
better spent in other directions. We take,
for instance, the information given us
by the ML~inister for Works. I never beard
a mort' lame or lagging speceb on any
proposition than that given by the Mfin-
ister fer Works,. It was an insult to the
inlellizcnee of members and of the

people of the country. He read a reporc
by Mr. Muir stating that the agricul-
tural possibilities were something marvel-
lous. Another member got up and told
us that sandalwood would be found in
the district, while a third declared his
willingness to support any goldields
line. I am willing to support a goldfields
line, provided the proposition is a fair
and reasonable one. I am satisfied the
present proposition could have waited a
few months, before being brought for-
ward. The Minister for Works said this
wvas a business proposition. He was
asked what were the returns of the var-
ious mnines, and lie pointed to the Violet.
I can tell him the total production of the
Violet up to the end of 1909 was 65 tons
crushed for a return of 133 ounces of
gold.

The Minister for 'Works: That is not
the answer I gave to the question.

Mr. HOLMAN: No; I am giving the
proper answer. The Minister did not
know the lease.

The Minister for Works: The hon.
member is not quoting fairly.

Mir. HOLMAN: The Minister said
there were several important leases there
with big ore bodies. He was asked what
leases, atid hie said the Violet. Then again
we hear about the great Corinthian lease.
The production (if this mine up to the
end of 1909 has been 42 tons for a return
of 30 ounces.

The Minister for MIines: Does that
make any difference?

Mr. HIOLMAN: No; not a bit. I
wonder what -made the difference in (the
mind of the Minister for Mines between
the time he spoke at the Bullfinch and
the occasion when he spoke down here.

The Minister for Mines: When did I
speak down here?

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Minister has
not spoken dlown here he has done some-
thing else. There was, a banquet last
night of which I have beard, and I have
recollections of other banquets. I was
dealing with the question of the gold-
fields in that part of the State. In all
probability the total erushinz from the
Bullfinch mine does not amount to more
than 500 tons, and surely to goodness
it is not reasonable to ask Lus to build
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the Ii.. the purpose, in my opinion,
of booming that over-boomed property,
which is a gi-a~e danger to the inflow of
capital to Western Australia. It is a
great mistake for us to over-boom that
mine and grant the eonstruction of this
railway before the place is more fully
proved. We are rushing the railway
out there in record time; no railway in
the Commonwealth was ever rushed
through so quickly. It will be a very poor
stroke 'if business if we, by rushing the
railway to the Bullfinch, bring in a few
thousands of revenue and by over-boom-
in- the place persuade people to put
their money into propositions which are
absolutely worthless, to invest thousands
of pounds in wild eats. Yet the Minis-
ter in introducing the Bill said we should
construct the line as a business proposi-
tion. All the line is going to do is to
assist in boodling a great number of
people and driving- a great deal of capi-
tel out of Western Australia. Then the
gentlemen who force this line through
will turn round and say it is Labour that
has driven capital away, and will talk
largely about security of tenure and re-
duction of wages. What has driven capi-
tal out of the country in the past'? The
position was just the same as it is to-
day. Take the great Peak Hill mine,
perhaps five times ats rich in its early
days as the Bullfinch. Although the
country is different, the gold deposits
in Peak Hill are somewhat similar to
those in the Bullfinch. Over a great ex-
tent of country they got rich deposits
of gold just the same as in the Bullfinch.
To show, in my opinion, it is not a true
lode in the Bullfinch to-day I may point
to the fact that they are sinking shafts
all over the place. This leads me to be-
lieve it is a soamewhat similar deposit to
that in the old Peak Hill. There they
secured thousands of ounces of gold.
floated the company and ran the shares
to a market value of ;CIO, making the
value of the Peak Hill Company some-
thing over £1l,000,000. After havin bee

sold in the old country the shares re-
duced in value to a few shillings, and
you could not give them away to-day.
What has been done at the Bullfinch'?
I spy one of the cleverest strokes of

business ever done by any mining mank
in or out of Australia was done by Doo-
lette when he refused to part with his&
proposition and, instead, floated the com-
pany and kept the major portion to him-
self. He was supposed to have placed
530,000 shares on the market at £1, re-
taining 400,000 himself. It was stated in
the Press that half a million had heen
offered for tbe proposition. I am not in
a position to dispute the fact and, there-
fore, must take it for granted; but in-
stead of accepting the offer he floated
his property. What, then, is the positionT
He is able to corner the market, and to-
(lay the market value of the property is
£1,500,000. What does that mean?
A mining investment with its risks is al-
ways regarded as a 20 per cent. pro-
position. At less than that it is very
doubtful. Money returns from 6 to 8
per cent., ordinary property from eight
to 10 per cent, and mining propositions
should return 201 per cent. This means
that the Bullfinchi will have to return in
dividends £300,000 per year for a period
of over six years. What is going to hap-
pea in the meantime? Those shares are
being boosted up, and the mistake made
by the Government in pushing forward
the construction of this line is that they
will boom those shares to a very high
price, while, on the information sup-
plied, it will be a total impossibility for
the mine to furnish a sufficient amount
of money to give the investors a fair re-
turn. What was done to boost the Peak
Hill mine? Darlington Simpson used
something of the same tactics as are
being used by Doolette. He utilised the
Governor of the State; he got Sir Gerard
Smith, better known as "Jerry" Smith,
and took him through to Peak Hill, the
track being lined with champagne bot-
tles. They dined off golden plates made
of gold won from the mine, and the result
was that the mine was boomed to an en-
i.rmous value, and the investors were ab-
solutely robbed. I am afraid the sae
state of affairs will eventuate in the
Bullfinch, although on the other hand, I
trust it will prove to be the best pro-
perty opened up in Western Australia.
We had the same sort of thing when the
Phillips River was opened uip. and the
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Minister for AMines predicted a popula-
tion of from 10,000 to 20,000 people for
the district, to materialise within a year
or two. To show the sort of stuff
trotted out time after time, I asked on
that occasion that facts be placed before
the House; and I can point to my speech
in December, 1906, and defy the Minister
to show one incorrect statement, notwith-
.standing that I was forced to speak with-
t)int my notes. The Minister for 'Mines,
in trying to boost up the lproperty, told
uts that the population of Phillips River
wvould in a year or two reach from
10,000 to 20,000 souls. Several years have
elapsed since then, and what has been
dIone 2 The same thing was done as is
being done to-day. Kaufmann came out
and used the Glovernment for the pan-
pose of floating the property on the Eng-
lish market, aqid robbed the investors of
ninny thousands of pounds. He used the
'Government at that time just as Dorrie
lDoolette is using the Government to-day.
After nfmann came out and secur-ed
the leases fint the prospectors, and
bought the Government smelter at a ridi-
colous price-because lie found the
money to pay for the smelter in the resi-
dues and slag left there; he robbed this
eountry of a few thousand pounds in the
purchase of the smelter-he was able to
boost [lie proposition until its value
reached £1,230,000 on the English mar-
ket. To-day its value is probably only
£2_00,000, and those people who put their
nioney into such property are being
robbed throuwbi the assistance of the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia. The pre-
sent 'Minister for Mines is one of the
first Ito say the Labour party prevent
feapital coming into the State. The people
wvho prevent capital coming into Western
Australia are 'non like the 'Minister for
Mines and the members of the Chamber
,of Mines who, on every possible occasion,
when a boodler comes along lend their
services and titilise the whole power and
influence of the Government authorities
in boosting tip the boodler and thereby
assisting him to rob the legitimate in-
vestor who is quite willing to put his
money into a show if be has a fair run.
I say if the legitimate investor invests
capital in Western Australia the Labour

party are the people who see that he gets
a fair run every time. The Minister for
Mines, wvhen he has an opportunity as-
sists the boodler to rob the people in the
older countries, and in this country as
well.

The Minister for Mines: Is that quite
in order? It is very offensive anyway.

iMr. HOLIJAN: If the Minister does
not like it 1 %vill say that perhaps lie does
it unwiflting-ly.

Mr. lDEPUTY SPEARER: That is
haridly in order.

Mr. HOLMAN: He does it, but, as I
said before. p~erhaps hie does it nnwit-
tinguly. To prove it I quoted the oase of
the sale of the smnelter to Kaufmiann and
also the promise that the Minister for
'Mines made of' a railway to Phillips River.
It was that prms wvhich enabled Kauf-

inn to boost that property tip to the
Value whick lie did, and that tis done a
great deal of harm to Western Australia.
Phillips River of itself, if it were given
a clear run, is a fair mining proposition,
but being boosted uip to such a value it
ws~ impossible for it to give a return for
the money invested in it. We have the
v'alue of this Bullfinch mine quoted to us,
but other districts have produced much
more gold and have a greater population,
and yet have been crying out in vain 'for
years for railway facilities. Howv is it
possible that at such short notice and
without any settlement heing there this
place can get a railway? I am sorry that
the Government are doing as they are in
assisting- to place a good many wild cats
on the market. I speak as a warning to
those who may b e induced to put their
money into that proposition, not with the
intention of retarding development in a
legitiniate mining field in this State, but
to see that those who do invest their money
have a fair run. I could quote instances
of people who have put thousands of
pounds into mining and have been robbed
of their money. We have the testimony
of many scores of practical mining men
who have been prospecting in Western
Australia for many years, that many pro-
positions being boosted on the market at
the present time have never had a pick
put into them, and are away out where
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it is impossible to get any gold from
them. We have also the argument that
£25,000 has been paid for town lots in
that centre. Up to the present time only
£2,500 lhas been paid, and in a specula-
tive place like that it is always wvorth
while for a man to risk tea per cent. A
lot of these men have speculated M5
or £60 in thie hope of making a rise
before the next payment comes due. The
sale of -these town lots is a standing dis-
gWrace to the Government, and it absolutely
prevents a legitimate business Than and]
the poor individual having a say in the
town at all. It is all done for the pur-
pose of boosting lip the boodler all the
time, and what will the result be? Every
person who desires to start in business in
Bullfinch will be bled to the very marrow
hones by those who boug-ht up the town
lots, because the Minister for Mines has
stated that lie intends to drive them from
the leases onl to the town lots in the near
f uture.

The Minister for ines: Why do you
not quote correctly? T said I had no
objection to them temporarily putting
their buildings ou the leases, because there
was nowhere else to go.

Mr. Scaddan: You said that shorty
they -wouild be compelled -to go on to the
town lots.

Mr. HOLAKN: You did not expect
them to camp in trees, did you? You
told them they wouldd be compelled to go
on to the town lots, hut in the meantinie
they could stop on the leases. Of course
they could; they could not go anywhere
else. Tie sale of these town lots did no
good to the country because they -were
bought for speculative purposes, aithonirt,
there were some legitimate bids I admit.
and manny people -there wvill have to pay
through the niose for tile right to Mtnrl
business if they so desire. They will have
to pay exorbitant prices aind they will he-
ruined before they start. Of course it
pays Borrne Doolette to spend a few
thousands of pounds untitltie is able to
get rid of his shares at a high price, and
then the unsuspecting public will be "left
-with 'the baby to nurse," as the saying is.
and all their money gone. II was not my
intention to oppose the second readintr-

Of this railwayV Bill. T Will neCver oppose
anything that Wouild tell(] to improve tie
Conditions Of Ily mlining field in Western
Australia. I was one of the strongaest
advocates on the Norsenian line, although
I badly required mining railways in my
own distict ait tile time, but I said in
public many times that that "'as one of
the first mining- railways that should be
constructed in the State. To-day wve have
the Lawlers rustrnet, whii'h I i, uuL re-
present. andl the M inuim distriet, which is
inl my electorate, hoth ot whichi are far
more hiprtant to develop thani the Bull]-
finch. hut lDorric lDoolette orat vi other
boodler is not thiere, which account, for
both places heing passed over.

Mr. fioan : It is nuot righlt to accu~e
Iluoletre. [ k,,ow the g-entlemnan.

Mr. HOLMAN: I1 admit that he has
dune some work, a 1(1 1 ami pleased to
sce tint or anyone else make a. rise.

Ur. TDraper: And having made a rise
youL call him a boodler.

Mr. HOLMAN: Certainly not. T do
isol think I dlid call hin a boodler, but I
say that Dorrie Dooletre hias made one of
thme cleverest business moves that any muan
has ever miade in Austr71alia or out of it.

The Attorney General : You have been
calling him a boodler all through your
speech.

Mr. HOTLMAN: How canl ime Attorney
General know" He has been asleep.

Tme Attoney General: No, I have been
listening to yourV speech.

Mr. HOLMAN: Well, yoti usually look
as if yoti re asleep. I hatve seen sleeping
lizards on logs onl a s tnny day. and you
do not look muchi different. I uised to see
these lizards when I was a boy and every
time I wrent to catch them they were gone.
E"vidently the Attorney General has alsio
s~een tem and likes to im-itate their habit--
It is a marvellous fact that lie always
likes to lie asleep there eIIjtbying thle re-
flection of the electric light. bult when he
hearsi an interjection against thle Member
who is sp-eaking he rises to suipport it al-
though he dloet not kniow nlithingr about
it. I was dealing with the qutestion of
thle amiount of income Dooletie is inak-
ing, and althoughl I give him credit for
going into the couniitry I say that ttme
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Government should not assist him in
boodling other people. I maintain that
the fadt of building this line at the pre-
sent time will not only assist him very
greatly, much in excess of anything he
deserves, in increasing the market value
of hi property, but also there is a danger
of its a-sisting in putting other wild cats,
oil the market. The member for Vilgarn
laughs generously, but he will know that
the Bullfinch Proprietary Company is al-
ready floated, and that wild eats have been
floated as well, and that there are other
wild cats that are not yet floated. We
were speaking of banquets a little while
ago. f remember another proposition
broughit forward by M Ar. flarlington Sinip-
son. a wvell known man in the fining-
world, when they tried to lead me into
exactly the same position as the present
one. I was a young fellow and only just
returned as a member of Parliament. when
Mr. Simpson sent two gentlemen to ask
me to come to a banquet. I went down
to the Esplanade Hotel because they
stated that they wanted to talk about ti.
district I represented, and there was a
champmrne dinner, and afterwards, imer
eveiythinIg was primed tip. there was a
certain proposition made to me in con-
nection with the railway.

The Minister for Mines: You tole ne
it was at the Weld Club.

Mr. HOLMAN: No, it was not. I have
been there and seen the Chinamen with~
the Minister for- Mines as well. This was
at the Esplanade Hotel. They wanted LO
get a railway line to boost up the value
of the Peak Bill mine oil the manrket. I
was not satisfied, even at that time, that
Peak Hill warranted a railway, and I was
not satisfied with the proposition. I told
Mr. Simpson that if he wanted a railway
or any other proposition in my district
he should put the proposal in writing. He
did so, and I replied. Afterwards be sent
a letter through the lawyer of the pro-
perty saying that if I did not take tbe
matter up they would get some other
member to do it. I told them to do so.
They wanted to boost up the Peak Hill
district just the same as is now desired
for the Bullfinch district.

The Minister for Mines: You came to
me.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, I went to see ther
Minister for Mines and explained the
whole position to him. I was a young
member, and I went to the leader of my
party, and to other members of the party,
heeause I -ealised the danger of havinw-
anythiing to do with men 111w that. I am
only orrv the Minister for 'Mines dlid not
come to me when lie waq interviewved by
Air. Kaiufmann and others. I am always
one of those who attack propositions
which tend to prevent people from .aettinx
a fair go. I could have given the Mini-
ster for Mlines some information onl those
occasions that would have prevenled a
great deal 4f harmj being- done to Western
Australia. It is not my desire to oppose
the construction of this railway line, hut
I strongly object to the expenditure of
this amount of money when there are
other places in Western Australia that
cannot receive any consideration. Take,
for instance, the Cue gldfield. It is a
goldfield that has produced many t-hou-
sands of ounces of gold, but now they
want a few thousand pounds to go in for
a system of boring, and I am doubtful
whether the Minister for Mines will give
them any, consideration. They require a
State battery. Had One had a State bat-
tery some years ago, instead of the de-
partment pandering so much to private
enterprise, it would have saved Cue and
kept a large mining population there. But
not only need Cue be mentioned; there
are scores of other places in Western Aus-
tralia which, with a fair amouint of as-
sistance and encouragement, would return
and develop much better propositions than
anything outside the Bullfinch mine in that
centre. Again, we have the member for
Beverley, who has told the country time
after time that mining is going down,
that it is---

,ir. Harper: No. I said it was a
diminishing asset.

Mir. DEPUTY SPEARER: The bon.
member is not in order in interjecting
out of his seat.

Mr, HOLMALN: The hon. member said
considerably more than that. In fact
he condemned the whole mining industry
in Western Australia simply because they
placed him at his true value when he stood
for the Senate.
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Mr. Collier: He said that after five or
six years there would be no goldfields.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is worse; yet the
bon. member in spite of tbe fact--

Mr. Harper: I did not say anything of
the kind. I said there would be fewer
people on the goldfields then there are to-
day.

Mr. HOLMAN: I happened to hear the
lieu, member returning thanks after he
was defeated for the Senate, and there
were several other members who heard
him make the same remarks. They were
practically published, although the state-
ment was not put in the Press in full. A
more damaging statement coming from a
supposed-mining man, one who had made
his fortune out of the mines, could not be
found. It did more damage to the mining
industry in Western Australia than even
some of the actions of the Minister for
Mines, and that is saying a great deal.

The Minister for Mines: Why do you
not deal with the Bill?

Mr. HOTMAN: I am dealing with the
Bill by drawing attention to* the support
the Minister is getting for this measure.
Although the member for Beverley said
there would be no mining fields in West-
tern Australia in a few years' time he
is prepvared to blindly support this Bill.

M1r. Harper: I repudiate that state-
ment. I did not say that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the
member for Beverley takes exception to
the remarks the hon. member must with-
draw.

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member does
not take exception to them, he repudiates
them. I am pleased the hon. member ad-
mits he was wrong and is prepared to re-
pudiate the statement.

Mr. Harper: I did not make it. Why
do you not deal with the subject you are
up to speak onI

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. HOLMfAN: Deal with what?
Mr. Harper: Deal with the railway.
Mr. HOLMTAN: I am dealing with the

railway. I desire to point out that it is
a grave mistake for the Government to
force this Bill through the House on the
first nig-ht it is introduced, without giving
members the opportunity to get inform-

ation, or without even supplying the in-
formation to members. As has been said
before, the first time this railway was

mooted was less than a week ago. It had
not been dealt with by Cabinet a week
ago. It had not been before the country
at all. No request has ever been made for
this railway publicly from the Bullfinch,
and they never anticipated they were
going to get a railway.

Mr. Scaddan: They did in thle Pal-ace
Hotel,

Mr. HOLMAN: It is not the only rail-
way dealt with in the Palace hotel; and
in all probability, unless there is a change
in Government, it will not be the last

Mx. Augwin: Will that make any dif-
ference?9

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not think so.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!I The

hon. member must get on to the subject.
Mr. HOLMAN: It is a great. mistake

to try to force this measure through at
less than a week's notice. The railway
was not mooted a week ago from to-day,
yet we have the Government absolutely
refusing an adjournment of the debate to
give members the opportunity to get in-
formation. All the Minister for Works
staed was that he had no information to
give, because a proposal like this did not
require much information at all. That
is all the information we have had. We
are to take it for gran-ted that, because a
Minister makes a few statements like that,
the railway should he built, when there is
practically only one man in the country
at the present tfime who will benefit by
the construction of the railway.

The Minister for Works: Is that why
you are opposing the railway?

Mr. HOLMAN: No. T am opposin~r it
at the present time because--

Mr. Draper interjected.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mfr. HOLMAN: We are a-ware that

thle member for West Perth always tske-9
lip the cudgels, on behalf of the Govern-
ment. The reason I take exception to the
haste which is being- displayed over the
matter is that because I consider an op-
portunity should be given those who are
investing money here to get more infor-
mation -,o that they mig-ht have a better
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run for whatever they may irivest. If
the matter is pushed forward too hur-
riedly the information which will be
isapplied will be by no weans, satisfactory.
What has been suipplied is absolutely use-
less; in fact it cannot be called informa-
tion at all. The Minister for Mines, who
was uip there only about a wveek ago,
stated it was not his intention to recomi-
mend the construction of a railway line
for some timue at any rate, and when an
adjournment of the debate was asked for
early in the evening it should have been
allowed inl order to ciuphasise that there
was no need to hurry the thing- through
at one sitting. Last night the Govern-
went were treated to a great dinner-one
of the best dinners of its kind, so we are
told--given by the person wrho is going
to benefit by the construcetion of this rail-
way.

Mr. Scaddan: I never heard of a
MNinistry being used to such an extent be-
fore.

Mr. HOLAN: He who gave the
dinner could not even wait a respectable
Time; at any rate he might have waited
until somec progress had been made, but
before the second reading of the Bill was
passed and knowingf what hie who is so
largely interested, was going to gain,
splaslhed out so as to use the pledges of
some of the M1inisters at that banquet to
further his own interests. I object to
members of the Government being made
rise of in. that way. I am satisfied that
the construction of this railway line at
the present junctuire will do more harm
to Western Australia than good . and that
it will have the atter effect of preventing
capital froml coining to Western Austra-
lia, and it will have the same effect as
thle frauds whichi were perpetrated at
Phillips River. Peak Hill, and Lake Way,
and scores of other swindles known
to the State. and which have been
aided and abetted by responsible men in
power. We know too that Governors
have in the past been used to boost pro-
perties, . and that M1inisters have been
used in thle same direction. I am sorry
indeed that with all thle information and
details Of the pasL-t whichl are in our pos1ses-
cion. file sanir iiwe can be made to-day of

2t1inisters to farther the ends of those
who desire to advance their own interests.

[Mr1. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINTES (Hunl.
H. (I regory) : We have just had a
speech from the lion. member for Ifur-
clliisonl which is quite characteristic, of
1im. Time after time he rises in this
Chambher simply for the purpose of in-
stdilng others, and to do nothing else
than In throw mud all round the Cham-
ber.

Mr, Hllohoan: The facts of the ease
with regard to the Philips River were
pretty true.

The MINISTER FOR IMINES: Mem-
bers onl the opposite side of the House
ought to be ashamed to sit alongside the
mnember for Mufrchison. It is a shame -to
find that time atter time these misrepre-
sentations are being made by him.

Mr. Hlolmann: You. cannot point to
one.

The MI1NISTER FOR MHINES: In
connection with the construction of this-
railway I have no intention to go back
into the past. It is not necessary to do
so here. I am quite prepared to do that
on the public platform.

Mr. O'Loghlen: As you did at Men-
zies. You ought to be ashamed of your
speech up there.

Air. SPA-jER: Order!
The 21UNISTER FOR MINES: I

shall do it outside, and T shall be pre-
pared to take all the responsibility for it.
With regard -to the proposition before the
House I cannot understand the heat
-which has been thrown into the debate.
Surely hon. members are not going to
infer because some of the Ministers par-
took of the hospitality of Mr. Doo-
)ctte last night that the object of the
Government in bringing forward this Bill
is to create some special benefit for him?

Mr. Johnison: Why the undue haste?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: There

is no undue haste.
Mr. Holman: It was not thought of a

week a -o.
The MINISTER FOR INES: If

there were any opposition to the con-
struetionl Of the line I could understand
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the -beet which is being thrown into this
debate, but all the m;embers who have
spoken have expressed their intention
to support the second reading of tile Bill.

11r. Seaddan: It is due to thle House
to get all the facts before they pass the
measure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Bill is a short one for -the construction
of a small line of railway, and the Min-
ister for Works has pointed out that even
should the field not prove to be a success
the profit which will he made in the
earlier portion of its existence will repny
any losses that might occur subsequently.

Mr. Holman: Look at the harm it will
do in the meantime.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
country will be able to get along without
assistance from thle hon. member. [a
connection with some iif the statements
which I aim reported to have made at
Southern Cross, I -would like to make a
slight correction. The matter is of little
moment, but I think Ihon. members mighlt
follow me when I state that ini making
a speech tip there I explained that three
M1iinisters were asked tot visit the field and
to make a report to) the Glovernment as
to the action that should hie -taken with
regard to the constructionk of this line.
It is hardly likely that I should make a
distinct and defnite statement that thie
railway would not be constructed. I may
say the member for Yilgarn who was
present wiill bear me ont. I pointed out
that as far as the water supply was con-
cerned, that had been determined before
we left Perth, and that they could rest
assured that tbe Government would coni-
struct a pipe line to the Bullfinch, and
that the only question we had to consider
was what would be the average daily con-
sumption. As far as the railway Ava,;
concerned, I pointed out it would be Ohur
duty to report to Cabinet, and I said that
to my mind it would he better to wait
a. little lime until further development
work had been proceeded with, and hou.
members will admit that was a correct
statement to make there because I wanted
to impress upon those people that every
effort should be made to proceed with
development work so as to give the (1a-ov

ement greater incentive to construct the
line. When we returned to Perth and
reported -what we had seen there we drew
attentioni to the wealth of the district to
the north of Southern Cross, and r eferred
to the great necessity there was for cheap
means of communication to those large
low-grade propositions to the south of
Southern Cross, and I hope that the time
is not far distant when we shall be able
to construct a line also to those places
which are capable of carrying a large
pop ulation, so as to enable economic
minig to be cardied on, and also to af-
ford greater facilities than they have had
in the past.

Mr. Seaddan: There are plenty of
goldfields you can give railway EcoWminli-
cation to.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
JKalgoo'lie M1iner declares the people on
the golditelds have to depend upon the
Premieir who represents a coastal seat,
and upon the Minister for Works who
represents tile metropolitan area for their
requirements, and that newspaper adds
that these Ministers are the friends of
the g-oldlields, -while the three Ministers
representing the goldfields districts are
enemies of the goldfields.

Mr. Seaddan: Hear, htuar.
Thle MINISTER FOR MINES; Ap-

parently the 11on. member is going to op-
pose this Bill. If he does so I will not
attribute any wrong motive to him.

Mr. 0 'Loghden: Were you correctly re-
ported at Menzies two months ago?

The MINISTER FOB MIXES: It
was an erceedingly good report and T felt
very pleased when I read it. Some five
miles out there are enormous deposits
which many years ago were opened up
and worked, and abandoned, and onlyv
recently have been again started. A pmi-
vats C-rushing mill has been erected
along-side these shows, and the other day
a very' rich find was reported from there.
BLut the greatest discovery, from a rail-
wIay standpoint, has beven the Corinthian
and the Corinthian North. There is an
enormous body of ore uip there. I do not
know of an-y instance in Western Aus-
tralia of such rapid development work
on virg int properties. I know nothing of
the vaines. but frm thie r-eports T have
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received both the Corinthian and the
Corinthian North carry payable values.
It will be necessary to put large plants
upon them, and they wvill carry a large
populsttion. At the Corinthian three
lodes have been found to exist, and to
the North-West of this discovery some
new finds have been reported. So far
as the Bullfinch is concerned certainly
there is only one mine in which any
large amount of development work has
been done. Some 1,200 leases or more
are pegged out, and in instances some
work has been done; but in very few in-
stances have any titles been given to the
people who have the leases, so wve
could not expect much work to have been
done. However, we know there is a total
amount of from £200,000 to £300,000 pro-
vided for working on these leases, and
the money will certainly be expended in
development, and large numbers of men
must be put on for the pur-pose of thor-
oughly prospecting the ventures. A
towvnship will follow the sale that took
place the other day, and until the Bull-
finch people have put up their own plant
some :500 tons of ore per month will be
sent to Kalgoorlie for treatment.

Mfr. Collier: For how lon?
The MINISTER FOR Mi'NES: Onlyv

until they get their own plant.
Mfr. Collier- If they have faith in their

mine they will get the plant as soon as
possible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It does
not follow; they may want to develop
the mine to a couple of hundred feet to
he quite certain of the class of plant
they require. No walls lie been dis-
covered, and there are five or six Indps.
proved to run through that proposition.
So it may be necessary for them to carry
on much greater development work than
usual before determining the nature and
capacity of the plant they will instal,
Hence it may be some time before they
proceed with the erection of the mill.
and in the meantime they have leased
a plant at Kalgoorlie for six months, and
it is possible they will give us that 500
tons per month. Then there is; the ques-
tion of maichinery going out. The Minis-
ter for Works says it is proposed to
make the charges on this line for the

first six months ordinary contractors'
charges, or 4d. per ton per wile on all
goods. We recognise there is a specui-
lative business risk in the construction
of this line, and we arc prepared to run
out the pipe line and ask the House to
authorise the construction of this rail-
way on the score that even if this mine
turned out a failure and we had to pull
the rails tip again, the profit mnade in
the meantime in connection with the line
would amply repay the State for the
work done. But from what I have seen
of the district I feel quite satisfied that
instead of having to pull up those rails
we will not -only have to extend the rail-
way South so f ar as the Great Victoria
mine but farther North, where, in all
probability, new discoveries will be made,
an, d the question will be the extension of
the line still further North to open lip
the mining resources of the State.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth): When
I came into the Chamber to listen to the
debate I had a perfectly open mind in
regard to the railway. The arguments I
have heard certainly do not tend to the
justification of the building of that line
at the present time. It is not that there
are several mines situated 20 miles from
Southern Cross -which require a railway
in order to pirt them into a profitable
state of development. That is not the
reason why this line is to he built. It is
admitted by speakers on hoth sides of
the fl1ouse that there is at least olue mine
there, hult the state of development of
that mine has not been laid before the
Honse. and personally I am entirely iv-
norant as to how far the development
of that mine tends to show what the
permanency of the mine will be. But
I can recollfect other mines in the State
which have been said to be the richest
in the wiorld, which have been called
"Jewellers' shops," and which in one
case was said to be a blaze of gold. None
of these mines are in existence to-day.
Let me remind the House of the lion-
donderry. It goes back a long way, but
I can remember the flaming reports in the
newspapers about the .extraordinarily
richi finds in the Londonderry. So glow-
ingx were those reports, and so prosperous
the early history of the mine that in a
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very short period it was floated in Lon-
don for £700,000. Within 12 months of
that company commencing operations it
was recognised on all hands that the
mine was a miserable failure. That is
not the only instaince we have of one
mine said to be die best in the world, or
the richest in the State, proving a failure.
Hon. ninnbers must recollect the Wealth
of Nations. it would he amusing to per-
use the reports in tlie newspapers which,
were publislicd when that mine was first
discovered, a mine 'which, I think, was
sold for £100,000. That mine never justi-
fied in the Slightest degree the anticipa-
tions of its success. Coming to more re-
cent timles, members wvill recollect the
Queen of the Earth ait Ycrilla. That,
again, was described as extremely rich;
in fact, it was said that the gold could
be seen in the ore as though it was moss
growing on a rock. All1 these mines, said
to .be extremely rich and with -the most
prosperous future, have petered out. They
are isolated instances, and if a railway
had been built to each one of those mines
it niust have' proved an undoubted fail-
tire. Arec we any better off to-day in
building a railway to this one mine
called the Bullfinch than we would have
been if the Government had built a line
to the Londonderry or the Queen of the
Earth or the Wealth of Nations years
ago? It is stated here that this mine is
extremely rich; and that therefore so
far as this mine is concerned it is quite
unnecessary to build a railway, but that
we have to consider ±he mining indush-y.
We know, too, that the discovery of this
mine has given an immense incentive to
prospecting in the neighbourhood. Pros-
pecting parties are out in all directions
and it is probable that other mines, let
us hope of a permanent nature, will he
discovered and in a short time, I ven-
ture to think, we shiaU be in a mnch
better position to know where the rail-
way is to go than -we are now. If in-
formation had been laid before this
House to-night showing that there was
an immediate necessity for the building
of the railway to this one mine, a neces-
sity not as regards this one mine but
as regards the mining industry, T would
gladly have supported it, but I regret

that information of that character has
not been forthcoming. The time may
come when it wvill be necessary to build
this railway; if so, I can only hope that
the House will pass the line -immediately,
but at the present time, if we are going
to build the railway to -the one mine,
there are very likely other mines in the
State which can make an equal claim.
'What is the justification put forward by
the Government for the line V Not ex-
penditure of money for the development
of the State, but expenditure merely onl
the basis of a commercial speculation.
We have enough work to do in this State
out of borrowed funds in the direction
of developing our resources. We have
more than we can manage and at the
present timne we are not justified in bor-
rowing money to indulge in works that
are put before the House merely as com-
mercial specuilations.

On motion by Mr. Troy debate ad-
journed.

The House adjourned at 11.14 p.m.

Mr. Keenna IMr. Davies.

legislatve Resembip,
Wednesday, 16th November, 1.910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read Prayers.
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