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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: Map of
route of proposed railway from Southern
Cross to Bullfinch.

By the Minister for Lands: Annual re-
port of Woods and Fovests Department
for 1909-10.

EXPLANATION—MARINE  ASSES-
SORS’ QUALIFICATIONS.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
With reference to my answers to the
questions submitted to me by the member
for Albany on the 1st November, relat-
ing to nantical assessors, I regret that an
error ‘was, unfortunately, made in the in-
formation supplied to me by the depart-
ment conecerned, in regard io the term
during which Captain MeConnachy held
a certificate as master. It apears that
Captain MeConnachy first obtained his
master’s certificate in Adelaide in Oectober,
1869, and, subsequently, a master’s certi-
ficate in London in August, 1883, so that
he was the possessor of such a certifieate
for 41 years, instead of 27 years, inas-
much as the South Australian cectificate
was omitted. I make this explanation at
the request of Captain MeConnachy, who
has written me on the subject.

PROCEDURE AS TO URGENCY
MOTIONS.
Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) : T desire to
move the adjournment of the House on a
matter of urgency.
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Mr. SPEAKER: I bave not yet ecalleld’
for questions to he answered.

One question having been asked and
answered,

Mr. SPEAKER said: I made a mis-
take in regard to the peint rvaised by the
member for Mt. Magnet; his notice to-
move the adjournment of the House
should have preceded the questions on the
Notice Paper.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY,
CLAREMONT.

Mr. FOULKLES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has an analysis been made of
the water supplied by the Claremont
Water Works? 2, Does the Minister in-
tend to lay on the Table of the House a
report of any analvsis so made? 3, What
is the average temperature of the water
when pumped into the Congdon-street
tank? 4, Is the Minister aware that fre-
quent complainis are made by users of
the water that it is unfitted for domestie
and gardening purposes? 5, Will the
Minister eause inquiries to be made to
ascertain if any steps can be taken to
improve the qualily of the water?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, if so ordered. 3,
Average femperature when pumped in,
103, Falhr. Average temperature when
supplied for retieulation, 70 to 830, Fahr.
4, Some ecomplaints have been'received as
regards action on delieate planis, hut
since the inception of the cooling plant,
they have been very few. The water is
identical in type, and equally as favour-
able to plants, as that vsed at the Zoo-
logical Gardens. 5, The water is potahle,
but further reservoir and cooling capaeity
will be added as the consumption inerea-
ses.

URGENCY MOTION—PUBLIC SER-
VANTS AND DEFENCE FORCES.

Suspension of Prison Officials,
Mr, SPEAKER: I have received notier

from the member for WMt Mayx
net that be desires to move
the adjournment on a  maiter

of urgent public importance, to draw
attention to the suspension of two officers
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and the treatment of a number of other
warders emploved at the Fremantle gaol.
Those in favour of the motion being pro-
ceeded with will rise in their places.

Seven members having risen in their
places,

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) said: 1 de-
sire to move the adjournment of the
House to protest against the szction of
the Government in suspending two of the
principal warders at Fremantle and
threatening a number of others with dis-
missal. I regret I was unable to give the
Premier that length of notice I would like
to have given in ordinary conditions; but
I understood yesterday that the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Murphy) intended
to move the adjournment of the House
in order to bave this very important mat-
ter discussed; and as be is the repre-
sentative of the district, I was prepared
to give way to him had that been his in-
tention. However, I learned later on it
was not his intention to move the adjourn-
ment, and I thought it desirable to move
in the matter myself.

The Premier: The member for Freman-
tle was going to ask some questions with-
out notice.

Mr., TROY : There may have been
some arrangement on the part of
the member for Fremantle in regard
to his intention, and he may have
preferred .to ask questions without
notiece ; but the point involved is
of the utmost importance, and cannot be
dealt with properly by asking questions,
but most be dealt with by this House, as
it affects an important principle and the
interests of Australia generally. Trouble
arose in the first place in connection with
the suspension and dismissal of Warder
Wise, who was emplgyed as a warder in
the Fremantle prison. I have on the
XNotice Paper a motion asking for the re-
instatement of that official, and, there-
fore, I do not intend to disenss any mat-
ters concerning him, but at the same time
I must, during the eonrse of my remarks,
make some reference to his case, beeause
it has a distinet bearing on the recent
action taken at Fremantle. Tt will be
remembered that on the 19th October the
Hon. J. W. Kirwan asked the Colonial

1449

Secretary certain questions in another
place; the gquestions were as follows:—
1. Whether the report was correci
that Warder Wise, of the Fremantle
prison staff, was dismissed for having
disobeyed an order of the Comptroller
General in refusing to sever his con-
nection with the military aunthorities?
2, If there was any truth in the report,
what were the faets? 3, Whether in
view of the possibility of such a report
ereating doubt in the minds of Govern-
ment servants as to the attitude of the
Government towards those of them who
have already joined or are desirous of
joining the defence forces, would the
Ministry give the assurance that the
action of Government servants joining
the militia or volunteers met with their
warm approval? The Hon. J. D. Con-
nolly replied as follows:—1 and 2, Yes,
the exigeneies of the prison serviece ne-
cessitafed the Compiroller General of
Prigons requesting the resignation from
the defence force of two warders em-
ployed in the Fremantle prison as it
interfered with their duties as warders.
One of the two warders affected by the
instruetions sent in his resignation; the
other, Warder Wize, though warned of
the consequences, persisted in refus-
ing. 3, Yes, provided such serviee does
not interfere with their duty to the de-
partment in which they are employed.
The Commonwealth Government, how-
ever, have recognised the diffienlties at-
tending the disciplinary staff of pris-
ons, and the amending Defence Bill
provides, inter alia, for the exemption
from service of persons employed in
the police or prison service, ete.
A further question was asked by the Hon,
J. W. Kirwan on the 25th October as fol-
lows :—

1, Whether, in conpection with the
statement of the Colonial Seeretary on
October 28 that iwo warders employved
in the Fremantle prison had been asked
fo resign from the defence foree as it
interfered with (heir duties and that
one of them named Wise had been dis-
missed for refusing to vesign, the Min-
ister had noticed the following state-
ment made in the Commonwealth Par-
liamer:t by Senator Needham on Ocko-
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ber 19 and published in the West Aus-
tralian of Qctober 20:—“The man in
question (Wise) had been employed as
a warder in the Fremantle prison for
three years and a half, and two years
ago he joined the Australian Garrison
Artillery. Sometimes he was on night
duty and sometimes on day duty. When
on the former he attended parades on
Sunday afternoon, and when on the
latter he attended parades one night in
the week. During his period of ser-
vice as a soldier he had not asked for
one minute’s leave fo attend to his
duties as a member of his corps. He
was told by the prison authorities that
the faet of his attending these drills
and parades was interfering with his
dnties as a prison warder, and he was
asked to resign either from tbe forees
or from his position in the prison.
Warder Wise declined to do either, in
view of the fact that he had discharged
his duties as a member of the Garrison
Artillery during his leisure hours”§ 2,
Would the Minister seeure from the
Comptroller General specifie instances
of where Warder Wise’s duties as a
member of the defence foree inter-
fered with his duties as a warder? 3,
What reply had been sent to the tele-
aram sent by the Minister for Defence
on 13th instant respeetfully orging re-
consideration of the case in the inter-
ests of the defence of the Common-
wealth? The Hon. J. D. Connolly re-
plied as follows:—1, Yes, I have no-
ticed the report of the statement re-
ferred to, but it does not appear to
bave been made in connection with any
statement of bthe Colonial Seeretary.
2, His duties as warder were interfered
with by baving to be granted time off;
to change duties with bhrother officers;
and having frequentiy, whilst on night
duty, reqmred his hours of duoty
changed to enable him to attend to
his military duties, which was unfair
to the other officers, and naturally
caused discontent. 3, Following is the
text of the reply sent:—“Regret delay
replying  vour telegram thirteenth.
Warder Wise was requested to resign
military forces. as duties interfered
with prison duties. State Commandant
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was eonsulted, and agreed without hesi-
tation to grant free discharge, recog-.
nising nature of two duties must elash..
See Section 77, amendment Defence
Aet. Wise was warned of consequence,
but persisted in refusing, and was dis-
mmissed for disobedience of orders of
the Comptroller General. In view of
the section referred to, there appear to
be no grounds for reconsideration.”
That apparently was a very definite reply
by the Colomial Secretary to the enquiries
made by Mr. Kirwan, The statement was
to the effect that the duties of Warder
Wise as a member of the military forees
had interferred with his duties as a war-
der and that his fellow servants had been
penalised in consequence.  That would
have been allowed to pass bad it not been
that the warders at Fremantle were not
made of the material that the Comptroller
General and the Colonial Seeretary
thought they were, for, unlike many civil
servants, they took a determined step and
gave the following most emphatie denial
to the answers made by the Colonial Sec-
retary, The letter was written by a hum-
ber of the warders at Fremantle and it is
addressed, ‘‘To whom it may concern,'’
We the undersigned members of the
Fremantle prison staff, enter our em-
phatic denial of, and protest against,
the statement made by the Colonial
Secretary in rveply to questions asked
by Mr. Kirwan, M.L.C. We also stafe:
1, That Warder Wise's military duties
did not in any way interfere with his
duties as a warder. 2. On no oceasion
did Warder Wise change duties with
any one of his brother officers for the
purpose of attending military duties, 3,
On no occasion have Warder Wise's
hours of duty been alfered to permit
him attending milery duties. 4, No
discontent existed among the officers
eoncerning Wise's military and prison
duties. 5. Warder Wise’s military
duties were at all times performed in
his own time.” The signatures attached
to the doenment are as follows:—Geo.
Nvmoek, P. W. David MeLaren. V.
Harmer. J. R. Whyte, H. 8. Wisdom,
A. E. Bates, J. 0’Connor, J. Canavan.
8. W. Fielding, T. J. Pinston, AM.
Frank. J. E. Gurney, J. Featherston.
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A. Loveday, B, Hodges, P.WV,, H. H.
Swmith, G. T, Leslie, J. A. Harders, T.
J. Bolder, 1.. 8 Barlow, and J. T.
Munro.

No person in this Assembly could take
any exception to the warders having made
that emphatic denial. [t was what would
have been expected from any honourable
body of men because a statement,
coming from the Colonial Secretary and
going out to the country wounld undoubt-
edly mislead the people regarding the trne
position of affairs. I want to commend
these warders despite the fact that their
action has met with the disapproval of
the Comptroller General and the Govern-
ment, for the action they have taken in
this connectivn. A great mauny officers
sitnated in the same position would bave
merely satd, ‘It is no business of ours
and if we take up the attitude of disput-
ing what the Colonial Secretary has said,
we will have things made hot for us in
the futwre.’” I am glad to say
that the warders did not take up
that position. They determined that
no  matter what the consequences
might be they would put before
the people of the country the truth with
regard to the dismissal of Warder Wise.
As a result of this action on their part we
have another arbitrary and most tryaoni-
cal procedure taken by the Government
through their officer, Mr. Oectavius Burt,
an action taken because the warders had
the temerity in following the course
which they did. The letter which they
received from the sheriff is as follows:—

To Warder . By the publieation
in the public Press of a eommunication
sismed by vonrself and other warders
as relating to maiters conected with the
business of the Fremantle gaol, you
have rendered yourself liable to dis-
missal under gaol regulations 28, 29,
and 35, and you are hereby called upon
to at onee place in writing anything
yon may have to say why you should
not be dealt with aeceordingly.
(Signed) Qect. Bart.

I understand, moreover, that this person,
Mr. Octavias Burt, visited the prison and
had the warders earpeted before him.
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Mr. Bolton: Just like a lot of school
boys.

Myr. TROY: Mr. Burt took them to
tagk fur their temerity in having disputed
the replies given by the Colonial Secre-
tary. This aet on the part of the sheriff
is reminiseent of old penal despotism,
reminiscent of the cooviet days which it
would appear ave still with us, and ap-
parently we have among us still a pumber
of officials who adhere to the policy car-
ried out by the administration during the
time that Western Australia was a
Crown eolony. Unfortunately, too, we
have the spectacle of a Covernment
which, despite the progress made
by the people in the State, bas
itself made no progress and adheres
to these absurd regulations. I can-
not see how the Government can be
divorced from the action of the Comp-
troller General. It must be remembered
the Comptroller General would never have
had the courage o take action in sus-
pending the officials had it not been that
in the first instanece in conmnection with
the dismissal of Warder Wise he was
backed up by the Colonial Secre-
tary and the Government. There
is no doubt about that faet. The
faet that Warder Wise was dis-
missed proves that the Comptroller
General was backed up by the Colomal
Seeretary and if further proof is re-
quired we have the answers given by the
Colonial Secretary to the enquiries made
by Mr. Kirwan and which, hy the way,
have been proved to be absolutely incor-
rect, Since then two of the prineipal offi-
cers whe put their signatures to the re-
futation have been suspended and ‘that is
the position we have to-day. It is
therefore to draw the attention of the
Honse and the country to the existing
position of things that I have moved the
adjournment. The people of Fremantle,
T am glad to say, have not allowed this
matter to pass without some protest. A
public meeting was held on Sunday after.
noon, when the following resolution was
carried :—

That this meeting affirms the right
of every public servant to exercise his
personal liberty during his own time,
without official interference. and ex-
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presses its sympathy with Mr. J. Wise
in his unjust dismissal by the Wilson
Government. It appreciates the manly
action of the Fremantle prison warders
in defending Mr. Wise against the un-
founded charges and misleading state-
ments made by the Government officials,
It learns with indignation that these
men are now being punished by the
officials, and strongly urges the Govern-
ment to arvange for an immediate and
independent inquiry into the whole
guestion. 'That copies of the foregoing
resolutions be conveyed fo the Premier
and to the leader of the Opposition.
That motion was moved and seconded by
Tesidents of Fremantle and it was carried
by a large majority; therefore if deserves
the consideration of the House and hon.
membeys, n¢ matter on what side they
may sit. What has been the attitude of
the Government right through, and can
the Glovernment be held responsible for
that which has oceurred in the Fremantle
prison? In the first place T insist that
while the Colonial Secretary is a member
of the Government, the Government must
accept the whole responsibility. The Col-
onial Seeretary placed an interpretation

upon the Defence Act which Senator
Pearce, the Minister for Defence,
pointed out was ahsolutely incorrect.

He pointed out that Warder Wise was
exempt from serviee as a member of the
Commonwealth defence forces because
he was a warder employed in the Fre-
mantle prison by the State Government.
Senator Pearce points out that this is not
80, that he is only exempt in time of war,
and not in time of peace. As n result,
there is no exemption, so far as Warder
Wise is concerned, in rexard to service
in the Commonwealth military forees.
Senator Pearce went on to say that he
had made inquiries in the other States to
see if the same attitude was adopted there
as was adopted by the Western Austra-
lian Government. He learned that in
Victoria and Tasmania no obstacle was
placed in the way of warders being mem-
bers of the defence foreces; in New South
Wales no general embargo was exercised,
each case being considered on its mevits,
while in South Australia the question
had never been raised. The Western Aus-
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tralian Government, therefore, have ap-
parently taken a ecourse not followed by
any other State Government, they have
placed an embargo on these officers, a
course which has not been followed by
the Governments of the Eastern States.
Now, if it has not been found necessary
in the Eastern States for the respective
Governments to prevent prison warders
serving in the Commonwealth forces, then
such a necessity eannot exist in Western
Australia. Not only bave the Western
Australian Government taken up the atti-
tude of penalising their employees for
rendering patriotic serviee, but they have
failed in counrtesy to Senator Pearce, for
they allowed his telegram to remain for
over a week before replying to it. Ac-
cording to the Defence Aet a private em-
ployer ean be fined if he penalise an em-
ployee for serving in the Commeonwealth
defence forees; and while it may be diffi-
eunlt to penalise the Crown, I do not think
the Western Auwstralian Government
should be exempt from all penalty in re-
gard to their action in this ease. At the
bottom of the whole business lies a paltry
spirit of parochialism and jealousy. Ii
has been the common practice of the petty
conservative Governments of this State,
and other Australian States, lo annoy the
Commonwealth Government by a policy of
pin-pricking in an endeavour to nullify the
good work done for the defence of Aus-
tralia. JTf T cared to continue I eould re-
count a humber of instances in which this
(fovernment, and every like Government,
have adopted & parochial spirit and jeal-
ous athitude in regzard to the defence work
of the Commonwealth Government. Even
in regard to the old-age pensions we know
that an endeavour was made to involve
the Commonwealth Government in diffi-
cully, for the Full Court was appealed to
in an effort to prove that the Surplus
Revenue Bill was unconstitutional. Right
through Australia we find, except in con-
nection with defence matters, every petty
conservative Government doing their
best by a pin-prick poliey to involve the
Commonwealth Government in diffi-
culties.  Here in Western Australia,
only in regard to defence, the Gov-
ernment, who ialk patriotism on every
oceasion do their best to prevent the peo-
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ple rendering patriotic serviee to the
country, did their uimost at the last Fed-
eral elections to deprive the Common-
wealth Government of money with which
to finance their proposals; and in the same
spirit they are preventing their officers
from serving in the defence forces of
Anstralia. They have done their utmost
to dissuade their servaunts from joining
the defence forces, and have even gone to
the extremity of penalising them, as in
the ease of Warder Wise who was dis-
missed for standing up for a principle,
and who should be supported by every
member of the Assembly, and, indeed, all
the people of Western Australia with
patriotic feelings. A Government that
would penalise their officers for engaging
in any scheme for the defence of the
country are not doing their duty by the
people. and are not deserving of the sup-
port of members of the Honse. In Great
Britain the territorial forces were much
injured by the meanness of the private
employer; but while the private employer
in Ausiralia is willing to allow his em-
ployees to serve, sometimes at consider-
able inconvenience to himself, we find that
the Western Australian Government are
fhe only Government penalising their offi-
cers for carrying out a patriotic duty.
Should not a prison warder be given the
same consideration as any other person?
Is he to be expected to work 24 hours a
day for seven days a week; is he to have
no time in which he ecan, if he desires,
engage in recreation, which in this case
took the form of serving with the mili-
tary forees: is he not to be permitted to
serve with the defence forees, not to be
entitled to the counsideration given to
every other person of the community, no
matter whether a eivil servant or a pri-
vate individval? 1 contend it is very
necessary that this matter should have the
fullest discussion. It has already been
discussed in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, and the attention of the people of
Apstralia has been drawn to it. Tt is of
vital eoncern to the people of the Com-
monwealth, for it affects a great prin-
ciple, not only the prineiple of the
defence of the Commonwealth, but the
principle of whether a servant of ihe
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Crown is a servant whose whole time
must be at the teck and call of the Comp-
troller General; or whether, on the other
lkand, he is entitied to the same considera-
tion as is afforded to every other in-
dividual. T insist that he should be
entitled to sueh econsideration, and
that the Parliament will lay it down
once for all that if the Government
of Western Australia intend to pen-
alise their servants and the people of
the Commonwealth, the Parliament will
not support that aetion for one moment.
It is the duty of members to take action
at once, and I hope they will not lose
this opportunity of expressing their em-
phatic opinions regarding the attitude of
the Government. Tf we bave eivil sér-
vants whe, like Lthe Compiroller (Feneral,
put false words into the mouth of the
Colonial Secretary. those officers should
be punished; and if we have a Colonial
Secrelary who has not the backbone to
punish those officers it is high time the
Government asked for the resignation of
that Minister, and put another person
in his place who wounld see that the will
of the people is carried into effect. If
there is a Government {o-day who support
the arbitrary actiou of the Comptroller
General in regard to the penalising of
these warders, and the dismissal of War-
der Wise, it is the duty of the House to
turn that Government out of office; and
in doing so members will be supported by
the people not only of Western Australia
but of the whole Commonwealth, The
Premier may laugh, feeling, I suppose,
that he will be able to Ealk this Assembly
over as he may have been able to satisfy
the member for Fremantle; but he will
find on this side no dumb-driven ecattle;
there are members here who will insist
that the public service shall get fair freat-
ment, who will see that the regulations
of the old conviet days are no longer re-
quired. It is their duty to vote for the
moHon. I beg to move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Mr. MURPHY (Fremanile): Without
assuming any more importanee than at-
taches to the humble position of member
for Fremantle, I may say I have asked
the Premier to let me be the first speak-
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er afler the mover of the motion. The
mover is quite right in his inference that
ii was my intention to move the adjourn-
ment of the House myself if certain
things did not take place. The moment
this trouble took place in Fremantle,
by which the two principal warders
were suspended and 19 otbers re-
ceived written notice that unless they
could satisfy the Comptroller General
with their reasons why a particular
document thad been signed and pub-
Lished they were liable to dismissal
—it may be strange, but the warders
placed themselves in communication with
me. A meeting was held on Saiurday
night, at which 17 warders atiended.
The warders desired that until my efforts
failed no publicity should be given to
the matter, no public meeting be held to
air their grievances, no house-top ecries
uttered. From that meeting two men
were sent to the Fremantle Trades Hall
with the objeet of, if possible, stopping
the Sunday afterncon meeting.

Mr. Anewin: The Trades Hall had
nothing to do with it

Mr. MURPHY: 1 am just telling you
what took place at the meeting which I
attended. Let me get away from this
partienlar question and refer somewhat
personally to my action as regards the
dissatisfaetion that existed in the Fre-
mantle 2aol long before I was elected
a member of the House, and to what T
have attempted to do since T have oeccu-
pied the position. Immediately after my
election I had interview after interview
with warders who came to my house
making certain eomplaints. Two of the
members opposite will remember that
the first thing I did after being sworn
in was to ask them if they would eon-
sent to sit on a select commitiee for
which I purposed to move with the ob-
jeet of inquiring into the working of the
Fremantle gaol. T asked two members
on that side opposite, and two here, fol-
lowing the usnal course that prevails in
New Sonth Wales, and presuming that I
would be appointed as chairman of the
commitfee. At the request of our late
Premier, Sir Newton Moore, I allowed
that infention to move for a select com-
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mittee to go by the board for the time
heing.

Myr. Johnson: You have let too many
intentions go.

Mr. MURPHY : Probably. Time went
on and a change of Government took
place, so far, al least, as the Premier
was concerned. Then the request I made
to the late Premier I made to our pre-
seni Premier, My, Wilson, substantiating
the grounds for an inquiry. What was
the result? Mr. Wilson listened to what
1 had to say and to what the Colonial
Secretary had to say—neither of us
knowing anything beyond what we had
been told—I dare say that with all due
respect. I am told by the warders and
the Colonial Seeretary is told by his
officers. The Premier immediately recog-
nised that the pesition was serioms en-
ough, anyway, to have some inquiry, and
over 2 month ago Mr. Jull was appointed
as a speeial commissioner to make in-
quiry into the working of the Fremantle
Gaol.

Me,
held ?

Mr. MURPHY: WNo; but that just
shows that at least I have not been idle.

Mr, Seaddan: You have evidently heen
pretry idle during the last month.

Mr. MURPHY: Why?

Mr, Seaddan: In not keeping them up
to the inquiry.

Mr, MURPHY: Let the hon. mem-
ber take it up and try. I remember a
previous member for Fremantle (Mr.
Needham) who was three years at it and
did nothing at all.

Mr. Gill: He was only here for 16
months,

Mr. MURPHY: Well, 16 months. The
reason why the inquiry was not held bhas
nothing at all to do with the motion now
before the House. At that meeting on
Saturday night—and I want to make it
elear not only to the House, but also to
the country how that letter eame to be
signed—at that meeling of 17 warders,
Warder Wise was present—I would Like
the member for Mount Magnet to listen
to this statement—and in my presence
he was told that when he asked for those
signatures and obtained them he did so
under the promise that the doewment was

Collier: Has that inquiry heen
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uot to go inte the public Press. Those
warders told Warder Wise that had
they known that document was to be
published they never would have signed
it. Tt was obtained from those men for
privaie information,

Me. Hudson: The guestion is whether
it was accurate or not.

Mr. MCURPHY: I will deal with that
by and by, but I do not want any credit
to be given to those men otber than that
they willingly signed the document
lknowing that it was never to be pub-
lished.

Mr. Holman: They knew they wounld
he ‘‘shot out.”’

Mr. MURPHY : Now, we come to what
took place last Saturday. Two principal
warders were suspended, and 19 others
gut notice of dismissal unless they satis-
fied the Comptroller General that their
action was in keeping with his notions.
Unless T had known before I came into
this House that the two prineipal war-
ders had been reinstated, and that so far
as the other 19 are concerned a reply
which I had drafted, and which they all
signed, had been aceepted, T would cer-
tainly have moved the adjournment of
the House. Those men have been rein-
stated without any stain on their char-
acter.

My, Bolton: Is that to end it?

My, MURPHY : So far as my action
was coneerned, and so far as the promise
T gave to them was concerned, 1 per-
formed my duty. T do not see how any-
one conld expeet that after obtaining the
promise which I did obtain T could stand
up in this Chamber and move the ad-
journment of the House about something
with whiel 1 had not been eonnected at
all.

Mr. Trov: Whose is the blunder?

Mr. MURPHY: Let us not forestall
matters. Let me sav that the general ad-
ministration of the prisons in this State
does not end with that matter. I am
prepared to give notice later on this
evening to ask the Government a straight
out question as to whether they are pre-
pared to appoint a Royal Commission to
ingunire not only into the working of the
Fremantle gaol but also into the general
prison system of the whole of Western
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Australia, and 1 feel that the appoint-
ment of such a commission would give
satisfaction, if not to all, at any rate to

the general community of this State. L
only rose to say that so far as I am per-
sonally concerned I have not neglected
my promise o the men, my duty to my
constituents, or ny duty to the State as
a humble member of this House.

- The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) :
I regret that the hon. member who has
moved this motion did not give me some
longer notice in order that I might go
carefully into the fles and see the exaet
bearing of the case on which he had
moved the adjournment of the House.
Naturally one cantot in half an hour,
which is about the time he gave me, in-
quirve fully into the ruatter.

Mr. Holiman: There bas been notice in
the I’ress for the last two days.

The PREMIER: I have had oo notice
in the Press during the last two days at
all. If the hon. member had taken the
ordinary course and told me this morning
early, I should have had an opportunity
of getting a full grip of the matter.

Mr. Troy: I gave you the same notire
that I gave myself.

The PREMIER : The how. member has
bad the subject under his coustderation
since Saturday last, judging by tlie news-
paper acocunts of what has taken place.

Mr. Troy: Pardon me! I have npof.

The PREMIER. The hon. member for
Fremantle came to me shortly after one
o'clock to-day and mentioned that he was

. going to ask a question without notice ns

to what had been done in regard to the
warders. I said, “Very well, I will tell
the House what bas been dope in regard
to the warders.” He also said tbat he
would like to get some information in re-
gard Lo a proposal for the appointment of
a Roval Commission regarding the work-
ing of the gaols generally. T =aid, “Very
well, if voun like to ask a gquestion T will
give you a reply.” That does not take
much looking inte. If an inquiry has
been held in regard to charges against
officials, I ean certainly give the informa-
kon without anv undue notice. But, when
an hon. member uses that to ventilate the
question of Warder Wise's dismissal, in
regard to which he had previensty tabled
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a notice, it hecomes a larger question,
and requires more study and aitention.
Let me say at once tbat I am sorry he
has taken up the position he has done,
and not confined himself absolutely to the
action in eonneetion with the 21 warders
who signed a certain document whish was
duly published in the Press. Now I have
left Warder Wise ont of the question alto-
gether. I admit that the two questions
bave perhaps some intimate eonnection.
As the hon. member stated the warders
have apparently taken this action at the
request of Warder Wise and as a protest
against the treatment of Warder Wise,
and therefore to that extent the hon. mem-
ber was justified in referring to Warder
Wise's case. But, let us first deal with
the matter of the 21 warders, Here we
have the pusition as T have culled it from
the Press, and also certain resolutions sent
to me from the meeting held in Freman-
tle on Sunday afternoon last. These reso-
Iutions [ received when I went to my
office this morning, having heen out of
town for part of Sunday and the whole
of Monday. The Press, I see, published
# statement of this indignation meeting
at Fremantle, and published in extenso
the document which these warders signed,
the letter whiech the Comptroller General

of Prisons wrote to the warders, and also,’

of course, some very warm speeches by
the chairman (Mr. Carpenter) and Messrs.
Angwin and Bolten in reference to the
matter under consideration. Let me point
out to hon. members that no matter what
opinions they may hold with regard to
the treatment of Warder Wise, T think
they must concede at any vate that the
action of these other warders, if it had
been taken knowingly, and with a fall
knowledge of what it meant, and that
their statement was going to be published
in the Press, is a reprehensible one in
the extreme.

Mr. Troy: A very courageons one.

The PREMIER: No, not courageous.
Now. let us take the wording of the docu-
ment. It commences—

To whom it mav concern.
That is the whole world at large. There
is no question of keeping a document of
that sort secret, and it is passing strange
1o me that any warder could have signed
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that document and thought it was not
going to be published, It goes on to
say—

We, the undersigned members of the
Fremantle prison staff, enter our em-
phatie denial of and protest against the
statement made by the Colonial Secre-
tary in reply to guestions asked by
Mr. Kirwan, M.L.C.

Mr. Holman: Why should they not?

The PREMIER: It most be obvious
why they should not. The individual
warders conld not possibly know that the
statement was absolutely wotrue; they
conld only know so far as their own
individual experience went that they
bad not been ecalled upon to take
up duty on account of Warder Wise
being away on military service, and
that so far as they knew there
had not been caused any discontent, I
have the papers here, and I have occupied
the few minutes during which the mover
was speaking, to turn up Warder Wise's
applieations for leave. So far as that
goes, whether they were granted or other-
wise, Warder Wise made application, and
yet these warders declarve that the staie-
ment of the Colonial Secretary is untrue.
That is only one point in passing, but
n¢o matter whether it was true or untrue,
will lon, members tell me that it is in
accordance with the discipline of a gaol,
a police foree, or an army, that the men
should give the lie direet to their superior
officer In a statement such as this?

Mr. Angwin: Yes, if he tells a lie.

The PREMIER : If that is to be the
case, then good-bye to discipline for ever.
We will have mob rule.

Mr. Angwin: How is the Minster fo
know the truth unless he is told?

The PREMIER: I will give the hon.
member something from the file in
Warder Wise’'s own handwriting, so that
he will see that it is frue so far as T have
it in the files.

Mr. Bolton: You are quibbling like the
Minister.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is
hecoming offensive.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdraw that statement.

Mr, Bolton: If it is offensive I will
withdrew the statement that he is quib-
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bling, but later on I will have something
more to say; he knows what I mean.

The PREMIER: After giving the lie
direct to the Minister—of eourse the Min-
ister cannot personally be cognisant of
what takes place, he must rely on his
officials, but let me say al once that if I
tind that the Comptroller Genemal, or any
other official in connection with this mat-
ter, has wilfully or knowingly misin-
formed the Minister in regard to this
or any other matter, I will be the very
first man to say he must get out.

Mr. Angwin: They led him astray. I
have given proof of that to the Minister
myself. 1 wrote to the Minister drawing
his attention, and he admitted he did not
know the statement was untrue.

The PREMIER: Of eourse I cannot
reply to that. I know nothing about those
communiegtions. If is impossible for me
to do so. At the outside I have only had
ten minutes to look up the matter, and
then T am interrunpted by statements I
know nothing about. I was saying that
if the Comptroller General has wilfully
and knowingly misled the Minister, he is
not fit for his position.

Mr. Seaddan. You do not want to be
too explieit about what von will do. If
it is proved, you mizht be put in a diffi-
cult position.

The PREMIER: Let us come back to
this statement. They state first that War-
der Wise’s military duties did not inter-
fere in any way with his duty as a war-
der; thaf is, in their humble opinion. It
may be so in dthe individual opinion of
warders, but I agk reasonable people who
is to be the judge as to whether they do
interfere with his duties as warder. Who
is to be the judwe, his fellow warders, or
bis superior officers controlling the de-
partmeni—the Comptroller General, or
the prineipal gaoler, Mr. George. Who
is to judge? Surely to poodness it must
be admitted that if one warder is to be
permitted to give the necessary time to
defence foree purposes, which amounts to
several days in the year, to say nothing
about odd hours off, all the warders of
the institution could elaim the same right;
and no matter how the Government might
be inclined; and are inclined and willing
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to bhelp forward the defesce movement—
they have always shown that inclination
—1if the whole of the warders of the gaol
were called oui to attend to military
duties what would become of the duties.
inside the walls of the gaol? Whereas
it might be easy enough to put up with
one individua! warder joining the de-
fence forees, and perhaps be easy enough
to arrange for him to abiend the different
funections and the different drills in con-
nection with the forces, and easy enough
to give him ‘the necessary week or 14
days, or whatever the time is, to aftend
camp onee a year in connection with his
post as a member of the defence forces,
yet hon. members munst see at once it
wonld be absolutely impossible to give
every warder in the institution the same
right and the sane privilege, or the:
prison would be left unprotected, left
without officials. The same thing applies
to the police foree. We cannot expect
that the police officers are to be permitted
to become members of the defence forces
in the same way as the ordinary civilian,
for the reason that their duties in the
protection of the life and property of
citizens demand that they shall be else-
where; and if we give one member the
opporfunity of being absent we must
give it to all, and there would be no police
force. Agmin, lef me point out that it is
not very arbitrary to take up this stand,
for the reasom that both warders and
members of the police foree are naturally
trained men. They are praetically all on
a semi-war footing, if T may use the
term; they know how to handle firearms:
they are skilled in rifle shooting and they
are disciplined in drill. So we have in
these men already, without the annual
training which the ordinary ecitizen must
2o through to make him at all competent
or desirable as a member of the defence
forces, men fairly-well trained and dis-
ciplined for use in case of war, or in case
their serviees should be demanded on an
emergency.

Mr. Seaddan: It is a matter for the
Commonwealth to decide, not for us.

The PREMIER: It is not a matter
for the Commonwealth: it is the right of
the State to control its own servants.



1458

Mr. Seaddan: It is the right of the
(ommonwealth to decide who shall de-
fend the country.

The PREMIER: No. Every man must
defend the country, I do not care what
he is. I cannot be called upon to teke
this military service, I am over the age,
but T ean be called upon to defend the
country.  The hon. memher put it that
these warders were entitled to the same
consideration as other people. I admit it
at once. 1 admit that warders and civil
servants and members of the police foree
are all emitled to the same c¢onsideration
as citizens outside the public service; but
at the same time, let me say again, duty
must be observed; and if we are to have
that efficient service in State departments
we are entitled to, then we must not per-
mit the two duties to elash and interfere.
We cannot have dual command and con-
trol over these men, and the Commandant
himself on these papers has recognised
that. When he was appealed to he came
to see the Minister and had a long con-
versation with him in regard to the mat-
ter; and he also on one oceasion, 1 be-
lieve, called upon me at my office in ref-
erence fo the point: and he said at once
thal lhe realised that the two duties must
of mnecessity elash, and therefore, so far
as he was concerned, he was quite pre-
pared to grant the necessary discharge to
Warder Wise in order thai the warder
might resign his position in the defence
forees. This came about becanse War-
der Wise had pleaded that he had signed
on for three vears and conld not break
his contract with the defence forces, but
when thi= was brought nnder the notice
of the Commandant he said, “Yes, I see
at onee that the duties must elash and
therefore T am quite prepared to let War-
der Wise vo and to grant his discharge.”
After that, Warder Wise was avked on
more than one gecasion—I think so far
back as April last—to resign, together
with another warder named Dymock.
Warder Dvmock resigned promptly, but
Warder Wise refused afier first saying
that he wanded time to consider the mat-
tor. He allowed that time to go by, amd
he vltimately refused to do as he was
requested and resizn from the defence
forees. Then, as far as the information
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goes, the Comptroller General left for
the North-West and was away for some
time, but he left word that Warder Wise
must be again requested to resign in order
that his position in the defence forces
might not interfere with his duties in the
gaol. The warder did not do so, and the
superintendent asked that the matfer be
allowed to stand over until the  Comp-
troller General came back from the
North-West, The member for Mount
Magnet asked some questions in the
House on the 13th September in econnee-
tion with this matter, and answers were
given which I think he bas quoted to-day.

Mr. Troy: I have not gquoted them, but
you have an intimate knowledge of the
matter eonsidering you only had half an
hour's notiee.

The PREMIER: I have a precis with
me and I am picking up the knowledge
as I go along. The hon. member asked
if ibe Premier was aware that efforts
had been made by certain offieials in the
Prisons Department to compel men un-
der their control to leave the Federal
Defence Forces, and what reasons, if
any, were given by such officers for their
attempt to interfere with State em-
ployees serving the Defence Department -
during their own time. Sir Newion
Moore replied that the exigencies of the
prison service necessitated the Comtrol-
ler General of Prisons requesting the re-
signation from the defence foree of two
warders employed in the Fremantle
prison as it interfered with their duties
as warders. Then the hon. member
asked if any appeal had been made to the
Government against this official attempt
to deprive men of their rights as citizens,
and if so, what reply had been made to
sueh appeal. The reply was that one of
the two warders affected by the instrue-
tions did make a request for reconsidera-
tion of the matter, and that his reqnest
was refused by the Colonial Seeretary
after conferring with the State Com-
mandant, who reported that he had no
hesitation in granting this, or any other
warder. a free discharge, as he conld
readily see that the nature of the {wo
duties must clash,

Mr. Bolton: He was a long time see-
ing it. hecan~- (here are a number of
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«officials in the service who are in the de-
fenae forces; in fact the superintendent
of the gaol holds a long service medal.

The PREMIER: How long ago was
that? There are only two warders af-
fected; one bas resigned and the other
has refused to resign. The member for
Mount Magnet also asked whether the
{lovernment were in favour of allowing
all State employees, in common with
other citizens, facilities for serving in
the defence forces, provided such ser-
vice did not interfere with their duty
‘to the department in which they were
-employed. Of course I replied yes, we
«did favour it, also that the Com-
monwealth Government had recog-
nised the diffienlties attending ¢he
diseiplinary staff of prisons, and
that the amending Defenece Bill
provided, inler alia, for the exemp-
tion from service of persons employed in
the police or prison service, etcetera.
Now, with regard to the bon. member’s
statement as to the custom that pertains
in the Eastern States, I have not de-
Bnite information before me, but I be-
lieve there is no case of this sort in ex-
istenee. [ think I am vight in saying it,
I do not know of my own knowledge,
but I have been led to understand that
there are no warders in the Rastern
‘States placed in the same position as
these two men, T see that some explan-
ation was given by myself in an inter-
view to the Press that seems to put the
position in a nutshell. This is the ex-
iraet—

Our position is exaetly similar to
Queensland, where the Minister for
Defence admits the howrs of duty are
suneh as te preclude warders joining
the foreces, excepting as members of
1fle elubs. The Government are keenly
alive to the necessity of military train-
ing and preparation for war by the
whole adult commnnity, and every en-
couragement has been given and facili-
ties granted to enable persons in the
employ of the State volunteering their
services in connection with the defence
movement. It will, however, be readily
recognised that there are diffienlties in
such disciplinary staffs as police and
gaol officials being relieved from duty
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for the purpose of training, and, in-
deed, such is not necessary, seeing
“that they are to a great extent trained
already by the very nature of their
occupation. I may say that these offi-
c¢ials are always encouraged to become
members of rifle elnbs, to which a large
namber of the police belong at the
present time.

However. to return to Warder Wise,
when the Comptroller General came back
he saw Warder Wise and asked him why
he bad not resigned, and stated that if
the warder did net do so he would sus-
pend him, and intended to recommend his
dismissal. There was ample notice, as
hon. members will see, and Warder Wise
rather impertinently answered, in the
presence of the superintendent, that he
did not intend to do anything of the sort,
and the Comptroller General could do as
he liked. Surely it must be subversive
of diseipline it an employee can tell the
Comptroller ieneral, ‘*You ean do as
you like.'’

Mr. Angwin: He should have gone on
his knees.

The PREMIER: No, nothing of the
sorl. Then Warder Wise was suspended
on the 28th Oetluber; and as he would
not obey the instructions, he was subse-
quently dismissed. He defied the Comp-
troller General as I have shown, and of
course it was causing some feeling in the
gaol and diseontent; and his oection, as
hon. members must admit, was likely to
interfere with the diseipline of the
prison.

Mr. Bolton: What was causing the dis-
conient. Wise's action or the Comptrol- -
ler’s action9

The PREMIER: 1Wise’s action was
causing the discontent at that time, be-
cause he defied the authority that was
in contrql of the prison; and if he lhad
been allowed to go on defying, hon. mem-
bers ean see at once the whole of the
officials would be up in arms and against
the auathority of their superior officers.
The proper attitude was for him to say,
“J will send it my resignation, and T
will appeal to a higher authority. "’

Mr. Bolton: The Colonial Secretary?
What is the good of appealing to him.
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The PREMIER: The bhou. member
must noi be personal; be is always per-
sonal in his interjections. He knows full
well that he is allowing his personal pre-
judice and feeling to interfere with his
judgment. Warder Wise was not per-
emptorily dismissed as the reports in the
newspapers make out; he was warned as
far back as the 13th April last and he
continued to be warned tv ihe date of
his dismissal.

My, Underwood:
warned ?

The PREMIER: The answer [ have
already quoted as bhaving been given to
the member for Mt. Maguel surely ought
to have directed his aitention to the posi-
tion he was in.

Mr. Seaddan: Is it a coincidence that
he was warued on the 13th April?

The PREMIER: I do not know to
what the hon. member refers.

Mr. Scaddan: The Federal elections
were held on that day.

The PREMIER: My memory does not
2o back to the Federal elections. Were
they held on the 13th April?

Mr. Scaddan: Yes; and the results
were known a day or two afterwards.

The PREMIER: Then I cannot see how
the coincidence ean apply. That point,
however, does not affeet the question
ander consideration. But so far as
Warder Wise is concerned we would have
been entitled to leave the serviece. Hon.
members will see from the medical re-
ports that he is not a suitable officer fo
be a member of the defence forees on
aecount of the state of his health. He
has already had leave from the service
because he was suffering from a bad leg.

My, Angwin: Brought about by his
duties in the gaol.

The PREMIER: I do not think so.
Still, it is shown that no great hardship
has been done. .

Mr. Bolton: His charaeter is rnined if
be is dismissed.

The PREMIER: I just wish to briefly
refer to some of the files in eonnection
with the matter. Tt was stated that no
applications had heen made by Warder
Wise for leave in connection with his
military duties. Here is a letter on the

Why should he be
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file dated 28th May, 1909; it is an appli-
cation for leave of absence, and reads—

T respect fully apply for half a day's
leave of absence, to wit, Saturday after-
noon the 29th, to enable me to attend
a special military parade examination
to be held by the State Commandant.
Trusting that the application will re-
ceive favourable consideration, etcetera.

I notice that across the corner the word
“aranted” has been written, There is no
initial under it, but I think it is in the
chief gaoler’s handwriting. This applica-
tion was sent in by Warder Wise himself.

Mr., Troy : Who signed the word
“wranted”?

The PREMIER: I have already stated
it is not signed, but it appears to be in
the handwriting of Mr. George. Then
there is another applieation made for
leave by an officer of the Military Depart-
ment. Mr, Page asks that Mr. Wise, the
chief clarionet player in the military band,
should be allowed to attend the King’s
Birthday parade. He adds tbat he would
like Wise to he permitted to leave for an
hour or an hour and a-half.

Mr. Angwin: He did not go on that
oceasion.

The PREMIER: This application is
written on a serap of paper; it is a tele-
phone message.

Mr. Johnson: The band has no connee-
tion with the military business.

The PREMIER: Oh, yes, it has. There
is a minute here from the Comptroller
General himself, who . states that the
superintendent reports in connection with
the questions asked by Mr. Kirwan that
Warder Wise changed his duties with a
brother officer on Sunday, 24th October,
1909, and that he was granted a day off
on the 25th of the same month. Arrange-
ments were also made at the special re-
quest of Captain Hills to permit Wise to
attend tbe birthday parade in 1909, bat
at the last minute Wise did not go. On
other occasions Warder Wise went off
evening duty in order to attend to mili-
tary duties, but the dates cannot be given
now as no official records kave been pre-
served. Warder Wise was dismissed for
not obeving the order of the Comptroller
General, and the determination from
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-which that order sprang is that it is im-
possible to allow warders to join the
.military forees. I think I have said suffi-
-cient to show that this man has nef been
«dealt with in a vindictive spirit, but that
his position was such that it conld not be
.overlooked by the department, and I
think the ouly proper course the officer
«eould have taken under the circumstances
would have been to resign in accordanece
with instroetions and then make his ap-
peal. It is true that owing to the gues-
‘tions asked in the ¥ederal House com-
munications have been received by me
from the Minister for Defence in connee-
‘tion with the case. Tt is also true—al-
‘though the matter is hardly worth men-
tioning—that the first telegram was de-
‘tained for nearly a week in consequence
-of having to obtain information before I
«could reply to the Minister for Defence.
It is also equally true that when the Min-
ister for Defence had written to me, or
rather when the Acting Prime Minister
wrote to me at the instigation of the Min-
ister for Defence, the Minister for Te-
fence gave an interview to the Press sia-
ting that he was awaiting a reply from
the Premier of Western Ausiralia to the
representations made to secuve the reecon-
sideration of the case of Warder Wise,
At that time I had not received the letter;
it came the following morning.  Theve
has been no delay, at any raie not more
than was necessary in getting information
from the departments. T replied to that
eommunication after inquiries had heen
made, in the following terms:—

I beg to acknowledge receipt on the
3rd instant of your letter of the 26th
ultimo. I mention the date of receipt
becanse on the day previous, namely,
the 2nd idem, the Hon. Minister for
Defence (Mr. Pearce) is reported to
have said, in reply to a question hy
Mr. Needham, “that he had not yet re-
ceived a reply from the Premier of
‘Western Australia to the representa-
tions made to secure the reconsidera-
tion of the case.” As there was an un-
fortunate delay in my replying to your
telegram on the same snbjeet, I wounid
not wish it to appear that there had
been any delay in regard to your seeond
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communication. This, you will observe,
has not been the case from the dates
above quoted. I note that Clause 7
of the Bill to amend the Defence Act
1908-9, only applies to service in time
of war. The point, however, I desire
to emphasise is that the clanse recog-
nises that military duties and prison
duties clash: hence the provision for ex-
emption. Under the eompulsory train-
ing provisions warders who are within
the prescribed ages will, as you point
out, be liable for fraining in time of
peace, but there is no compulsion after
those ages? Members of the defence
foree are liable to serve 16 days every
year, If warders are permitted to join
the defence fovces they will he liable
to this service in addition to the com-
pulsory training service of those within
the prescribed ages. The case of Warder
Wise drew attention to the problem.
Kither all or none of the warders eould
be permitted to belong to the military
forees. If all joined it would disorgan-
ise the staff. If a few joined it would
create discontent amongst the rest. The
Government, therefore, decided that no
warders should be allowed to join. The
military Commandant recognised also
that the duties of the two positions
clashed, and readily consented to grant
a discharge to Warder Wise. Warder
Wise was requested to resign and re-
fused; he was warned of the result, bat
persisted in refusing. The Government
has given this matter ecareful considera-
tion and while, at the present time, see-
ing no veason to alter the decision ar-
rived at, in view of the impending visit
of the hon. the Minister for Defence,
T shall he pleased to diseuss the matter
with him. and doubtless you will be
zood enough to notify Senator Pearce
accordingly. 1 desire, further, to as-
sure the Commonwealth Government
that this Government is entirely in sym-
pathy with the defence movement, and
on all nceasions assist to the best of its
power in facilitating its development.

Mr. Trov: Who sent that reply?

The PREMIER: T sent it to the Aeting
Prime Minister. With regard to the 21
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warders who sent along this unfortunate
communieation—

My, Johnson :
Minister.

The PREMIER: Very unfortunate for
the member who published the eommani-
cation, knowing full well that he was
doing something which was not in accord-
ance with proper diseipline.

My, Walker: Is the aceusation against
a member of this House?

The PREMIER: Non. With regard to
the 21 warders the Minister has had the
position under his consideration. He
fully believes the statement made by a
good many of them that when they were
asked to sign this doecument they fully
understood it would not be made publie,
hat was simply to be handed to a mem-
ber of another place, and also the Mini-
ster for his informafion. The Colonial
Secretary also has taken into considera-
tion the sworn statement made by the two
senior warders who have been suspended.
They have made a statement to the effect
that they vegretted their action in unin-
tentionally infringing the regulations, The
warders have each sent in a written: state-
ment that they did not know the document
was for poblication in the Press, and
therefore they did not think that they
were breaking ibe regulations, and the two
warders who are nnder suspension have
sent In an affidavit that they had not
the slightest idea that the statement would
be made publie. - They expressed regret
for having mnintentionally infringed the
reunlations, and the Colonial Seecretary
has decided that the warders under sus-
pension shall be reprimanded and rein-
stated,

Mr. Johnson: But did they withdraw
the statement?

The PREMIER : T do not know whether
they have withdrawn any statement, I
only know the information has heen given
to me that they have made the admission
that they were asked to sign the doen-
ment, and that, as thev understood it, it
was not for publication. I am informed
also that some of them have stated they
sipned the docoment in order to get
Warder Wise reinstated, baving heen
given to understand that if they signed it
Warder Wise wonld be put back.

Unfortunate for the
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Mr. Holman: Now thevy lhave to say
another thing to keep their places.

The PREMIER: Not at all. It seems
to me that if the Minister in his diseretion
acts harshly, hon, members are at him
at once for being ubjust, while if he takes
a lenient view of an offence and accepts
explanations made, hon. members blame
him for that attitnde. What my colleagne
has done in this ease has been to con-
sider the position and eonsider the accusa-
tions——

Mr. Underwond : Did your collearne do
anything?

The PREMIER: These inane interjec-
tions are wearisome. 1 have stated what
my colleague did. The Minister ordered
the warders to he reprimanded and rein-
stated, That is the punishment so far as
it woes. He does not think the offence
sufficiently serious to justify wholesale
dismissals, and so he reprimands and re-
instates. The Government are always wil-
ling to treat their officials justly, so far as
their infermation and knowledge guides
them. They know there has been some
friction in contection with the gaols of
Western Australia for some fime past.
They know, for instance, that the Comp-
troller General in writing the letier which
he wrote to these warders, was not, per-
haps. acting as eavefully as he might have
done in a communiecation of this sort. It
appears on the face of it that the only
punishment was dismissal. 1 am quile
willing to concede that the letter carries
to my mind the impression that it was
a question of, “You are liable to dismis-
sal if you do not give a satisfactory ex-
planation,” whereas the regulations, al-
thongh providing for dismissal as a maxi-
mum punishment, provide also fines, re-
primands, and reductions in grade. There
are many ways of punishing besides dis-
missal; therefore, to that extent at any
rate, perhaps the Comptroller General has
been indisereet. But apart from that;
I am prepared lo let the gaols of
Western Australia be fully inquired into,
and my only eoncern will be to get hold
of someone who has the requisite expert
knowledge to conduct sach inguiry and
advise as to whether our gaals are being
correctly administered. whether this frie-
tion whi¢h is said to ncour with the offi-
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cials of the gaols is grounded on justice
and right or otherwise, and also fo give
proper advice as to the reforms to be
made. Fopr this purpose it is necessary
that we should bave some person who is
well versed in criminology and prison
management, and my ouly anxiety is to
get a gentleman of snch qualifications. If
I can find in the Eastern States one who
is versed in eriminology and prison man-
agement, so that we can have a proper
inquiry, I am quite prepared, and my
colleague is also quite prepared, to wel-
come an inquiry of that description.

Mr. Angwin: Another gaoler to uphold
the action of his friend.

The PREMIER: I do not think he
would uphold the actions of his friend.
I know fall well yon cannot place an
ordinary civilian in a position to inquire
into the management of gaols.

My, Walker: That was a very good in-
quiry in Mr. Vosper's time.

The PREMIER: 1 de¢ not remember
the result of that inquiry. New buildings,
I think, were put in hand in consequence
of it. That was rather a different thing.

Mr, Walker: No, it was as to manage-
ment.

The PREMIER : The question of man-
agement is one that to my mind ought to
have expert inquiry, and I state at once
that so far as Lhe Government are con-
cerned we are quite prepared to allow any
inquiry of that deseription in order that
we may have the hest service in eotinection
with our gaols.

My. Johnson: Do you not think the
Minister could make the inquiry himself?

The PREMIER: T am not prepared to
admit that any Minister could, with any
degree of satisfaction, go and interfere
with the technical matters pertaining to
the management of gaols. I should like
to point gut that if the Minister were to
make an inguiry of this sort it wonld be
an absolute personal inquiry; he ecould not
take evidence, but would have to walk
around, listen to what was told to him,
and form his own judgment. Ti cannot
be expected that a Minister ean be au fait
with all the technieal details of sueh a
department, and I for one would hesitate
before I undertook such a duty. I do not
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think it would be fair to cast a duly of
this sort on the shoulders of the Colonial
Secretary. ’

Mr. Troy: What does he know?

The PREMIER: What does the bon.
member knowq If it comes down to what
we all know, well, who knows the least?
In conelusion, let me say that so far as
the action of the Government is coneerned
it has been perfeetly above board. My
colleague has dealt with the problems that
came bhefore him in a spirit of justice and
impartiality, He does not believe in a
whole body of warders being punished
for something they bave been persnaded
into doing wunder a misapprehension,
something which is a very serious offence
indeed if done deliberately, but which they
did not intend should take the form it
has sinee taken, and consequently my col-
leagne has dealt with them in a lenient
manner.

Mr. ANGWIN (BEast Fremanile): I
could guite understand the Premier's feel-
ing on hehalf of the Minister in charge
of this department, if that Minister had
taken due precautions and made inquiries
into the conditions whieh previously ex-
isted. It is all very well for the Premier
to say tha¢ if the Minister acted harshly
members would blame him for bis harsh-
ness; but the only difficulty we have to
contend with in connection with the Col-
onial Secretary lies in indueing him to
prevent others from acting harshly, while
in this case the diffieulty presenting itself
to the Minister is to discover for what
reason  Warder Wise was dismissed.
From conversation with the Colonial
Secretary I am of opinion that the Min-
ister himself does not know to-day why
Warder Wise was dismissed. The Min-
ister states that Warder Wise was not
dismissed because he aitended malitary
duties, but beeanse of disobedience, the
disobedience consisting of refusing to re-
sign his military duties. I would like to
draw the Premier’s attention to the fact
that one of the reasons given why Wanrder
‘Wise should be dismissed was because he
was hindered in regard to his prison
duties by his attention to the band, which
was portion of his military duties, The
Premier bag already read out that War-
der Wise applied for leave on one ccea-
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sivn. On that oceasion the band in con-
_ nection with the artillery in Fremantle
purposed playing on the King’s birthday ;
but as a matter of fact, the required
number of men could not be secured and,
consequeatly, the band did not fulfil the

engagement, and as soon as this was deter-.

mined upon Warder Wise immediately
went back to aftend to his duties in the
prison. When the Minister in charge of
the department pointed out shat it was
not his military daties which were hinder-
ing Warder Wise from the discharge of
his prison duties, but that it was the band,
I realised that possibly there was some
truth in the statement that Wise had
heen neglecting ‘his military duties for the
purpose of attending to the band. Bnt,
half an hour after speaking to the Min-
ister, I was informed by an officer of the
military florees that the band had been
dishanded for over six months previously.
Very shovtly afterwards I commmunieated
with the Minister and expressed the
opinion that his officers had not been
aeting straight with him in allowing him
to use such an argument and to say that
the warder had negleated his duties for
the purpose of attending a band when, as
s matter of fact, the band had been dis-
banded; and I suggested to the Minister
that, seeing he had been led asftray by his
officials, he should send for Warder Wise
and hear the other side of the story.
That was not done, and I regret that so
far as the Colonial Seerstary is con-
cerned, T have been grievously disap-
pointed in him, From what I had
known of Ar. Connolly, I thonght he
would be a man of some backbone when
he was placed in the control of the de-
partment, but after the issue of many
maltters which he has had under consid-
eration I have come to the conclusion that
the backbone is with the officers and that
the Minister is under their eontrol. I
want t0 go back to a promise made by
the Premier, then Minister for Works,
in December, 1909. Hon. members will
realise that since 1906 these warders of

the gaocls  and the  attendants
at  the Claremont  Asylum  bave
bad a real grievance on  ae-

count of having been struck out of the

Publiec Service Aect, just after the Pre-
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mier joined the Cabinet. The present
Minister for Works refused to allow that
to be done on a previous oceasion.

The Premier: What, refused to strike
them out?

Mr, ANGWIN: Yes, in 1905. From
that time onward I have been trying to
get a board of appeal to reetify any
grievances, and during last session of
Parliament I mioved a motion in the
House for the purpose of granting that
appeal. According to the members whe
spoke on that motion the majority were
in favour of its being earried into effect,
but owing to want of time the motion was
not further dealt with.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 te 7.30 p.m.

Mr. ANGWIN: I was referring to a
question whieh I asked in December last.
The tlien Minister for Works who is the
Premier to-day, pointed out that the Col-
onial Secretary was considering the idea
of appointing a committee, an appeal
committee, somewhat similar to that
which was appointed at that time in con-
nection with the Police Department.
Since then those engaged at the prison
petitioned the officials in regard to the
grievanses whieh existed, and asked that
the petition shonld be sent on to the
Minister. In that petition they asked for
a committee of ingniry so that they eonld
put their grievances before it. That com-
mittee of inquiry was not granted, but
eventually the Minister decided that he
wounld appoint Mr. Jull, the Public Ser-
viee Conimissiuner, to make an inquiry
in eonnection with the dispnte which then
existed in connection with the gaol. Be-
fore Mr. Jull had an opportunity of hold-
ing any inquiry, we find that this Mr.
Wise who, I believe, acted as secrdiary
and got the petition prepared with a view
to having the inquiry held, was dismissed
from the service. Now, I maintain, that
when a petition exists, as it did, and
one of which the Minister knew full well
becanse he had Lad it placed before him,
previous fo any action being taken in re-
gard to the dismissing of the men who
took part in presenting that petition, an
inquiry should have been held. Seeing
that that was not done it will, of eourse,
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be realised that a large number of those
engaged at the gaol, such as warders,
- came to the conclusion that they were nof
going to Lave justice dine to them by the
Minister in the manner indicated in the
reply given by the Premier in Decembeyr
last. Then we find that though several
answers to questions were given in an-
other place, those answers were not in
accordance with facl. Of course, ques-/

tions of this kind are merely the replies *

of olficials in charge of that departuent.
I realise that a Minister has no opportun-
ity to make a personal inquiry in regard
to the truth or otherwise of the answers
given o him, but I felt after the Minister
made a statement in regard to the dis-
missal of Warder Wise, that if he had
known previonsly of the suspension of
those opher officials he would not have
allowed sueh suspension to lake place, be-
cause it placed the Minister in a far worse
position; i placed him in the position
that he was drying his utmost to get those
wmen, and other warders, to back him up
in the statement he made. It shows to
mind i

my that there was In-
timidation for that express pur-
pose, and 1 stated on  Sonday

at the meeling, to which the Premier re-
ferred, that I thought it would have been
advisable to bhave posiponed that meet-
ing until the Mimster's statement was
made in regard to that pressure. We
cannot get away from the fact that al-
though the Premier said that these men
had ecommitted a breach of the regula-
tions, and although they might express
their regret or otherwise, they have not
withdrawn their statement that the an-
swer given by the Minister was ineorrect.
That is the position we have to-day. Tt
has gone through every newspaper in
Western Anstmalia that the Minister,
through the action of his officers, has been
led to make a false statement to qnes-
tions submitied by an hon. member. Now,
I submit, that whether it was against the
regulations or not, the Minister should
have weleomed snch a statement to show
that the officers were misleading him. T
was very pleased myself that this state-
ment was made, hecause, in conversation
with an officer of the military forces, I
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came to the conclusion that the Min-
ister had been kept i the dark by
his officials, d¢hat ithey were making
statements that had no basis in
fact, and for that reason I think the
Minister was mistaken in the action he
took in regard fo the warders. I am
very pleased that the men are reinstated.
I think the Government have taken the
ficst opportunity available of righting
a wrong done to those men, and I do
hope that none of them, no matter what
the reprimand has been, will ever sit
idly by and sce one of their fellow em-
ployees vietimised throngh the aections
of officials, when they are fully aware
that those officials have cansed the men
to be victimised by making wrong stale-
ments. It is due, not only to those men,
but also to the country, that the man
who made those statements should ex-
plain the true position. I was very
pleased to hear the Premier state that
the superintendent had aliowed ihis mat-
ter of  military duty fo remain
in  abeyance. That proves con-
elusively, to my mind, that the super-
infendent has only been acting at the
dietates of the Comptroller General; it
proves that the Cowptroller General is
an antoerat, and shows clearly, to my
mind, that {0 him it matters not who
sinks or swims, whether the men under
him, or the Minister supposed to be
over him, as long as that gentleman ean
act in a manner whieh he chooses, and
I am certainly of the opinion that the
Minister should have taken drastic steps
and even have aected harshly, in connee-
tion with' a matter of this kind. When
the Minister found that thke Comptroller
General had 2iven a false statement the
first action he shonld have taken was
to Lave suspended him from his duties;
then an inquiry could have been made;
but what action was taken? The Comp-
troller Ceneral went to Fremantle. lined
the men up, and spoke to them indi-
vidually. He gave them what is ecom-
monly called *‘rats’’; he spoke strongly
to them, and pointed out the heincusness
of their crime. Not only that; the
Comptroller General was aware that the
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Minister had previously appointed the
Public Service Commissioner to miake an
inquiry in regard to the Fremantle pri-
son, and he placed these men in a po-
sition by suneb intimidation that I am
bound to say that, even before a person
duly appointed to make an inquiry, not
one of those men would be willing to
make a true statement. Even if an in-
quiry were made by the Public Service

Commissioner it would be useless owing -

to the intimidation brought about by the
Comptroller General. However, I trust
that the Goverpment will see the errov
of their ways, and not only reinstate the
21 warders, but will also reinstate War-
der Wise for trving, if possible, to ful-
fil his duties of eitizenship. )
Mr. JOHNSON (Guildford): In con-
nection with this matter, members have
to ask themselves whether they are sat-
isfied becanse the Government have in-
timated that they have withdrawn the
injustice that was done to the warders
at the Fremantle gaol when the notice
of suspension and threal of dismissal
were served upon them by the Comptrol-
ler General. In the first place we have
the member for Fremantle, who frst
convevs the idea thai he is going to
move the adjournment of the House to
protest against this injustice. Then we
find that he has an interview with the
Premier. and that the Premier arranges
to withdraw the notice that has been
served, forgetting altogether that the
withdrawal of that notice only goes to
emphasise the injustice. Consequently
the responsibility on that hon. gentle-
man’s shoulders is greater now—seeing
that the Government admit the wrong
—than it was previous to that time.
We have to ask ourselves, did the Col-
onial Sceretary convey incorrect infor-
mation to the pnblic? If he eonveyed
that incorrect information he is directly
responsible for it. I am not prepared
to remove the responsibility from the
shoulders of the Minister; every Minis-
ter has to shoulder his responsibility,
but in a debate of this description we
are justified in asking who it was who
supplied that information, and from
what we have gathered to-day there is
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no  other person responsible bat
Mr. Burt, the GComptroller General.
Then, seeing the incorrect information
was guing to infliet an injustice on an
individual, namely Warder Wise, his
comrndes, men who kpew that informa-
tion io be absolutely incorrect, decided
to enter their protest and put a true
statement in the possession of someone.
Now, I am inelined to ecensure these war-
ders for not making it publie and giving
it to the Press. There is no regulation I
can see to compel any public servant to
suppress the truth from the general pub-
lie, and if the Minister is gnilty of con-
veying an incorrect report of the case I
maintain it was their duty as publie ser-

‘vants to see Lhat the public got the true

facts; but Lhe fael that they were only
going to give it to Warder Wise, and
were nol going to give it ta the Press,
conderins them to an extent, because
these men had the vight to pui the Min-
ister right when he was wrong, because
they are public servants, and the only
way they could put him right was to
make the matter pnbliec. Consequently
T do not care whether Warder Wise
zave il to the Press, or whether these
warders gave it to the Press, it was
right it shonid go to the Press, it was
right that the publiec should get the
whole of the facts. Axisusualin all these
matters—and I often commend him for
kis eleverness—the Premier talked right
round the subjeet without getting to the
subject at all. He made a long state-
ment about the prison, the administra-
tion, and sandry other matters, but he
did not get on to the point—iwas the
Colonial Seeretary guilty of giving in-
correct information, and should these
men be reprimanded for giving the ecor-
rect information? That phase of the
question, the only matter worthy of de-
bate here to-night, was absolutely un-
touched by the Premier. I want more in-
formation from the Government on this
question than the mere fact that they
have withdrawn the letters that have
heen »erved on these gentlemen, while
at the same time they have reprimanded,
or in other words the Compiroller Gen-
eral, who has been guilty evidently of
misleading the Minister, has reprimanded
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the men because they conveyed
the correct inforination  thal it
was Mr. Burt’s duty to give.
Yet, beeause they puot the Minister

right they have to suffer 2 reprimand at
the hands of the guilty person. We arve
Jjustitied, as members of this Chamber,
and as representatives of the people, to
know from the (jovernment what they
are going to do with Mr. Burt. It is not
the first occasion that this officer has
been adversely criticised by this Cham-
ber; and here we have an instance, grave
enough to cause letters to be served on
21 public servants, absoluiely passed
over as far as the main enlprit is con-
cerned. The Minister suggests that Mr.
Burt was indisereet—I forget the exact
words the Minister used—in forwarding
that letter, but he forgot to say what he
thought of Mr. Burt’s misleading the
Minister. It would be bad enough if this
officer were only guilty of misleading the
Mipister, but in this case he was also
guilty of misleading Parliament; because
after all, the information was sought by
Parliament, and incorreet information
was given to Parliament. But in spite of
that, we lind Ministers absolutely justi-
fying the action of this officer in econnee-
tion with his threat of dismissal to these
" warders, and simply passing it over as
an indiseretion. What is the true posi-
tion? Tf we go down to bedrock on the
question of the dismissal of Warder
Wise, we have to recognise that his dis-
missal was not because he was a member
of the military force, but was because,
as the member for East Fremantle has
poinied out, he had rhe temerity to ask
for an investigation and inqniry, and
the temerity to eriticise the administra-
tion of the gaols. We know in the public
service, especially in those departments
governed by autoerats sach as we have
in the Camptroller General of Prisons,
these gentlemen wait patiently for an
opportunity to get rid of a man. They
do not oo at him exaetly on the offence
that he has committed in their eyes; but
they let it pass over, and they wait
patiently till they zet an opporiunity of
having their vengeance at a later date.
That is exactly what has happened in the
case of Warder Wise. Take the publie
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service generally, and it applies gener-
ally iz all administrations be they pub-
lic or private. In all these big concerns
regulations are framed, and we know
Tull well ithat in the big majority of eases
the concerns eould not be operated at all
unless regulations were broken. Every
worker every day he works in the big
wajority of cases is guilty of breaking
regulations and liable to suspension, dis-
missal, or fines at any moment the em-
ployer likes to enforce them. For in-
stance, immediately a man steps on a
tramear and moves that car he breaks
a regulation, A tramcar could net ran
in our streets if the regulations were
striclly enforeed. Take the railways.
Exactly the same Lhing applies. "The
trains could not be operated unless the
regutations thal have been framed are
broken. And so it & exactly with our
prisons. The officers «re bound down by
regulations, hut these regulafions ean-
not pussibly be enforced, because if they
were enforced ‘the prison conld not go
along, the officers could not do their
work. So these autocratic gentlemen al-
ways have these regulations so framed
that immediately a man makes himself
objectivnable—and very often the besi
oflicers are the most objectionable in the
eves of these auiocratic gentlemen—
these regulations are enforced, and the
man is vietimised. That is just the case
in connection with Warder Wise. They
needed an excuse, and they have hung
on to this excuse that he belonged to the
military foree af the same time that he
was a warder in the prison. The Premier,
in order to justify the missiatement made
by a Minister in another place, aceuses
Warder Wise of making applications for
leave in conneetion with his military
duties when as a matter of fact we know
full well ibat these applications were
made in e¢onnection with the band of
which he was a member. But the band
was disbanded months and months ago,
long before this question of dismissal
of Warder Wise cropped up. It counld
not be in eonnection with the band, be-
canse the band was not in exisfenee at
the time; but it is good encugh for the
Minister to go right back t: that time
and use it as evidence and as justifieation
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for the misstatement wmade by the Min-
ister in another place. If the Ministry
are going to enforce ‘these regulations
and prevent the warders from taking
part in military matters, how are they
going to gel on with the other eivil
servants? If warders cannot join a
military eorps, what about our railway
servauts and other officials in the
Government service 2 If fhe Gov-
ernment are going to apply it at all
they must apply it generally; and if they
apply it generally then they are prevent-
ing thousands of Western Australians
from doing their doty in the way of
preparing themselves to defend Austra-
lia. To my mind there is no reason
why warders should be debarred from
taking part in military affairs—because
it is impossible to apply the rule gener-
ally; it is undesirable that it should be
applied at all, but, if it is tv be applied,
it mnst be applied generally, and the
Government know full well they ecan-
not possibly de so. So I waintain in
the first place it was only an excuse, and
evidence of that is forthcoming by the
fact that it eanmot be this question of
the yefusal to allow warders to take
part in military mafters. As it cannot
be applied generally the argument is
not sound, and it only goes to show that
VWarder Wise had made himself objec-
tionable in other ways, and that this
evense was an opportunity for pun-
ishing him for his temerity in eriti-
cising the administration. We should
get more information from the Gov-
ernment as to their intenkions in re-
gard to dealing with the Comptroller
(General who has been guilty, in the first
place of misleading the Minisier and
the country., and again of victimising
men—even although they have been re-
primanded—in having them reprimanded
for doing their duty to the public in
making the public understand what was
the true position in coonection with the
Warder Wise case. 1 do not desire to
take np any more time on this guestion.
I sincerely trust we will have no more
of these whitewashing commissions that
are becoming so prevalent in Western
Australia. Tt is diffienlt to put one’s
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finger on a Roval Commission, the re-
sult of whose labours has been of any
use ai all in guiding the Ministry as o
the administration of the affairs of the
State. The only one was the Immigra-
tion Commission ithat was appointed to
go into the guestion of light agricultural
railways and other questions of import-
ance to the agricultural industry. This
has been seized by the Governwment and
has formed ihe very foundation of their
poliey. But take that away—and after
all it was one appointed by another Ad-
ministration, the credit of conrse being
taken by the present Ministry

Mr, Scaddan: The eredit does not lie
with those who appointed the ecommis-
ston, but with those who were on it.

Mr. JOIINSON: Take that one in-
stance away, and these Royal Commis-
sions’ reports have never been acted on.
As the member for Kanowna has point-
ed ont in this debate by interjection,
there has already been a Commission
inquiring into the administration of the
Fremanile gaol, and very valuable sug-
gestiong were given by that Commission,
but they have not been acted on. The
Premier himself admits he has never
tead it, or has not read it of recent
yeurs.

The Premier: I did not say that; you
must remember it was 12 years ago.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister, in-
stead of reading up that Commission and
trying to find informatior that would
improve the administration, savs he will
appoint anotber Commnission. What I
want the Premier to de is to induce his
Minister to pay a little more attention
to the administration not only of this
department but of every depariment
under his care. It is the Minister's duty
to look up these reports. We have al-
ready been put to the expense of ap-
printing a commission of inquiry. Let
the Minister act on that inguiry withont
appoinfing another; and I venture to
assert that if he will only put a little
time into it we will have o vast improve-
ment in the administration of our pri-
sons witliout appointing another Royal
Comumission. I trust there will be no
more Commissions, and that the Minis-




[15 Novemser, 1910.]

ter will do his duty and see that M.
Burt is puat into his place, and that the
warders in Lhe gaol get justice and are
not irritated and interfered with to the
extent they are now by an incompetent
LCompiroller General sueh as we have in
the person of Myr. Burt.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I do not
think the reply given by the Premier is
at all satisfactory.

Mr. Johnson: He gave no reply at all.

Mr. HOLMAN: At any rate he spoke
for some time and we will take that as
his reply. He admitted that the infor-
mation given by the Colonial Secretary
in another place was absolutely incorrect,
and if he wili not admit that, he has
admitted that owing to the faet that the
hon. member for Fremantle threatened
to move the adjournment of the House,
he allowed his colleague to be branded—

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is no use the At-
torney General looking modest; we know
that Ins modesty is always getting him
down. The Premier told the House that
the warders had been reinstated and that
the two who had been suspended had
gone back to their employment, and that
they were going to be reprimanded. This
proves the information given by the Col-
onial Secretary was absolutely incorrect.

The Premier : [ explained that the
statements were made in good faith by
individual warders, who were simply
giving their own experiences.

Mr. HOLMAN: We heard the Premier
remark that certain regulations had been
broken but he did not give the Chamber
the gist of those regulations. T dare say
those regulations referred to giving infor-
mation to the puoblic or to the Press;
had that information been given by those
warders in favour of the Colonial Seere-
tary, and in support of Mr. Buxt, in zll
probability some of these men would have
Teceived promotion instead of heing sus-
pended. The mere fact that those offi-
eials spoke the truth jeopardised their bil-
lets, and having spoken what they knew
to be the truth they were suspended. If
offieials oecnpying high positions had
given information to the Press in
support of the Government or any
Minister, thex wonld not have been
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dealt with in  the mabner in
whicl these unfortunaie warders of the
Fremantle prison .were treated by the
Government. We find that time after
time intormation is given to the Press
and to the public by Government offi-
cials and that no action is taken. The
reason is that they are boosting up the
Government, We find also time after
time that Government files ave placed at
the disposal of newspapers, and that these
newspapers are given all the information
that they require. This information i3
supplied by Government officials and yet
no action is taken. When we find a few
officials giving correct information, and
branding one of the Premier’s colleagnes
as a teller of falsehoods, then the un-
fortunates responsible for this are sus-
pended and the threat of the sack is held
over them for a time. The time has ar-
rived when a differen| atiitude should be
adopied, and ibe Premier should take ex-
actly the same attitude with other Govern-
ment officials as has been taken in the
case of the warders at Fremantle. This
attitnde on the part of the Government
goes to show the unfairness, the unreli-
ability, and the incorrectness of the meth-
ods adopted by the Government. I would
like to know what aection would have been
adopted by the Premier if Parliament had
not been sitting? It was only the threat
on the part of the member for Fremantle
to move the adjournment of the House
that eompelled the Government to give
the men a fair share of justice.

The Premier: A threat was never made.

Mr. HOLMAN: The member for Fre-
mantle told the Fouse that he informed
the Premier it was his intention to
move the adjonrnment of the House, and
T defy the Premier to deny that state-
ment. Had it not been for that fact, and
the reply which he had reeeived from the
Premier that these men were going to be
veinstated, the member for Fremantle
wonld have moved the adjournment of the
House himself. We see how some men
are vietimised while others are landed for
what they do. In the Crown Law De-
partment information is given to the
Press from files which shonld have been
laid on the Table of the Honse. The Sun-
day Times cap receive information a week
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after certain papers have been moved for
in the House, and in all probability that
file was sent to the Sunday Times Office
to enable them to obtain information
from it. If that is so I would ask the
Attorney General why some action is not
taken against the officials in his depart-
ment responsible for giving away offieial
information, just as has been done in the
case of these unfortunate warders in the
Fremantle prison?

The Attorney General: Will you men-
tion" an instance.

Mr. HOLMAN :
Crown.

The Attorney General: There has been
no leakage there.

Mr, HOLMAN: Then it is a marvel-
tous fact that those papers which have
been moved for over a month agoe have
reached the Sunday Times, or the Sunday
Times were able to make whole extracts
from tliem, extracts which were published
on the 23rd October, nearly a month ago,
and yet they have not been laid on the
Table of the House. But because those
poor unfortunate warders, earning only a
few shillings a day, try te speak the truth
and brand one of the Ministers, as I have
stated lie has been branded, they are
vietimised. Then because the member for
Fremautle threatens to move the adjourn-
ment of the House the Government crawl
down and admit that the Colonial Secre-
tary did wrong when he gave his reply
te the question asked in the Legislative
Council. 1 maintain that the time has
arrived when a different attitude should
be adopted. If the Colonial Secretary’s
reply in the Legislative Couneil was eor-
rect, then the Government shonld have
stood or failen by it. The Government
have shown extreme eowardice and unfair-
ness iy adopting their present attitnde;
they were afraid that one of their own
members was soing to move the adjourn-
ment of the House, and expose the whole
condition of affairs. Tt was fortunate in-
deed that Parliament was sitting at this
juncture, otherwise a grave injustice
wonld lave been perpetrated, and simply
because ene individual desired to vent his
spleen on a poor unfortunate man. No
dounbt the punishment for this individual

Barry versus the
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is reserved for later on when Parliament
will ot be sitting and there will be no one
to appeal to. I am satisfied, from the at-
titude which has been adopted, that the
higher officials will wreak their venge-
ance on the warders at the earliest op-
portunity when these men will not be
able to protect themselves. A thorough
and eomplete inquiry should be made and
the time has arrived when the methods
of the pasl should be altered. We have
heard it said 1hat Warder Wise did not
apply for leave in connection with bis
military duties; he applied for leave in
order to play in a military band. That
hand, however, no longer exists, in fact it
ceased to exist months before this trouble
arose. We find also that there is n¢ al-
tempt whatever made to take action
against those officials who have been re-
sponsible for the whole of this trouble;
the statement is merely made by the Pre-
mier that the warders are being reinstated
and that they will have to suffer a repri-
mand. Simply because these men eannot
proteet themselves, and are in the claws
of uuserupulous persons, they have to
erawl baek into their positions the best
way they ean. Iun all probability I should
bave heen foreed to adopt the same atti-
tude as these men, I should have been
forced throogh civcumistances to accept

the position as it ecame along, but
[ am satisfied that if those men
had a fair deal, and dared to

speak the truth without fear or favour,
the position to-day would be very differ-
ent. T am satisfied thal through the atti-
tude of the Colcnial Secretary in this re-
spect, that he is prepared, just as other
Ministers have been prepared on other
aecasions, to take the word of under-
strappers, and when they find they are in
the wrong they are afraid to take the
aclion that it should be necessary to take.
The time has arrived when the truth
shonld be spoken, and that those who
speak it should not be afraid of the con-
sequences? Tn this case we have the word
of 21 men against that of one man, and
we are informed now that these raen have .
been reinstated, but it is my opinion that
they will be allowed to go seot free until
Parliament iz in recess, when vengeance
will be wreaked on them. T wonld have
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preferred to have seen the matter fought
out on its merits; if the men are in the
wrong they deserved to be punished; if
they are in the right those people respon-
sible for the present position should be
punished, but in the present cireumstanees
there is no danger of that.

Mr. TROY (in reply): I shall
not take wp mueh time in replying,
and what remarks I make will be by way
of answer to the statements made by the
member for Fremantle and the Premier,
The member for Fremantle, unfortunately,
is not in bhis place. T do not like to make
remarks abont a member unless he is in
his seat to hear them, I eannot drag him
into the Chamber, and if he is not con-
cerned about a matter which so vitally
affeets the interests of his constituents
I cannot help it. I can ounly express the
hope that if he deems his action all that
is necessary in this case his constituents
will not view it in the same manner. The
member for Fremantle assured us he
would have moved the adjournment had
not the Premier taken action, This, ap-
parently, was the only reason why he (id
not move the adjournment., 1 want to
know has the action of the Premier in re-
instating the two suspended officials re-
moved the grievance? Tf it has not there
«can be no justification for the refusal of
the member for Fremantle to take action.
But he is satisfied with what the Pre-
mier has done. The Premier reinstated
the offieials; bnt at what sacrifice? Were
they honomrably reinstated, did they lose
any prestige? They were reinstated be-
cause they apologised for their action
and said they had not intended to go
-as far as had heen done in regard to the
publication of their protest. They were
expected to become abjectly submissive
-and apologetie, and the Premier was then
graciously pleased to remove the suspen-
sion, This is what the member for Fre-
‘mantle deems to have been all sufficient
in regard to preserving the rights and
liberties of his eonstituents. If his con-
stituents consider this is all that is neces-
sary they are indeed easily pleased.
Again, what sacrifiee did these men make
in order to be reinstated by the Premier
through the gveat influence of the mem-
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ber for Fremantle? It was at the sacri-
fice of their honour and honesty and,
above all things, at the sacrifice of trath,
In the first place, they made a truthful
statement protésting against the untruth-
ful statement made by the Colonial Secre-
tary; and they have been reinstated be-
cause, owing to the penalty with which
they were faced, they regret the true
statement they made, and now declare they
are sorry for having told the truth; con-
sequently, the Minister says, ‘*You shall
be reinstated” The member for Fre-
mantle, who represents those people, is
absolutely satisfied that there is no further
need for action at all. Tt is with this ex-
planation he exeunses the faet that he in-
tended to let this matter go without any
publicity, The member for IFremantle
also said these officials had assured him
that their protest was not intended for
publication, But three seconds after-
wards the Premier denied what the mem-
ber for Fremantle had szid; beeause the
Premier pointed out that the protest was
headed, ‘‘Toall to whom it may concern.’’
The Premier said he was satisfied, there-
fore, that it was for publication. 1 want
to ask the member for Fremantle if he
is satisfied that justice has been done, if
he is satisfied that he is carrying out his
principles, if he is satisfied that the ex-
cuses he made this evening in regard to
his laxity onght to hold good in the House
and in the country? In other words,
does the member for Fremantle eonsider
that the mere reinstatement of these offi-
cials justifies the Government in their re-
fusal to allow the warders to serve in the
defenee forces; does he consider that the
reinstatement of these officials justifies
the Colonial Secretary in making an un-
true reply to questions asked in another
place?

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not know that the
hon. member is justified in characterising
the Colonial Secretary’s replies as un-
true; the Minister gave the information
supplied to him.

Mr. TROY: Your ruling will compel
me to allow the member for Fremantle to
draw his own eonclusions from whaf is
said. The member for Fremantle is per-
fecily satitfied, and whilst he pretends to
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be concerned regarding the privileges of
these people, his own constituents, he is
going to allow their refutation of the
Colonial Secretary’s replies to questions
to stand against them, Thé Colonial See-
retary said the duties of Mr. Wise, as
warder, were interfered with by his having
to get time off, and frequently whilst on
night duty to require his hours of duty to
be changed in order that he might attend
to his military duties, which was unfair
to his brother officers and naturally caused
discontent. And all these officers who
wrote the refulalion said was that these
statements were ntterly and absolutely un-
true, What steps, then, does the member
for Fremantle intend to take in regard to
those statements. Does he intend to ask
the Government to justify the Colonial
Secretary, or does he intend to repudiate
the statements of his constituents? He
can only adopt one attitude. He will
vote in justification of the Colonial See-
retary and against his own constituents,
and say that they have told absolute
lies. :

Mr. Holman: He will adopt any atti-
tode.

Mr. Murphy: Yes; any at all, after this
catechism. You surely do not take this
seriously, do you?

Mr. TROY: Does the member for Fre-
mantle eonsider that all justice has been
done by the refusal of the Government
to eonsider the rights and privileges of his
own constituents; does he consider the re-
instatement of these officials a justification
for all they have suffered, for the humili-
ation aod tyranny they have been sub-
jected to? If he does I do not think any
reasonable person in the community will
agree with him. Then we have this pre-
cious promise of a Royal Commission. The
term is becoming obnoxious in the House,

because every Minister iz going to have a-

Roval Commission as  soon  as
he is found Incompetent. Imme-
diately you drive home a Min-
ister’s incompetency the Government

are going to appeint a Royal Commission.
It wounld seem that Ministers are not res-
pousible to Parliament but only to Royal
Conmmissions. As has already been pointed
out, Royal Commissions are only a means
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by whieh the Government for the time be-
ing shirk their responsibilities antil the
grievance is lost sight of. We are to have
this Royal Commission as soon as a suit-
able person ean be found to take charge
of 1t, and the Government are going to get
a man, apparently, who is just as much
associated with the old state of affairs in
regard to prisons as are our authorities
in Western Australia. He would be as-
sociated with the same old penal estab-
lishments and would be steeped up to

his eves in  conservative traditions
in regard to prisons. Men of this
class have never effected a reform

and never will, yet they ave the men to
whom the member for I'remantle pins
his faith, To look at him one would never
imagine the member for Fremantle to be
unsophisticated, and we can only ascribe
his present attitnde to his desire not to
ingconvenience the Government. I do not
know whether the member for Fremantle
perused these files; the Premier, appar-
ently, did not give us all that is in them
by a long way. The Premier started off
by eomplaining about the lack of time and
the short notice given him in which to pre-
pare for this discwssion, and yet, while
he regrets that he had very little time,
we find he has already sent a lengthy
eommunication to the Aeting Prime Mini-
ster regarding the very same matter. Here
on the file he has two pages dealing with
the whole question in a most comprehen-
sive manner in reply to a communication
from the Prime Minister; and the Pre-
mier is the one whom, we are told, always
has a grasp of the snbject. This is the
gentleman who complains he had only
half an hour’s notice, Again, we are told
the member for Fremantle saw the Pre-
mier this morning and discussed the mat-
ter with bim; and the Premier comes
along and says he only had half an hour
in which to consider it. Further, the Pre-
mier unwillingly vead an interview wlich
he gave a newspaper some time ago in re-
gard to the same subject aud in which he
reviewed the whole facts of the rcase; yet
this is the gentleman who had no time to
consider the matter and was, so to speak.
eaught on the hop, I think we are pretty
well satisfied that this impeortant matter
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has received such publicity that not only
the Premier has dealt with it but his col-
leagnes also. The matter has been sub-
mitfed to Cabinet, and the Comptrolier
General and other prison anthorities have
merely carried out the wishes of the Gov-
ernment. The Premier assures us also
that the action of the warders in telling
the people of the Commonwealth the
truth regarding the persecution of Warder
‘Wise is reprehensible in the extreme, After
the Premier’s statement, if any official
misleads Parliament and misleads his own
Minister knowingly, any body of persons
whe endeavour to place the truth before
the public are to be deprecated and con-
demned because they tell the truth, but
the Comptroller General who misled the
Minister, is to have nothing done to him
at all; he is perfeetly righl in doing what
be pleases, the Ministry snpport him. and
the member for Fremantle is satisfied,
very easily satisfied, too. We are told
that Warder Wise applied for time off
and that this was refused. The Premice
did not read the letter which he gav. in
his statement in rezard to the applieation
by Wise. Warder Wise wrote ou the
21st October, 1909, asking for two days
leave of absence. He said—

The Fremantle artillery garrison band
of which I have the honour of being
chairman as well as a playing m  .ber.
decided to assist a large committes or-
ganised to raise funds for the benefit of
the Fremantle public hospital. The
band being in its initial stage and
limited in numbers, I again appeal to
you for consideration in granting my
application.

There is no application bere, as the Pre-
mier led us to believe, for leave to attend
a military parade or drill, but merely an
application to attend with his band in or-
der to give a benefit performance on bebalf
of the Fremantle hospital. 1 am amazed
at the Premier reading a portion of this
letter and refraining from giving the pur-
pose for which Warder Wise applied for
leave from dufy. Then again the Pre-
mier stated that every opportunity was
given to the warders to prepare them-
selves for military science for the defence
of their country; they could join rifle

1473

clubs, and even their own oceupation was
akin to thai of the military.

Mr. Johnson: Then the blacklegs on
the trams will become efficient because
they carry revolvers.

Mr. TROY: Just so, and yet this War-
der Wise was in the artilery in Fre-
mantle, a service with which his official
duties did not bring him in any way into
contact. He could be all his life as a
warder and would never know anything
gbout artillery, and yet the FPremier
would lead us to believe that he could
man a gun at a moment’s notice if he
were required to do so. Again, he tells
us that we cannot have the two duties
clashing, but as pointed ouwt by the war-
ders in their protest, and as these papers
prove, never on one oceasion did his
official duties clash with his doties as a
member of the military forces. No state-
ment whatever has been made to show
that on any oceasion when he attended
a Teview or military engagement did such
engagement clash with his prison dties.
What is (the use of assertion when there
15 no truth in it9 And yet it is that as-
semtion with which the hon. member for
Fremantle is satisfied. It is a danger to
any constituency to be represented by
any person who lakes another person’s
word without inguiry on his own part.
The Premier also made a statement that
the warders’ duties in every State would
clash with their dunties as members of the
defence forces but Senator Pearce gives
this also the lie direct. He says—

I bave made inquiries in all ithe other
States. In Vietoria and Tasmania mo
obstacle is placed in the way of war-
ders being members of the forces.

If in Vietoria or Tasmania the duties as
warder and those as a private or an
officer in the defence forees do not elash,
why should not the same posiiion obtain
in Western Australia? In South Aus-
tralia the question has never been raised,
and a warder is perfectly at Hberty like
any other individual to join the defence
forces. In Western Australia, therefore,
we have the one State where they prevent
a warder or a Government official having
the same consideration and privileges as
he has in any other State of Australia.
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Yet the member for Fremantle is per-
fectly satisfied that they should eontinue.
The Premier as a last resort made a
vague, paltry, and brutal excuse. He
said, “Anyhow, what does it matter?
Warder Wise wonld have to go in any
case becanse his health necessitates it.
He has a sore leg.” Warder Wise was
to be dissected and held up to ridicule in
order that the Premier might have an ex-
ense for his dismissal. Not only had the
Government placed a slur on his charaeter
bui they also charged hm with physieal
unfitness. It was a paltry and brutal ex-
cuse, and makes one absolutely dizgusted
with the whole matter now under diseus-
sion.

Mr. Heitmann:
ernment,

My, TROY: We want to know from
the Premier, who has justified the Comp-
troller General, what he infends to do
with this officer who has misled his own
Government. If he has not misled his
Government, what exeuse do the Govern-
ment intend to offer this House, the mem-
bers of another place, and the people of
the country for the answers whieh they
gave to the questions, answers which have
been pointed out by the warders to be in-
correct? The Comptroller General who
has a free hand makes a peculiar state-
ment abont the whole affair, He writes—

The men have been led into doing
that which cannot to my mind be justi-
fied and is so serious a breach of dis-
cipline that I am unable to pass it over,

With the whole Gov-

It is not the Colonial Secretary who ean-
not pass it over; it is the Comptroller
General. There is no reference to the
Minister or to any other authority, but
the Compiroller General himself cannot
see his way to pass over a breach of this
character. He continnes—
I recognise that so long as members of
Parliament can so easily be approached
This is Burt!
by those in the public service on what
may be considered personal grievances,
it is not to be surprised at if men in
the position of these officers oceasion-
ally go rather far in what they do and
say.
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The most these men did was to tell the
truth, but Oetavius Burt says that these
men go too far.

Mr. Seaddan: They condemn another
man for not telling the truth.

Mr. TROY:
goes on to say-—

Under Nos. 28, 29 and 35 of the gaol
regulaliong these men have rendered
themselves linble to be dismissed. I
would recommend the dismissal of the
two prineipal warders and the reduc-
tion to the lowest positions in their
rank of the others, did T not feel that
it iz the example of what so often takes
place in Parliament reacting on those
in the service of the status of these
men which is greatly responsible for
the position with whieh we are dealing.

Mr, Brown: What about the remarks
of the Civil Service Association?

Mr. TROY: These remarks are nothing
compared with the remarks of Mr. Oc-
tavias Burt.

Mr. Scaddan: Is that the sheriff who
employed a deputy?

Mr. TROY: Yes. TFollowing on this
statement I shall be surprised if Mr. Burt
does not come up in the morning and
order the arrest of every member of this
House. Members of Parliament have no
business in telling the truth and standing
up and conserving the rights and privi-
leges of the people; the only person
who may do that is Mr. Oetavius Burt,
a remnant of the old penal days, who the
Government consider is the best person
to offer them advice in .this mabter.

Mr. Underwood: Mr. “Octopus?

Mr. TROY: I did not say that, but I
believe 1t will do just as well. He says—

The Comptroller General

Some mark of disapproval of the ae-
tion taken seems to be loudly called for
and I will after further copsideration
submit a recommendation to the Min-
ister.

Mr. North also has a statement here.
Mr, Scaddan: What did he say?
Mr. Brown: “I concur.”

Mr. TROY: I am going to make an
apology to the Comptroller General after
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reading what Mr. North has written to
the Minister, Mr. North wrote—

For your information. The Comp-
troller General takes a very tolerant
view,

However, I do not wish fo record an
apology. If it is necessary I will make
it later on. Mr. Nortl’s letter proceeds—
What the men may have, or say that
they, intended, and what they have
done are two widely different things.
Wise opens the ball by refusing to
obey instruetions.
Mr. Wise stood for a principle, a prin-
ciple which is endorsed by 90 per cent.
of the people of Western Australia. The
letter goes on to say—
and flouting authority, for which he is
dismissed. No doubt encouraged by
the notoriety he has got through the
action of the Federal Government—-
How it plays up with all these wee,
small Australians opposite! He knows
that will please them.

No doubt encouraged by the notor-
iety he has got through the action of
the Faderal Government in taking such
a prominent notice of the matter, Wise
persuaded his former eolleagues to
put their heads into a noose of insub-
ordination and breach of regulation.

They put their heads into 4 noose by fel-
ling the truth as they did!
hoping to further his own ¢ase and
regardless of the consequences to them.
I do not know what the Comptroller
General will recommend, but I think,
after giving the lie direct to a Minis-
terial statement in this unsolieited
and gratuitous style, they will be very
locky if they do not follow Mr. Wise.
What can I say after this? There is
not much to be said. T shall only make
one other remapk. The Premier says
that the Government here do not allow
warders, as it will be a breaeh of dis-
cipline, to go to encampments or take
part in any wmilitary services. This is
a letter from the Under Seeretary to
the Comptroller General of Prisons on
the 18th January, 1910:—

The hon. the Premier has promised
the Commandant that, provided the
exigencies of the service allow it, leave
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will be granted to enable officers of
the varipus depariments to attend the
military encampment at Tammin from
the 20th to 25th instant (inelusive).
This encampment will take the place
ot the one usually beld at Bastertide,
aud the Premier has promised the
Prime Minister that leave granted om
this vecasion shall not eount against
the annual leave of officers concerned.
Will you kindly make the necessary ar-
rangements in respect of officers of
your department eonnected with the
military affairs.—(Signed) D. B. Ord,
for Under Searetary.
Does the Premier want me to guote many
more letters in ample refutation of his
statement to-night? Surely he does not
want any ofber denouncement that what
he can receive by a brief inquiry inte
the papers of his own departments. The
Premier is apparently satisfied—and his
colleagues also—that all that is necessary
has been done in regard to the grievances
of these men, and that justice has been
done to them by their reinstatement; but
what we are not satisfied about here is
as to what the Government intend to do
in regard to giving the officers in gaols,
and in every other branch of the serviee,
the same facilities as are given to pri-
vate individuals by private employers.
Why should we have the spectacle of
the (lovernmenf deelining to allow the
servants of the people to make them-
selves fit Tor the defenee of the country
in time of need, when, at the same time,
we expect the private employer to do
it, and punish him if he does not do it?
We are here to-night fighting for a
prineiple, and there is something more
in this matter than the mere reinstate-
ment of a few officials. The position is
—are we going to allow the (Fovernment
to be led by the nose by intolerant and
arbitrary officials such as we have in the
service as proved by these letters? If
we are, we will vote for the Government
on this motion. If we are not, I take it
members will assist in moving the ad-
journment of the House to show, at
least, there is a party in the House which
will not allow this state of things to
continue a rainate longer than necessary.
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There is another principle—whether we
are goiug to allow ourselves, as represen-
tatives of the people, to be unblushingly
misled by owr own officials, whether Par-
liament is to be snbordizated to the of-
ficials of the public service, whether these
men are to put into the mouths of Minis-
ters statements which are proved later
to be untrue, and whether, when these
statements are proved to be refuted, they
are able to write to Ministers, as they
have done in this conneetion, and en-
deavour to secure from Ministers a pro-
mise to deal arbitrarily with those per-
sons who have told the trnth. Are we
going to justify this position of affairs;
are we perfectly content with the action
of the Government? T take it that mem-
bers are notf satisfied, and that we shall
insist on the principle that Ministers
shall take Parliament into their confl-
dence, that we, as representatives of the
people, are entitled to know the true
position of affairs, and that if Ministers
will not aceept their responsibilities,
there is in this House a body of men who
are prepared to accepl theirs.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 20
Noes .. .. .2
Majority against P |
AYES.
Mr, Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O°Loghlen
Mr, Bolton Mr. Scadden
Mr. Colller Me. Swan
Mr. GilI Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr, Troy
Mr, Heltmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Ware
Mr. Horan Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
My, Jobnson
NoEgs.

Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Butcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mre. Daglish Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Murphy
My, Foulkes Mr. Nansen
Mr, Gordon Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr, Piesse
Mr. Hardwick My, F. Wilson
Mr, Harper Mr. Layman
Mr. Facoby {Teller}.

Question thus negatived.
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QUESTION--PUBLIC WORKS, DE-
PARTMENTAL CONSTRUCTION.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Works: 1, In cases where tenders
for public works are not accepted and
the work is carried out by the depart-
ment, is the department expected to do
the work for the estimated cost? 2, If
not, what is the practice adopted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes, plus allowance for super-
vision and extras, if any, bnt there is
no guarantee thal the expectation will
be rvealised. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, BOYUP-KOJONUP.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Premier:
In view of the contractor’s price for the
Boyup-Kojonnp Railway construction be-
ing £6,500 above the Public Works De-
partment’s estimate, and taking into
consideration the earnings by the con-
tractor from traffic and extras, also the
cost to the State of departmental super-
vision, will he give a statement to the
House showing how the best interests of
the conntry ave being served by accept-
ing the tender instead of having the
work done by the department at the
lower cost?

The PREMIER replied: The House
will have the fullest information which
hon. members may reguire placed before
it when the Estimates are under con-
sideration. In the meantime I desire
merely to state that there is a vital dif-
ference between an estimate—be it ever
so earefully made—and a tender. There
is an obligation on the part of a con-
tractor when his tender is aceepted to
carry out his underiaking, no matter at
what cost to himself, at the price agreed
apon. It is impossible to impose any
such obligation on the officer who draws
np the estimate.

QUESTION — UPPER DARLING
RANGE RATLWAY,
Mr. JACOBY asked the Premier: Will
he please state when the Pickering Brook-
Canning Mill section of the Upper Dar-
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ling Range Railway, which was pur-
chased by the Government some time ago
from Millars’ Company, will be made
available for the public?

The PREMIER replied: Arrangements
have been made to commence a frain ser-
vice this week,

QUESTION—REDISTRIBUTION
OF SEATS,

Mr. BSCADDAN (without notice}
asked the Premier: Will the Premier
inform the House when he proposes to
bring down the Redistribution of Seats
Bill; does he not think it desirable that
the Bill should be presented to the House
some time before the discussion takes
place on it, as it is a Bill which, after
all, is just as important to the country
as to members of the House?

The PREMIER replied: I cannot give
the hon. member any definite date when
I propose to bring this measure down,
but I eertainly hope to be able to pre-
sent it within the next fortnight at the
latest.

Mr. Scaddan: Can you give any rea-
sons why you cannot state a date?

The PREMIER: I do not propose to
give any reasons.

BILL-—-ROADS.
Report of Select Committee,

Mr. BROWN presented the report of
the select committee on the Bill.

Report received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) : With recard to this Rill,
I do not think eommittal pro forma is
necessary as recomended by the com-
mittee. I beg to move—

That the Bill be reprinted with the
amendments recommended by the select
commiftee, and its consideration in
Committee be made an Order of the
Day for next Friday.

Question passed.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier, 1, Papers relating to
S. F. MeCallum {ordered on motion by
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Mr. Holman). 2, Papers relating to
Warder Wise (ordered on motion by I\!.r.
Troy). 3, Papers dealing with elaim
made by R. Barry against the Government

_(ordered on motion by Mr. Brown).

BILL—SOUTHERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY,
Second Reading. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglish) in moving the second read-
ing said: I do not think the second read-
ing of this measnre is one that will ecall
for any lengthy remarks from me at the
present time, I desire to point out that
the attention of the whole community,
and of practically all ¢he English-speak-
ing world, has been directed to this par-
ticular district during the past few
weeks. The distriet is somewhat old, and
mining has taken place there off and on
practically ever sinece the Yilgarn gold-
field has been in existence, but it is one
which has latterly not received any
great amount of attention. During the
past few years, however, there has been
a gradually increasing amount of atten-
tion given to Yilgarn. On the route of
this proposed railway there are two or
three places that have been working for
some time. At Hope’s Hill some four
or five miles from Southern Cross there
are several parlies working on old leases
There has been a public crushing plant
erected and some good developments have
been reported. A little further North,
about 10 miles from Southern Cross,
there are at present in existence two
large propositions, namely the Corin-
thian and the Corinthian North. There
is a reef there abont 1,200 feet in length
with a proved depth of 100 feet, and an
approximate width of somewhere near
30 feet{ containing what are said to be
payable values.

Mr. Holman: What has been the gold
return?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have not the figures of the return, but
there is an estimate that between
350,000 and 400,000 tons of ore are in
sight containing payable values.

Myr. Troy: Whose estimate is that?

i
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
is the information I obtained from the
Mines Department, and I presnme it is
authentic,

Mr. Holman: Would it not be better
to give the total gold yield?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member will realise in making a
railway proposition it is not necessary
that the field should have contributed a
sufficient quantity of gold to run the risk
of being exhausted. We are looking not
so much on what has been produced as
what will be produced. The size of the
lode there is sufficient to provide re-
munerative employment for a large num-
ber of miners for a few years to come.

Mr. Underwood: What about the share
brokers?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I
have no knowledge on that point. As I
was saying employment will be found
there for a large number of men for sev-
eral years to come, even if the lode is
not proved to a muoechk greater depth.
About two miles to the North-West of
the Corinthian distriet there has lately
been a find reported, and a number of
leases have been applied for. Then, go-
ing on further we come to the Bullfinch,
about 21 or 22 miles from Southern
Cross. With regard to this distriet I do
not think it is necessary for me to fur-
nish any information to the House fur-
ther than to stale that the fullest details
with regard to that mining property have
been published in the Press during the
past week or two. I have had applica-
tions made to me as Minister for Works
to provide for road eonstruetion in order
to enable those whe desire to go out pro-
specting to kave ready access to the dis-
trict, Jikewise to enable them to obtain
such plant and material for residences
and so on as are needed.

Mr. Holman : Are they asking for
grants to make roads?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member will perhaps understand
that if prospeeting has resnlted suceess-
fully there must he facilities given for
taking out plant, and the dozen and one
requirements of a mining town. The
hon. member realised this with regard to
Meekatharra, and it would not be a bad
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idea for bim to take his mind back to that
period and apply to the Bullfinech the ar-
guments he used then.

Mr. Holman: It is a great pity that
the Government do not apply the same
arguments to the Bullfinch as they did to
Meekatharra.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
may point out dhat the present Govern-
ment -were not in existence then. The
question for the House to consider is
whether we are going to follow up the
developments speedily with a railway or
whether we are going to allow the cream
of the traffie to be enjoyed by carters and
others. Another point for the House to
consider is whether we are going to spend
large sumns of money on roads which wil}
not be reproduetive and which will re-
quire maintenance, or whether we will
spend money on the construction of a
railway which will be reproduetive, at
all events to some extent. In regard to
this particular distriet there ean be no
guestion, even thongh the principal mine
be the only one on which any develop-
ment worth mentioning has been carried
oul, that there will spring up a mining
town around it. KEven if no new dis-
covery be made that mining town must
have all the requirements of a township,
and it will be necessary to earry thereto
not enly the plant required for the mine,
but building material to establish resi-
dences for the inhabitants of that town.
Tf there be no other discovery made, a
town with a population of some hundreds
of people must grow up around that mine.

Mr. Collier: Has every town with a
population of a few hundreds got a rail-
way?

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS: The
hon. member knows well that is not so.

Mr. Holman: Will yon explain what
difference to the revenue that 20 miles
of railway will make?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not exaectly follow the hon. member's
question, but I would esteem it a favour
if hon. members will allow me to submit
my case fairly completely to the House,
and then they can ask questions. I would
then be pleased to furnish any informa-
tion thev require. I was going to point
out that some means of communication
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between Southern Cross and this disiviet
would have to be provided. If that com-
muunication look the form of roads the
Government would have to heavily sub-
sidise the local autbority if it did noet
entirely have to construet the roads. In
a large number of mining distriets the
{rovermaent have had to give liberal as-
sistanee in eonunection with the construe-
tion of roads. .\ road over the 22 miles
from Southern Cross to Bullfineh has
heen estimated to cost, if constructed
over a width of 16 feet, approximately
£15 per chain. or a total of £26,000 in-
<luding the necessary draining and clear-
ing.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Roads are not pro-
vided to other mwines.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Roads have been constructed all over
the State on the different goldfields.
In this particular couniry it would be
absolutely essential that there should be
some road ecommunication. Becanse of
the faet that it differs from some
others of our mining distriets. The soil
is of such a nature that it cats up very
quickly and the road would become praec-
tically.impassable in winter after a little
heavy carting, because of the mire, and
would become largely useless in summer
because of the large quantity of loose dust
upon it. It would cost something like
£26,000 to make an efficient road, a road
that would bring in no revenue and would
require heavy annnal maintenance charges
to keep it in repair. Against that a rail-
way line is estimated to eost £40.000 for
the 22 miles, or about £1,800 a mile.

Mr. Scaddan: The contractor ought to
get something out of that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
giving the hon. members the figures, and
I may say in reply to the leader of the
Opposition that it is proposed to con-
struet this railway by departmental
labour.

Mr. Scaddan: We bave heard that be-
fore. ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has never heard a proposal
from me that has not been earried out.
This estimate is execlusive of the provi-
sion for ballasting, packing, telephone,
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culverts, eteetera, whieh will mean the
Further expenditure of £4,000.

Mr. Bolton: To say nothing of rolliug
stock.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
not propused to get speeial rolling stoek
for this 22 miles. The cost of rails and
fastenings would be £15.000, and the cost
of sleepers, £5,900. 1 may point out
that in regard to the cost of this line the
carting of the sleepers would be a rather
heavy item because of the fact that they
have to be brought from a considerable
distance. There are also some difficulties
at present in obtaining labour, and these
difficulties have been allowed for in this
estimate.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is beeause you do
not pay encugh, In South Anstralia 0s.
a day is paid, but you pay only 8s.

The MINISTER FQOR WORKS: This
possibility of having to pay a higher wage
than has prevailed in the past has been
eonsidered in preparing this estimate for
the House. The estimated value of rails
and fastenings. sleepers, etcetera, which
avpuld be available for removal in the
event of the line not paying, would he
£26.000, or equal to 63 per cent. of the
total cost; dedueting this £26,000 the
railway would aetually stand at a cost
to the State of £14,000, with a small in-
crease for average deprecialion of sleep-
ers. I have already indieated that the
total eost of construeting the road would
be £26,000, and if this total cost were not
entered upon, in other words if the (ov-
ernment did not construet the road them-
selves, they would no doubt have very
largely indeed to subsidise the local auth-
orities in order to help them in iis eon-
struetion.

Mr. Heitmann: We have never heard
su.eh a proposition before in vegard to any
nining eamp. )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I de-
sire to point out to hon. members that
right through the State a very large
amount of money has been and is being
spent not only on road eonstruction but
on road mainfenanece as well.

Mr, Underwood: There is not a maead-
amised road outside of Boulder.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
cannot deal with the partienlar elass of
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roads in the different districts, but a very
large expenditure from the Public Works
Department has already been made in eon-
nection with assisting the construction of
roads in the varions distriets. I want to
come to this point: that if there is good
business to be done in regard to this rail-
way the House is surely warranted in con-
pidering it. Somwe few weeks ago Mr.
Muir, the inspector of engineering sur-
veys, was sent up to the distriet for the
purpose of making an inspection and sub-
mithng a report in regard to it. Mr.
Muir’s report, dated 3rd November, reads
as follows:—

I have just returned from an inspec-
tion of the country between Southern
Cross and the Bullineh mine as io-
strucied by the hon. Minister. I am
greatly impressed with the possibilities
of the field and would recommend the
Government {0 undertake the construe-
tion of a railway to Bullfineh (some 21
miles) as soon as they can get rails and
sleepers, I would also suggest that Mr,
Babington or Mr. Anketell be sent up
to lay out the line, grade it, and con-
struet it as they go forward. By these
means, supposing the material to be
at hand, we could possibly build the line
in, say, three or four weeks. The coun-
try throughout is well timbered, prinei-
pally consisting of gimlet wood and
salmon gum. The grades would be easy,
and I think a surface line with a one
in 50 grade could be obtained. There
are very few water courses, and the
chances are that arrangements eonld be
made for these to he bridged later. In
the event of the Government not con-
strueting a railway it would be neces-
sary for them to provide a road which,
I think, would cost practically as much
as a railway. The country, almost
from beginning to end, is of good loamy
soil and, providing that the rainfall is
sufficient, should be goed agricultural
land. In any case, they ean grow hay
or chaff. T saw two or three erops near
Southern Cross, adjacent to the pro-
posed line, whieh showed very good re-
sults, and I am satisfied the construe-
tion of a railway wounld be a spur to
agricultural development,
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I may inform the House that I do not
submit this as an agrieultural railway
proposition at all, but I do say there can
be no doubt there is very good soil there
if the minfall were sufficient. I am not
laying any stress on that partieular clause
in Mr. Muir’s report. Ii goes on to say—
The timber along the line, or most of
it, is switable for mining purposes, and
if not required at Bullfinch or South-
ern Cross would find a good market at
Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie. There is a
sandplain about half-way, from which,
I think, good hallast eould very easily
and cheaply be obtained. Meanwhile,
however, I see no reason why the
line should not be laid down on the
surface, say, without ballasting. I
wounld recommend that a slighi devia-
fion to the west (if the grades would
allow of it) be made, 50 that the Corin-
flian mine should be tapped. This
mine, the Corinthian, is a low-grade
ore of very big body; the reef is some
40 to 50 feet in width and I under-
stand runs from 10 to 15 dwis. The
Bullfinch, as far as I ean learn, is prae-
tically the only mine yet discovered al
the terminal point, but the possibilities
are enormous, in fact it is quite likely
that this mine will be one of the best
that Wesdtern Austmalia has ever pro-
duced. I would urgently recommend
that action be taken immediately, and,
as I before suggested, I think if you
sent Mr. Babington or Mr. Anketell up
there there wonld be no necessity- for
you to have plans and sections sent
down to be plotted and graded at head
office. The length of the line is abont
21 to 22 miles, and T estimate the cost
of construetion at abont £30,000.
Now, that is the report of Mr. Muir, and
it is supported by the statement of the
Engineerdin-Chief, who says—

The eonstruction of the line as recom-
mended, some 21 miles in lengih, must
be, bo a great extent, speculative from
a traffic point of view, but in this case
I have no doubt would prove a paying
propositton.

It is a somewhat difficult thing, indeed
almost impossible, to show the commereial
possibilities of this line. There can be po
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doubt in the minds of any hon. members
that the disecovery of the Bullfinch must
lead to enormously increased prospecting
in that particular distriet, and not only
in that particular porfion of the distriet
but right through the Yilgarn field, and
I hope the same energy will be commumi-
eaied to prospectors working in other
goldfields of the State. With a lange
anriferous area like that which exists be-
tween Soutbern Cross and the Bullfinch
on both sides, and going farther Nonth as
far as Golden Valley and beyond, it is
impossible to say what discoveries may
eventuate within the next few vears, The
Mining Engineer in his latest report on
the Yilzarn goldfields gave some views
which I think are worthy of bringing
before hon. members although, perhaps,
they have already been read by some.
The report states—

The Sonthern Cross auriferous belt
«extends for over 50 miles in length, and
is nsually over five miles wide, It is very
full of lodes, especially of large low-
grade “formations,” bul in these and
in the adjacent couniry there are also
mwany well-marked fissure iodes. Though
a large amount of prospecting has been
done there are only guite a few of the
mines that have as yet Deen extensively
worked, and most of these have been
of decidedly low grade though often
profitable. The majority of the shows
which have been opened have not been
able to attract the assistance of enough
capital to enable them to be equipped
with proper machinery, and have there-
fore been worked intermittently and
at much disadvantage, usually having
to eart the ore considerable distances
to be crushed. The low-grade ore
bodies most common to this field re-
quire treatment close to the mines, with
as little handling as possible, and each
mine of any size therefore requires to
possess its own battery. The field is
advantageously situated as regards cost
of labour, mining stores, and domestic
supplies, and splendidly provided with
the best of mining timber and firewood,
but outside of Southern Cross itself is
al present rather badly provided with
salt water supplies for milling, and very

badly with fresh water. Both salt and
fresh water are, however, obiainable
without excessive cost. The prospects
of this field appear to me to be on the
whale very promising. There is no field
in the State where there are stronger
indications of extensive lode-forming
action, ‘the auriferous belt being
4 really remarkable zone of intense and
repeated fracturing and erushing of the
earth’s crust, affording all the geologi-
cal conditions usually considered fav-
ourable for the formation of ore bodies.
Good ore has been found more or less
alt along the belt, and several of lhe
mines seem likely to beecome of much
importance. There is still great seope
for prospeecting and untried ground for
new reefs, and also in the older mines
for seareh in the large “formations” for
other ore hodies than those already
worked. The distriet at present seems
to me to offer as good opportunities
for intelligent prospecting as are to be
found in any of the other fields of
Western Australia, but recognition
must be made of its somewhat unusual
features, especially on the prevalence
of ‘“shattered zone” deposits, and a
wider conception taken of the nature of
the lodes than has been usual in the
past when the ineidental guartz veins
have been regarded as alone worthy
of aitention.

In regard to this country to the immediate
north of Bullfinch I may point out there
is a number of mines which were worked
some years ago, some in the early nineties
and, I believe, even in the eighties, and
which are known to possess large ore
bodies which with new faeilities could he
profitably treated.

Mr. Collier: What is the name of one
mine with a large ore body out there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not a iravelling mining directory.

Mr. Collier: If you know there are
mines there with large ore bodies you
ought to know the pames of them; that
is a question of faet, not of opinion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Violet is one mine,

Mr. Collier: Where is the Violet?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot snswer fhe hon. member, but T
would like to point out that apart from
the Bullfinch itself, which must lead to
the establishing of a township, there ave
a larnge number of leases taken up over
a stretch of seven miles in the vicinity
of the Bullfineh, and in some instances a
large amount of eapital has been sub-
seribed for the purpose of working these
leases. What value the leases may have
is at the preseni moment problematical,
but we have every reason to hope in the
interests of the State that not only aronnd
Ballfinel. but for some miles away from
Bullfinch there may be valuable ore de-
posits discovered, and I fhink we have
reason to hope that there may be in the
immediate vieinity other, perbaps not
equally, but very valuable properties. In
any ease I wish to impress wpon the Honse
that I think this railway as put forward
i3 a propesal to construet, at a cost of
£40,000, of which £26,000 represenis ma-
teria] that will, if the House decides ulti-
mately to remove the line, be easily re-
movable and capable of being utilised in
other quarters. I want to point out that
we will get the eream of the traffic towards
this goldfield, a thing which the Govern-
ment have failed to get in the past. Tt is
not proposed that this railway should be
constructed to the standard of the State
railways until the permanency and value
of the district have been more fully de-
mouostrated. It is proposed that in the
meantime the charges on this line shall be
at eontractors’ rates, because it is realised
that it will be necessary, in order to se-
cure profitable working at the outset, that
something larger tban the ordinary rail-
way rates must be imposed ; but the public
in that distriet will be getting an un-
doubted convenience and they will be re-
¢nired to pay a reasonable return to the
Government for the advantages they are
obtaining in that railway. I think, there-
fore, that under these circumstances T am
smbmitting to the Hounse what might rea-
sonably be regarded as a business pro-
position in regard to which we shall
readily get a return of the difference be-
tween the total expenditure of £10,000
and the actnal materials, which will have
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a permaneni value and represent at the
present time £26,000,

Mr. Seaddan: Why do yon make an
exira charge to these people?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
eause at the outset the line will not pay at
the ordinary rates, I understand it has
been said also that the Government arve
giving too much to the district, but the
Government are proposing to make the
people pay for the advantages they are
aetting.

Mr. Holman: You are making those
pay who eannot afford to pay.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is not so, beeause the hon. member will
know that the cost of cartage over bad
roads is far in excess of eoutractors’ prices
over a railway, and, therefore, instead of
making the people pay who cannot afford
to pay too much, we will be saving them
from paying the large amount they will
have to pay if this line is not constructed.
The difference, I am told, will represent
somelhing like 4d. as against 1s. 3d. per
ton per mile, and the hon. member will
vealise that in these cireumstances the
Government can safely recommend the
construction of this railway as a commer-
cial enterprise, which will prove helpful
to the development of the distriet.

Mr. HORAN (Yilgarn}: I bave plea-
sure in supporting this proposition and
I have equal pleasure in complimenting
the Government upon the aetivity they
have displayed in introducing it so
promptly in order to gef this measure of
revenue that would otherwise flow inte
other channels. But further than that,
as the Ministser introdpeing the Bill has
stated, it should be recognised by all re-
presentatives that that extraordinary aun-
riferous belt extends, not for 26 miles, but
for at least 1,100 miles from Ravens-
thorpe to Mount Magnet, and that eventu-
ally this mailway will be extended throungh
Golden Valley and even into the elee-
torate of my friend the hon. member for
Mount Magnet to that much favoured
place Youanme,

Mr. Troy: And “you and me” will re-
Joiee.

Mr. HORAN: This is one of the items
which on aeceount of my temporary ab-
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sence from the Chamber I did not hear
the Minister disenss. At the places we
travelled through several times recently
we saw wondenfully wide lodes carrrying
rich gold, and the Minister for Mines and
the scientifice experts who aecompanied
him will give evidence of the truth of my
suggestion that the railway will utimately
not only go to Bullineh but far beyond
that point. Here also may I state that
I received a return from the Railway De-
partment the other day which indicated
that many thousands of pounds’ worth of
timber was being couveyed from different
points on the Eastern railway to supply
mining props and timber, not firewood,
to mines on the Kalgoorlie and Coolgar-
die belt, with which this braneh of rail-
way will secure closer conneetion and eon-
setmently reduce the cost of werking a
great deal. My ten years' acquainbtamee
with Southern Cross is sufficiently exten-
sive to allow me to say with authority
that there have been sandalwood teams
employed for yesrs past drawing in
sandalwood from 20, 30, and 40 miles
out, and this railway must of neces-
sity bring teamwsters and their product
ino closer contact with Fremmantle and
add immensely to the revenue of the
State. Sandalwood is carried at a very
high rate on the railways as those eon-
nected with the business well kmow. In-
dependent of that there will be the ma-
chinery required at the Corinibian. I
have it on good auihority thab Lhere is
at least two years’ erushing for a 50-
stamp battery there. I admit with most
sengible persons that the Bullfinch at the
present juncture possesses an element of
speeulation, but right elong the line that
it is proposed to traverse there are elaims
in all directions and I am sure that the
machinery which will be required there,
whether the ore be oxides or sulphides,
will justify the erection of a hmge plant
from the operalions of which the Gov-
ernment will benefit. If anyone needs
further evidence he will oo a visit to the
field see in the large passenger traffic,
the motor-cars, and the crowds of people
carting there, anotber ehannel of revenue
which the Government are justly entitled
to take advantage of. The Minister,
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speaking of comrse with greater awthority
than I do, is in possession of faets and
figures, which will be supplemented if
occasion demands it, later on. I desive
to support the second reading.

Mr. Holman: He must have kept his
facts and figures to himself; he did not
give them to us.

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie): We
mnst all realise that the Bullfinch is in
its infancy at the present time, and
by some it might be contended that
it is not a wise policy to construet this
railway. On every oecasion when I have
spoken in conneciion with the poldfields
of this State the burden of my song has
been the immense importanee of the gold-
mining industry. I have stated, and I
state again, that it is worth double all the
other produeing industries in the whole
of the State, and while we desire to en-
eourage agrienlture in every possible way,
it still must be conceded that the gold-
nining industry must alse be enconraged.
Many orf my friends on this side of the
House will say, “Why have not the Gov-
ernment consirueted a railway fo Lavw-
lers; why did they keep Norseman with-
out communication for ten or twelve
years; and why are they now rushing
this railway to Bullfineh®”

Mr. Holman: Ask Dorrie.

Mr. MecDOWATLL: I do not want to
ask that gentleman or anybody else that
particular aquestion. I maintain that in
this instanee two wrongs do not make a
right and if the Government were lax in
providing Tailway communication for
other districts that richly deserved it, I
am now going to commend them for their
prompt action in regard to the Bullfinch
field. Of comrse the Bullfinch may peter
out; it is impossible for ns to tell the
future; but over and over again I have
argued that the anriferons ecountry of this
State is 5o extensive and so valuable that
even if that partienlar mine should peter
out the country in that direction is worthy
a railway for prospecting purposes alone.
Cunder the circumstances, it is my inten-
tion to snpport the second reading of the
Bill, and when we find the Minister telling
us that it will only run into Something
like £40,000, of which £26,000 is repre-
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sented in material that could be utilised
in other directions, members will at once
see that the risk is not very great.

Mr, Horan: Over £25,000 was got at
the sale of town lots,

Mr. MeDOWALL: I was going to re-
mark that. If the hon, member for Yil-
garn would not take on himself the whole
thing and say, “Alone I did it,” I would
be able to gel through my speeeh, But
we have Bill Adams about to help and it
is diffieult for me to do so. To come back
to the suobject: If there is only a risk of
£14,000 and half of the township has
realised £25,140 I think there is every
Justifieation for building the railway.

My, Draper: Is that money paid?

Mr. McDOWALL: No, ¢ is not paid,
and in that connection I personally hold
the opinion that the Government, when
they sell land of that description, should
tmpose the same conditions as a private
individual, and so be able to sue the
buyers for the balance of the money
instead of allowing speculation on =
ten per cent. basis. We know that
if those genilemen who have paid ten
per cent., find that the distriet goes dowm,
they ean get out of their lability.
‘That is perfectly true, and there will be
no attempt on the part of the (Govern-
ment to enforee payment. But that is, to
a certain extent, deviating from the sub-
jeet. I am pleased to have sufficient eon-
fidenee in the Bullfineh to think that it is
going to last for the 12 months, and then
most of the people will have paid the
money. It must be realised that practi-
cally only half the township bas been sold,
and I believe that had the other half been
submitted the other day it would have sold
as readily as the allotments already dis-
posed of, and in the ecircomstances the
sale of the township allotments would am-
ply pay for the construction of the rail-
way. But I again desire to say my chief
reason for snpporting this railway, and
any other railways penetrating auriferouns
country, is that the great gold industry
merits every possible encouragement, and
we have been prone to state that it is
not receiving the encouragement the agri-
cultural industry is receiving. I think it
will be very foolish on our part to dis-
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courage the Government when they are in
the humour to do something. An bon.
member laughs, but I do not think it is
very humorous. I think it is a very sen-
gible proposition. We would have been
only too pleased to encourage them bhad
they taken the slightest interest in giving
railway communication to Norseman 12
years ago, and it would be the height of
stupidity on this occasion, when we find
the Goverment so anxious to assisi this
mining fownship, to oppose the construec-
tion of this railway. I think all the argu-
ments are in favour of the eonstraction of
the line. Therefore I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading of the

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): T move—

That the debate be adjourned,

The Premier: Why the necessity? Does
the leader of the Opposition want the ad-
journment ¥

Mr. Scaddan: The member for Murchi-
son wants it.

Mr. Holman: Let the Minister for
Mines speak.

The Premier: He does not want to
speak.

Mr. Holman: Then I want to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
presses the motion of course I must put
it.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .o 14
Noes .. .. .. 26
Majority against o 12
AYes.
Mr. Bath Mr, O’Loghlen
Mr. Bolton Mr. Price
Mr, Collier Mr. §
Mr, Gill Mr. Swan
Mr, Heitmann Mr. Tro,
Mr. Halman Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson (Teilar).
Mr. Johnsocn
Noes.
Mr. Butcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr., Carson Mr. Mon
Mr. Doglish Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Dro Mr. Morphy
Mr, Foulkes Ma, Nanson
Mr. Gordan Mr. Oshorn
My, Gounrley Mr. Piesse
Mr. Grepory Mr, Taylor
Mr. Hardwick My, Walker
Mr. Harper Mr. Ware
Mr. Hormn Mr, F, Wilson
My, Jacoby Mr La
Mr. McDowall {Teller)
Myr. Male

Motion thus negatived.
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Mr. HUDSON (Dundas) : In voting in
faveur of the motion for ihe adjournment
of the debate, I did so for the purpose of
allowing hon. members to make further
inquiries with regard fo this proposition.
In all railway proposals we should be sup-
plie¢d with full information. Plans, and
other reports should be on the Table of
the Hounse, and every member should have
the opportunity of perusing them; but
in regard to this Bill the plans were only
placed on the Table to-night, and the re-
poris have only just been read by the
Minister. 1 would point out that in most
cases a proposal for the adjournment of
a debate on a Bill of this character is ac-
cepted. However, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second resding, becanse I be-
lieve that the railway proposed will be a
very profitable concern to the State. It
wonld be interesting if the Minister for
Works wonld tell us whether the railway
was to be built out of loan moneys or out
of revenne, as to whether the revenue that
is being received from the sale of the lands
is to be applied for the purpose of build-
ing this railway line, or whether that
money is to go into the general revenue
and the line built out of loan moneys. I
have had a close acquaintance with this
distriet for the last 18 months or s0. I
have been all over it, and I think there
is every justification for the constrnction
of this railway, that there is a reasonable
hope that the whole distriet will prosper,
and that the line will become a payable
proposition.

* Mr. COLLIER (Boulder): During the
few years 1 have been in the House I
think this is the first oceasion, if my
_memory serves me rightly, on which the
second reading of a Bill for railway con-
struction has been forced through in one
sitting. No matter what one’s opinions
mav be as to the merits of this railway,
T ask whai justification is there for the
attitude of the Government in foreing
the seecond reading of the measure this
evening. Would anyithing extraordinary
happen fo Bullfineh if the debate were
adjourned for a day or two in order to
give members an oppertunity to analvse

the speech of the Minister for Works?

Whot is the ohjeet of this extraordinary
has*e in connection with this railway?
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I venture to say there has not been any
railway proposition submitted to the
House supported by less facts and less-
arguments than those advanced by the
Minister for Works, Let us examine the
speech of the lLon. member. He says
that in any case the Government would
have to. construct a road to Bulliinch,
which would ¢ost something like £26,000,
Why would the Government have to con-
struet a road to Bullinch? Why deal
with Bullfinch differently from the man-
ner in which they deal with dozens of
other mining towns in the State?

Mr. Horan: The quantity of traffic
justifies it.

Mr. COLLIER: Then I say it justifies
the construciion of hundreds of miles of
vonds in other parts of the State.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. COLLIER: There is a town ealled
Davyhurst, which earries a population of
something like a thousand, or did for a
considerable number of years, and it is
30 miles from an existing railway, al-
mosl completely sandhill all the way, and
not an inch of that road is eonstrueted.

The Minister for Mines: That is not
correct,

Mr. COLLIER: There is not one inch
of that road constructed. There may
have been money spent on it in different
ways in repairing it a little bit, but
there is not an inch of it which one eould
ecall eonstructed in a way such as would
cause the expenditure contemplated by
the Minister for Works in his argument
for a road to Bullfinch. The Minister
was speaking, I take it, of a macadam-
ised road that would cost £26,000. I
want to know why the Minister for
Works thinks the Government would be
under any obligation to constrret this
road when they have not adopted that
policy in regard to dozens of other
towns throughount the goldfields. The
Minister for Works went on further to
say that even if there was only one mine
in the district, even if there were no
more discovered outside the Bullfinch,
that mine in itself would earry a popula-
tion of several hundred, which in itseif
would justify the railway.
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The Minister for Works: No, I did
nut say that.

Mr, COLLIER: Those were the Min-
ister’s words. He said it would carry
a population of several hundred, which
in itself would justify the railway. Then
will every mining town in the State,
which earries o population of several
hundred justify a railway? If it is so
the Government have been neglecting
their duty for a great many yeavs past
because there are many mining towns
in this State with not only a population
of a few hundreds but a population box-
dering on a thousand and some of over
a thousand which have been asking for
railway communication for 12 or even
15 vears, and the Goverpment have
turned a deaf ear to them. Does the
Minister for Works say that one mine
will make a gzoldfield, and that one mine
will justify a railway be that mine ever
so rich? Whatever merits this railway
may have, or whatever the future of the
Bullfineh max be, the argument that one
mine emploving a few hundred men will
justify the consiruetion of a railway is
a ridiculous one. The Minister for Mines
has read to the House a report by Mr.
Muir, a hichly amusing report. Mr.
Muir stated that the prospeets of the
field were very bright, and he strongly
recommended ithe econstruction of the
railway. He said there would be a large
revenue from the earriage of mining tim-
ber alone. and he added that if the tim-
ber was not wanted at Bullfineh it could
be taken on to Kalzoorlie. He first of
all declared that the field was going to
e a great one, and that the railway
would be justified, and then that if the
timber was not wanted there it could be
taken to Kalgoorlie. TWhen he said this
it seemed that he had some little doubt
as to the future of the field. I want to
ask ihe Minister for Mines of what value
is the information supplied by Mr. Muir
and even that of the Engineer-in-Chief
as to the possibilities of Bullfineh as a
eoldfield. However valuable their infor-
mation may be on matters on which they
ore qualified to speak, I say that their
knowledge of the possibilities of mining
towns is worth abseclutely nothing.
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My, Scaddan: The same two gentlemen
ave making u report on the possibilities
of the Esperance line.

Mr, COLLIER: Exaetly. The Minister
for Works went on to say that this rail-
way will ecanse much prospecting. He
said it would be impossible to caleulate
the amount ol prospecting that will be
carried on for the next two years. It
is the first time I ever heard a railway
justiied on the score that it is going to
agsist prospeeting, The Minister for
Works wants to build the railway in or-
der to assist prospectors. From that
point of view alone his argument was
ridiculous. He told us that North of the
Bullfineh there were some mines which
were known to have very large ore
bodies, and he spoke of one which he
was informed by his colleague was called
the Vielet. That is all indiecative of the
casual and haphazard manner the Bill
has been thrown at the Hounse. The Min-
ister declares there s a mine there with
large ore bodies, and when he is asked
the nane of it he inguires the name from
his ecolleague, and he gives this and
other information to the House as facts.
If these are facts, why could not the
Minister supply Lhe House with some
information and let members know to
what extent those large bodies of ore
have been proved and what they have
done in the past, and what their possi-
bilities are. He supplied no information,
but merely throws the Bill at the House
in a casual way, and expeets members
to swallow it. 1 might say at this stage

that it is not my intention to vote
against the second reading of the
Bill, but I think it is my duty

to offer some criticism against the man-
ner in which the Bill has been introduced,
and against the manner in which an at-
tempt is being made to foree it through
the House. It is because there is a great
boom on with regard to Bullfinch, and be-
cause the whole of the State is talking
Bullfineh and because there have been a
few phenomenally rich erushings obtained
from it, that the House is justified in
critically analysing the position. Mem-
hers are nat jnstified because of what they
have read in the Press daring the past six
or eight weeks in swallowing everything
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and agreeing to the constrnetion of the
vailway or because there is a prospect of
Bullfineh becoming a rich mining town.
Bullfineh may become another Colden
Mile, and we all hope it will.

Mr. Jacoby: It is a fair business risk.

Mr. COLLIER: Whatever the foture
has in store for Bullfineh at the present
tiine we have no evidence whatever that is
going to he a great and permanent gold-
field. and it is just as well that men in
rezponsible positions in a time like this,
which is a critical time in the history of
gold-mining in the State, should aet can-
tiously. If this boom econtinues, and
leases are to be traded off on to a speen-
lative publie who may he prepaved to put
money into them. the mining induasiry
stands a ehanee of saffering, and more so
than has been the ease during the past
dozen years. Of the 1.200 leases which
have heen pegwed out, we know that a
large proportion of them arve wild cats.
‘They ave nothing but salt-bush flats.

Mr, Heitmann: Agrienltural land, as
Muir sayvs.

Mr. COLLIER: Exactly, and if the
lenseholders sneceed, because of the boom,
n trading them off on the investing pub-
lie. it will he a bad thing for
the mining industry. I want to say that
this haste on the part of the Government
to push the Bill through praetieally in
24 hours, lends some colour, or at least
the speculating public will be justified in
coming ko the conclusion, that the field
has every evidence of becomibg another
Golden Mile. That is the conelusion the
public must draw because they will say
“IWhen the Governinent have such confi-
dence in it, and are construeting a rail-
way to it with such haste, we will put our
eapital into it.” As T have stated, I am
going to vote for the second reading but
T want to protest against the manner in
which the Bill is beinz hurried throngh.
and arainst the easual manner in whiel
. it has been flung at members by the Mini-
ster for Works. Before T sit down I
wonld like to guote the remarks the Mini-
ster for Mines made during the eourse of
his visit to the district last week. In tlie
comrse of a speech in reply to a vequest
for the many facilities the field was asking
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for, the Minister stated that he was of
opinion the railway ecould await the fur-
ther development of the mine, and that
Cabinet would weigh and eonsider the
position before embarking on a railway
policy to that centre. What has hap-
pened since? That statement was made-
on last Monday week, and on Tharsday,
his eolleague, the Mimster for Works, se-
cured the first reading of the Bill for the
construction of the ratlway. Furthermore,
we were informed by the Minister that he
went there speeially to inguire into the
elaims and wmerits of this vailway, and to
advise his eolleagues in Cabiunet, If that
was his opinion on Monday, what adviee
did he tender to Cabinei on Wednesday?
Or what happened beiween Monday
and Wednesday to justify the Minister
in recommending the eonstruetion of the:
railway after having said on Monday that
it could await further developments.
When the Minister had been over the
field, he realised the wecessity of being
cantinus with rvegard to the matter, but
for some unexplained reason that eantion
seems fo lhave departed, and three days
afterwards the Government eome down
with the Bill for the construction of the
railway. It behoves hon. members to be
very careful o take no netion that will
have a tendeney to injure the future of
the mining industry of the Stare.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I am very
muel surprised that an attempt should
be made to bludgeon through a proposi-
tion like this without giving the people-
an opportunity of making any inquiry.
It is only charvaeteristie of the attitude of’
the Government when any hooming pro-
position is placed before the country.
Then we have the matter prominently
brought before us, and it is pushed
through withont any opportunity of in-
quiry at all. T remember some little time
ago when another proposition in which
the Minister for Mines interested himself
came forward, That DMinister did not
have the eonrage to move it, hut he placed
the matter upon the shoulders of the then
Minister for Works, and there was the
same lack of information in eonnection
with thalt matter whieh has been experi-
enced here to-dav, Speaking of Southern
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Cross as a mining field, or of other gold-
fields in the State, I give way to no man
in my desire to see those fields go ahead,
or to do everything that it is possible to
foree them ahead in a proper manner, but
I strongly object te a proposition like
-this being pushed through the House for
the sole purpose of booming an already
too much boomed proposition. I infend
to submit figures and facts to show what
has taken place in the past, and to show
that a proposition the Minister for Mines
absolutely declined to give way to on his
visit to Bullfineh is submitted to the House
three days afterwards, and I will show
that the only effect this railway will have
will be to hoom the Bullfinch proposi-
tion.

Mr. Underwood : And rob the people.

Mr. HOLMAN: Absoclutely rob and
plunder them wholesale. As regards
Southern Cross, for many years past in
that distriet, as well as in other districts,
I have always come forward and given
my assistance to everything that would
tend to advance it.

Mr. Horan: Considering that when you
were Minister for Railways you did it
the greatest damage that could have been
done.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am speaking about
Southern Cross, as a mining feld, the
distriet represented, or I would say

misrepresented by the hon. member.
J was one of those who went to
the Minister and assisted in getting

& batlery for Southern Cross wany
years ago. I travelled over that country
with some of the men who are battling
there to-day, and I always had a fair
opinion of the distriect. I am satisfied
that with a fair measure of assistance
and support Southern Cross will yet
prove itself to be one of the best mining
distriets in Western Australia, but I am
satisfied that the money which it is pro-
posed to spend on this railway could be
better spent in other directions, We take,
for instance, the information given ns
by the Minister for Works. I never heard
a more lame or lagping speech on any
proposition than that given by the iMin-
ister for Waorks. Tt was an insult to the
inteliizence of members and of the
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people of the country. He read a report
by Mr. Muir staling that the agrienl-
tural possibilities were something marvel-
lous. Another member got up and told
us that sandalwood would be found in
the distriet, while a third declared his
willingness to support any goldfields
line. I am willing to support a goldfields
line, provided the proposition is a fair
and reasonable vne, I am satisfied the
present proposition could have waited a
few months before being brought for-
ward. The Minister for Works said this
was a business proposition. He was
asked what were the returns of the var-
ious mines, and he pointed to the Violet.
I can tell him the total production of the
Vidlet up to the end of 1909 was 65 tons
crushed for a return of 133 ounces of
gold.

The Minister for Works: That is not
the answer I gave to lhe question.

Mr. HOLMAN: No; I am giving the
proper answer. The Minister did not
know the lease.

The Minister for Works:
member is not quoting fairly.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister said
there were several important leases there
with big ore bodies. He was asked what
leases, and he said the Violet. Then again
we hear about the great Corinthian lease.
The production of this mine up to the
end of 1909 has been 42 tons for a return
of 30 ounces.

The Minister for Mines:
make any difference?

Mr. HOLMAN: No; not a bit. T
wonder what made the difference in the
mind of the Minister for Mines between
the time he spoke at the Bullfinch and
the oceasion when he spoke down here.

The Minister for Mines: When did I
speak down here?

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Minister has
not spoken down here he has done some-
thing else. There was a banquet last
night of whieh I have heard, and I have
recollections of other banquets. I was
dealing with the question of the gold-
fields in that part of the State. In all
prabability the total ernshing from the
Bullfinch mine does not amounl to more
than 300 {ous, and surely to goodness
it is not reasonable to ask us to build

The hon.

Does that
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the L. tlie purpose, in my opinion,
of booming that over-boomed property,
which is a gvave dunger to the inffow of
capital to Western Australia. It is a
great mistake for us to over-boom that
mine and grant the construction of this
railway before the place is more fuily
proved. We are rushing the railway
out there in record time; no railway in
the Commonwealth was ever rushed
through so quickly. It will be a very poor
stroke of business if we, by rushing the
railway to the Bullfineh, bring in a few
thousands of revenue and by over-boom-
ing the place persnade people to put
their money into propositions which are
absolutely worthless, to invest thousands
of pounds in wild eats. Yet the Minis-
ter in introdueing the Bill said we shounld
construet the line as a business proposi-
tion. All the line is going to do is to
assist in boodling a great number of
people and driving a great deal of capi-
tal out of Western Australia. Then the
gentlemen who force this line through
will turn round and say it is Laboar that
has driven capital away, and will talk
largely about security of tenure and re-
duetion of wages. What has driven capi-
tal ont of the country in the past? The
position was just the same as it is to-
dny. Take the ereat Peak Hill mine,
perhaps five times as rick in its early
days as the Bullfineh. Although the
country is different, the gold deposits
in Peak Hill are somewhat similar to
those in the Bullfinch. Over a great ex-
tent of country they got rich deposits
of gold just the same as in the Bullfinch.
To show, in my opinion, it is not & true
lode in the Bullfinch to-day I may point
to the fact that they are sinking shafts
all over the place. This leads me to be-
lieve it is a somewhat similar deposit to
that in the old Peak Hill. There they
seenred thousands of ounces of gold.
floated the company and ran the shares
to a market value of £10, making the
value of the Peak Hill Company some-
thing over £1.000,000. After having heen
sold in the old country the shares re-
dueed in value to a few shillings, and
vou could not give them away to-day.
What has been done at the Bullfineh?
I sex one of the cleverest strokes of
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business ever done by any mining man
in or out of Australia was done by Doo-
lette when he refused to part with his
proposition and, instead, floated the com-
pany and kept the major portion to him-
self. He was supposed to have placed
30,000 shares on the market at £1, re-
taining 400,000 himself. It was stated in
the Press that half a million had been
offered for the propesition. I am not in
a position to dispule the fact and, there-
fore, must take it for granted; but in-
stend of accepting the offer he floated
his property. What, then, is the position
He is able to corner the market, and to-
day the market value of the property is
£1,500,000. What does that mean?®
A mining investment with iis risks is al-
ways regarded as a 20 per cent. pro-
position. At less than that it is very
doubtful. Money returns from 6 to 8
per cent., ordinary properiy from eight
to 10 per cent. and mining propositions
should return 20 per cent. This means
that the Bullfineh will have to return in
dividends £300,000 per year for a pertod
of over six years. What is going to hap-
pen in the meantime? Those shares arve
being boosted up, and the mistake made
by the Government in pushing forward
the construetion of this line is that they
will boom those shares to a very high
price, while, on the information sup-
plied, it will be a total impossibility for
the mine to furnish a sufficient amount
of money to give the investors a fair re.
turn. What was done to boost the Peak
Hill mine? Darlington Simpson used
something of the same tactics as are
being used by Doolette. He utilised the-
Governor of the State; he got Sir Gerard
Smith, better known as ‘‘Jerry’’ Smith,
and took him through to Peak Hill, the
track being Jined with champagne bot-
tles. They dined off golden plates made
of gold won from the mine, and the result
was that the mine was boomed to an en-
rmons valne, and the investors were ab-
solutely robbed. I am afraid the same
state of affairs will evemtuate in the
Baullfinch, althongh on the other hand, I
frust it will prove to be the best pro-
perty opened up in Western Australia.
We had the same sort of thing when the
Phillips River was opened up, and the
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Minister for Mines predicted a popula-
tion of from 10,000 to 20,000 people for
the district, to materialise within a year
or two. To show the sort of stuff
trotted out time after time, I asked on
that occasion that facts be placed before
the House; and I ean point to my speech
in December, 1906, and defy the Minister
to show one incorrect statement, notwith-
standing that T was forced to speak with-
out my notes. The Minister for Mines,
in trying to boost up the property, told
us that the population of Phillips River
wonld in a vear or two reach from
10,000 to 20,000 souls. Several years have
elapsed sinee then, and what hkas been
done? The same thing wns done as is
heing done to-day. Kaufmann came out
and used the Government for the pur-
puse of floating the property on the Eng-
lish market. and robbed the investors of
mapy thousands of pounds. He used the
Ciovernment at that time just as Dorrie
Dooletle is using the Government to-day.
After Kanfmann came out and seeured
the leases from the prospeetors, and
hought the Government smelter at a ridi-
culous price—because he found the
money to pay for the smelter in the resi-
dues and slag left there; he robbed this
econntry of a few thonsand pounds in the
purchase of the smelter—he was able to
boost  the proposition until its valne
reached £1,250,000 on the English mar-
ket. To-day its value is probably only
£200,000, and those people who put their
money into sueh properiy are being
robbed through the assistance of the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia. The pre-
sent Minister for Mines is one of the
first {o say the Labour party prevent
capital eoming into the State. The people
who prevent capital coming into Western
Australia are men like the Minister for
Mines and the menbers of the Chamber
of Mines who, on every possible occasion,
when a boodler comes along lend their
services and ntilise the whole power and
inflnenee of the Government authorities
in boosiing up the boodler and thereby
assisting kim to rob the legitimate in-
vestor whn is quite willing to put his
money into a show if he has a fair run.
T say if the legitimate investor invests
capital in Western Australia the Labour
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party are the people who see that he gets
a fair run every time. The Minister for
Mines, when he has an opportunity as-
sists the boodler to rob the people in the
older countries, and in this conntry as
well,

The Minister for Mines: Is that guite
in order? It is verv offensive anyway.

Mr, HOLMAN: [f the Minister does
not like it 1 will say that perhaps he does
it unwittingly,

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER:
hardly in order.

Mr. HOLMAN: He does it, but. as I
sail before, perhaps he does it unwit-
tingly, To prove it I quoted the case of
the sale of the smelter to Kanfmann and
also the promise that the Minister for
Mines made of a railway te Phillips River.
Tt was that promise which enabled Kauf-
mann to hoost that property up to the
valee which he did, and that lms done a
great deal of harm to Western Australia.
Phillips River of itself, if it were given
a clear run, 1s a fair mining proposition,
but being buosted up to such a value it
was impossible for it to give a return for
the money invested in it. We have the
value of this Bullfinch mine quoted to us,
but other distriets have produced much
more gold and have a greater population,
aud yet have been erying out in vain for
vears for railway faecilities. How is it
possible that at such short notice and
without any settlement being there this
place ean get a railway? T am sorry that
the Government are doing ns they are in
assisting to place a good many wild cats
on the market. 1 speak as a warning to
those who may be induced to pui their
money into that proposition, not with the
intention of retarding development in a
legitimate mining field in this State, but
to see that those who do invest their money
have a fair run. T could quote instances
of people who have put thousands of
pounds into mining and have been robbed
of their money. We have the testimony
of many scores of practical mining men
who have been prospecting in Western
Australia for many years, that many pro-
positions being boosted on the market at
the present time have never had a pick
put into them, and are away ont where

That is
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it is impossible to get any gold from
them. We bhave also the argument that
£€25,000 has been paid for town lots in
that centre. TUp to the present time only
£2,500 has been paid, and in a specula-
tive place like that it is always worth
while for a man to risk ten per cent. A
lot of these men have speculated £50
or £60 in the hope of making a rise
before the next payment eomes dune. The
sale of these town lots is a standing dis-
grace to the Government, and it absolutely
prevents a legitimate business man and
the poor individual having a say in the
town at all. It is all done for the pur-
pose of boosting up the bhoodler all the
tirse, and what will the resnlt be? Every
person who desires to stavt in business in
Bullfineh will be bled to the very rearrow
bones by those who bought up the town
lots, hecause the Minister for Mines has
stated that he intends to drive them from
the leases on to the town lots in the near
future.

The Minister for Mines: Why do vou
not qnote correctly? T said I had no
objection to them temporarily putting
their buildings on the leases, becanse there
was nowhere else to go.

M. Secaddan: You said that shorty
they would be compelled to go on to the
town lots,

Mr. HOLMAN: You did not expect
them to camp in trees, did yvou? Yon
told them they wonld be compelied to zo
on to the town lots, but in the meantime
they could stop on the leases, Of conrse
they could; they ecould not gu anywhere
else. The sale of these fown lots did ne
zood to the country because they were
bought for speculative purposes, althongh
there were some legitimate bids I admit.
and many people there will have to pay
throngh the nose for the right to stari
bustuess if they so desire. They will have
to pay exorbitant prices and they will he
ruined before they start. Of ecourse it
pays Dorrie Doolette to spend a few
thonsands of pounds until he is ahle tn
get rid of his shares at a high priee, and
then the unsuspeeting publie will be “left
with the baby to nurse,” as the saying is.
and all their money gone, Tt was not my
intention to oppose the second readines
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of this railway Bill. T will never oppuse
anything that would tend to improve the
conditions of any mining field in Western
Australin. I was one of the strongest
advocates on the Norseman line, although
I badly required mining railways in my
own district at the time, but I said in
publhic many times that that was one of
the first mining railways that should be
constructed in the State. To-day we have
the Lawlers disteiet, which T do uol re-
present. and the Wiluna disiviet, whieh is
in my eleetornte, hoth of whieh ave far
more important to develop than the Bull-
fineh. but Dovrie Doolette or any other
hoodler is not there, which aceounts for
hoth places heing passed over,

Mr, Hovan: Tt is not right to accuse
Doolette, [ know the gentleman,

Mr. HOLMAXN: I adwit that he has
done some work, and I am pleased to
see him or anyone else make a rise.

AMr, Draper: And having made a rise
vou eall him a bhoodler,

Alv. HOLMAN: Certainly not. T do
not think T @id call himn a boodler, but I
say that Dorcie Doolette las made one of
the cleverest business moves that any man
has ever made in Australia or oui of it

The Attorney General: You have been
calling him a boodler al! throngh your
speech.

Mr. HOTLAMAN: How ean the Attorney
General know? Ile has been asleep.

Tle Aitorner General: No, I have been
listening to youyr speech.

Mr. HOLMAN : Well, von usually look
as if you are asleep. T have seen sleeping
Yizards on logs on a sunny day. and you
do not look much different. I nsed to see
{liese lizards when T was a hoy aud every
time I went to eateh them they were gone,
Fvidently the Aftorney (teneral has also
seen them and likes to imitate theiv habits.
It is a marvellons taet that he always
likes to le asleep there enjoving the re-
Aeetion of the electrie light, bui when he
hears an interjection against the ember
who is speaking he rises to support it al-
thongh he does not know anything about
it. I was dealing with the question of
the amount of income Nooletie is mak-
ing, and although I give him credit for
woing into the country T say that the
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Government should not assist him in
boodling other people. I maintain ihat
the faet of building this line at the pre-
sent time will not only assist him very
greatly, much in excess of anything he
deserves, in inereasing the market value
of his property, but also there 18 a danger
of its a=sisting in putting other wild eats
on the market. The member for Yilgarn
langhs generously, but he will know that
the Bullfinell Proprietary Company is al-
ready floated, and that wild eats have heen
floated as well, and that there are other
wild cats that are not yet floated. We
were speaking of banquets a little while
ago. T remember another proposition
brought forward hy AMr. Darlington Sump-
sou. a well known man in the nining
world, when they tried to lead me into
exactly the same position as the present
one. I was a young fellow and only jusi
returned as a member of Parliament, when
M. Simpson sent two gentlemen to ask
me to come to a banquet. T went down
to the Esplanade Hotel beecause they
stated that they wanted to talk about il -
distriet T vepresented, and there was a
champagne dinner, and afterwards, wuen
everything was primed up, there was a
eertain proposition made to me in con-
nection with the railway.

The Minister for Mines: You tuld me
it was at the Weld Club,

Mr, HOLMAN : No, it was not. 1 have
been there and seen the Chinamen with
the Minister for Mines as well, This wae
af the Esplanade Hotel. They wanted w0
get a railway line to boost np the value
of the Peak Hill mine on the market. I
was not satisfled, even at that time, that
Peak Hill warranted a railway, and I was
not satisfied with the proposition. T told
Mr. Simpson that if he wanted a railway
or any other propesition in my dist-ier
he shounld put the proposal in writing, He
did so, and I replied. Afterwards he sent
a lefter through the lawyer of the pro-
perty saying that if T did not take the
matter up they would get some other
membey to do it. T told them to do so.
They wanted to boost up the Peak Hill
district just the same as is now desired
for the Bullfinch distriet,

The Minister for Mines: You eame to
me.

{ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, I went to see the
Minister for Mines and explained the
whole position to him. I was a young
member, and I went to the leader of my
party, and to other members of the party,
because T realised the danger of having
anything to do with men like that. T am
anly sorry the Minister for Mines did not
come to me when he was interviewed by
Mr. Kaufmann and others. I am always
one of those who attack propositions
which tend to prevent people from cettine
a fair go. I eould have given the Mini-
ster for Mines some information on those
oceasions that would have prevented a
great deal of harm being done to Western
Australia. 1t is not my desire to oppose
the construction of this railway line, but
I strongly object to the expenditure of
this amount of money when there are
other places in Western Awustralia that
cannot receive any consideration. Take,
for instance, the Cue goldfield. Tt is a
goldfield that bas produced many thou-
sands of ounces of pold, but now they
want a few thousand pounds to go in for~
a system of homing, and I am dounbtfnl
whether the Minister for Mines will give
them anv consideration. They require a
State battery. Had Cue had a State bat-
tery some years ago, instead of the de-
partment pandering so much to private
enterprise, it would have saved Cue and
kept a large mining populatien there. But
not only need Cue be mentioned; there
are scores of other places in Western Aus-
tralia which, with a fair amount of as-
sistance and encouragement, would return
and develop much hetter propositions than
anything ontside the Bullfinch mine in thaé
centre. Again, we have the member for
Beverley, who has told the country time
after time that mining is going down,
that it is——

Mr. Harper:
diminishing asset.

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member is not in order in interjecting
out of his seat,

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member said
considerably more than that, In faet
he condemned the whole mining industry
in Western Australia simply because they
placed him at his trne value when he stood
for the Senate.

No. T said it was =
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Mr. Collier: He said that after five or
six years there would be no goldfields.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is worse; yet the
hon. member in spite of the fact——

Mr. Harper: I did not say anything of
the kind. I said there would be fewer
people on the goldfields then there are to-
day.

Mr. HOLMAN: I happened to hear the
hon. member returning thanks after he
was defeated for the Senate, and tbhere
were several other members who heard
him make the same remarks. They were
practically published, although the state-
ment was not put in the Press in full. A
more damaging statement coming from a
supposed-mining man, one who had made
his fortune out of the mines, could not be
fonnd. It did more damage to the mining
industry in Western Australia than even
some of the actions of the Minister for
Mines, and that is saying a great deal.

The Minister for Mines: Why de¢ you
pot deal with the Bill?

Mr. HOL.MAN: I am dealing with the
Bill by drawing attention to the support
the Minister is getling for this measure.
Although the member for Beverley said
there would be no mining fields in West-
tern Australia in a few years’ time he
is preprared to blindly support this Bill.

Mr. Harper: 1 repudiate that state-
ment. T did not say that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the
member for Beverley takes exeeption fo
the remarks the hon. member must with-
draw.

Mr. HOLMAN: The hon. member does
not take exception to them, he repudiates
them. I am pleased the hon. member ad-
mits he was wrong and is prepared to re-
pudiate the statement.

Mr. Harper: I did not make it. Why
do vou not deal with the subjeet von are
up to speak on?

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HOIMAN: Deal with what?

Mr. Harper: Deal with the railway.

Mr. HOLMAN: T am dealing with the
railway. I desire to point out that it is
a grave mistake for the Government to
foree this Bill through the House on the
first night it is introdueed, without giving
members the opportunity to get inform-
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ation, or without even supplying the in-
formation to members. As has been said
before, the first time this railway was
mooted was less than a week ago. It had
ot been dealt with by Cabinet a week
ago. It had not been before the country
at alL No request has ever been made for
this railway publicly from the Bullfinch,
and they never anticipated they were
going to get a railway.

Mr. Scaddan: They did in the Palaee
Hotel,

Mr, HOLMAN : Tt is not the only rail-
way dealt with in the Palace hotel; and
in all probability, unless there is a change
in Government, it will not be the last.

Mr. Angwin: Will that make any dif-
ference?

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not think so.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must get on to the subject.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is a great mistake
to try io foree this measure throngh at
less than a week’s notice. The railway
was not mooted a week ago from to-day,
yet we have the Government sbsolutely
refusing an adjournment of the debate to
give members the opportunity (o get in-
formation. All the Minister for Works
stated was that he bad no information to
give, beeanse a proposal like this did not
require much information at all.  That
is all the information we have had. We
are to take it for granted that, because a
Minister makes a few statements like {hat,
the railway should be built, when there is
praetically only one man in the country
at the present time who will benefit by
the construction of the railway.

The Minister for Works: Is that why
you are opposing the railway?

Mr. HOLMAN: No. T am opposing it
at the present time because——

Mr. Draper interjected.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HOLMAN: We are aware that
the member for West Perth always takes
up the endgels on behalf of the Govern-
ment. The reason I take exeeption to the
haste which is being displaved onver the
matter is that beeanse I consider an op-
portunity should be given those who are
investing money here to get more infor-
mation so that they might have a hetter
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run for whatever they may invest. If
the matter is pushed forward too hur-
riedly the information which will be
supplied will be by no weans satisfactory.
What has been supplied is absolntely use-
less; in faet it cannot be ealled informa-
tion at all. The Minister for Mines, who
was up there only about a week ago,
stated it was not his intention to recowm-
mend the construction of a railway line
for some time at any rate, and when an
adjournmment of the debate was asked for
early in the evening it should have been
allowed in order to emphasise that there
was no need to hurry the thing through
at one sitting, Last night the Govern-
ment were treated to a great dinner—one
of the best dinners of its kind, so we are
told—given by the person who s going
to benefit by the construetion of this rail-
way.

Mr. Scaddan: I never heard of a
Ministry being used to such an extent be-
fore.

Mr. HOLMAN: He who gave the
dinner could not even wait a respectable
time; al any rvate he might have waited
until some progress had been made, but
before the second reading of the Bill was
passed and knowing what he who is so
largely interesied, was going to gain,
splashed out so as to use the pledges of
some of the Ministers at that banquet to
further his own interests. I objeet 1o
members of the Government being made
use of in- that way. 1 am satisfied that
the comstruction of this railway line at
the present juncture will do more harm
to Western Australia than good, and that
it will have the atter effect of preventing
eapital from ecoming to Western Austra-
lia, and it will have the same effect as
the frands which were perpetrated at
Phillips River, Peak Hill, and Fake Way,
and scores of other swindles known
to the State. and which have bheen
aided and abetted hy responsible men in
power. We know too that Governors
have in the past been used to boost pro-
perties, and that Ministers have been
used in the same direetion. T am sorry
indeed that with alt the information and
details of the past whieh are in our posses-
sion. the same nse can bhe made to-day of
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Ministers to further the ends of those
wlio desire to advance their own interests.

[Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): We have just had 2
speech from the hon. member for Mur-
chison which is quite charactevistic of
him. Time after time he rises in this
Chamber simply for the purpose of in-
sulting others, and to do nothing else
than 1o throw mud all ronnd the Cham-
her,

Mr. Uolnan: The facts of the case
with regard to the Philips River were
pretty true.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mem-
bers on the opposite side of the House
ought to be ashamed to sit alongside the
member for Murchison. It is a shame $o
find that time after time these misrepre-
sentations are being made by him,

Mr. Holman: Yon eannot point to
one.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In
connection with the construction of this
railway 1 have no intention to go back
into the past. It is not neeessary to do
so here. I am quite prepared to do that
on the publie plaiform.

Mr. O'Loghlen: As you did at Men-
zies. You ought to be ashamed of your
speech up there.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
shall do it outside, and T shall be pre-
pared to take all the responsibility for it.
‘With regard to the proposition before the
House I cannot understand the heat
which has been thrown inte the debate.
Surely hon. members are not going {vo
infer becanse some of the Ministers par-
took of the hospitality of Mr. Doo-
leite last night that the object of the
Government in bringing forward this Bill
is to ereate some special benefit for him?

AMr., Johnson: Why the undue haste?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no undue haste.

Mr. Holman: It was not thonght of &
week ago.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t
there were any opposition to the con-
struetion of the line T evuld understand
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the ‘heat whieh is being thrown into this
debate, but all the members who have
spoken bave esxpressed their intention
to support the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. Seaddan: Tt is due to the House
to get all the facts before they pass the
Ineasure.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Bill is a short one for the construction
of a small line of railway, and the Min-
jster for Works has pointed cut that even
should the field not prove to be a snccess
the profit which will be made in Lhe
earlier portion of its existence will repay
any losses that might oceur subseguently.

Mx. Holman: [Look at the harm it will
do in the meantime.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
conntry will be able to get along without
assistance from the hon. member. [n
connection with some of the statements
wiieh I am reported to have made at
Soathern Cross, T wonld like to make a
slight correetion. The matter is of little
moment, but I think hon. members might
follow me when I state that in making

a speech up there I explained that three
Ministers were asked to visit the field and

to make a report to the Governmenf as
to the action that should ke taken with
regard to the construetion of this line.
It is hardly likely that I shounld make a
distinet and definite statement that ‘he
rallway would not be eonstructed. I may
say the member for Yilgarn who was
present will bear me out. 1 pointed out
that as far as the water supply was con-
cerned, that had been determined before
we left Perth, and that they could rest
assured that the Government wounld ecou-
struet a pipe line to the Bullfinch, and
that the only question we had fo consider
was what would be the average daily con-
sumption. As far as the railway was
concerned, I pointed cut it would be vur
duty to report to Cabinet, and I said that
to my mind it would he better to wait
a little time until farther development
work had been proceeded with, and hon.
members will admit that was a eorreet
statement to make there hecanse I wanted
to impress upon those people that every
effort should be made to proceed with
development work so as to give the (fov-
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erbment greater incentive to construct the
line. When we refurned to Perth and
reported what we had seen there we drew
attention to the wealth of the distriet to
the north of Southern Cross, and referred
to the great necessity there was for cheap
means of communiestion to those large
low-grade propositions to the south of
Southern Cross, and I hope that the time
is not far distant when we shall be able
to construct a line also to those places
which ave eapable of ecarrying a large
population, so as to enable economiec
mining to be carried on, and also to af-
ford greater facilities than they have had
in the past.

Mr. Seaddan: There are plenty of
goldfields von ean give railway eommnni-
cation to.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Kalgoorlie Miner declares the people on
the woldfields have to depend upon the
Premier who represents o coastal seat,
and upon the Minister tor Works who
represents the metropolitan area for Lheir
requirements, and that newspaper adds
that these Ministers are the friends of
the goldtields, while the three Ministers
representing the goldfields distriets are
enemies of the goldfields.

Mr. Seaddan: Hear, hear,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:; Ap-
parently the hon. member is going to op-
pose this Bill. If he does so I will not
attribute any wrong motive to him.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Were you correctly re-
porvted at Menzies {wo months ago?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
wag an exceedingly good report and T felt
very pleased when I read it. Some five
miles out there are envrmous deposits
which many years ago were opened up
and worked. and abandoned, and onlyv
recentfy have been again started. A pui-
vate erushing mill has heen erected
alongside these shows, and the other day
a very rieh find was reported from theve.
But the grealest discovery. from a rail-
way stapdpoint, has been the Corinthian
and the Corinthian North. There is an
enprmous body of ore up there. T do not
know of any instance in Western Ans-
tralia of sueh rapid development work
an virgin properties. I know nothing of
the values. but from the repmts T have
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received both the Corinthian and the
Corinthian North carry payable valunes.
It will be necessary to put large plants
upon them, and they will carry a large
population. At the Corinthian three
lodes have heen found to exist, and to
the North-West of this discovery some
new finds have been reported. So far
as the Bullfineh is concerned certainly
there is only one mine in which any
large amount of development work has
been done. Some 1,200 leases or more
are pegged ont, and in instances some
work has been done; but in very few in-
stances have any titles been given to the
people who have the leases, so we
could not expeet mueh work to have been
done. However, we know there is a total
amount of from £200,000 to £300,000 pro-
vided for working on these leases, and
the money will certainly be expended in
development, and large numbers of men
must be put on for the purpose of thor-
oughly prospecting the ventures. A
township will follow the sale that took
place the other day, and until the Bull-
finch people have put up their own plant
gome 500 tons of ore per month will be
sent to Kalgoorlie for treatment.

Mr. Collier: For how long?

The MINISTFKR FOR MINES: Only
until thev get their own plant.

Mr. Collier: If thev have faith in their
mine they will eet the plant as soon as
possible.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It does
not follow; they may want to develop
the mine to a eouple of hundred feet to
he quite certain of the elass of plant
they require. No walls have heen dis-
covered, and there are five or six Indes
proved to run through that prepesition.
So it mav be necessarv for them to earry
on much greater development work than
usnal before determining the nature and
capacity of the plant they will instal.
Hence it may be some time before they
proceed with the erection of the mill.
and in the meantime thev have leased
a plant at Kalgoorlie for six months, and
it is possihle they will give ns that 500
tons per month. Then there iz the ques-
tion of machinery going out. The Minis-
ter for Works says it is propnsed to
make the charges on this line for the
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first six months ordinary contractors’
charges, or 4d. per ton per mile on all
goods. We recognise there is a specu-
lative business risk in the construetion
of this line, and we are prepared to run
out the pipe line and ask the House to
anthorise the construetion of this rail-
way on the scove that even if this mine
turned out a failare and we had to pull
the rails up again, the profit made in
the meanfime in connection with the line
would amply repay the State for the
work done. But from what I have seen
of the district I feel quite satisfied that
instead of having to pull up those rails
we will not only have to extend the rail-
way South so far as the Great Vietoria
mine but farther North, where, in all
probability, new discoveries will be made,
and the question will be the extension of
the line still further North to open up
the mining resources of the State.
Mr. DRAPER (West Perth): When
I came into the Chamber to listen to the

_debate I had a perfectly open mind in

regard to the railway. The arguments I
have heard certainly do not tend to the
justification of the building of that line
at the present time. It is not that there
are several mines situated 20 miles from
Southern Cross avhieh require a railway
in order to put them into a profitable
state of development. That is not the
reason why this line is to be huilt. It is
admitted by speakers on hoth sides of
the House that there is at Jeast one mine
there, hnt the state of development of
that mine has not heen laid hefore the
House, and personally I am entirely ie-
norant as to how far the development
of that mine tends to show what the
permaneney of the mine will be. But
T can recollect other mines in the State
which have been said to be the richest
in the world, which have been called
“jewellers’ shops,’’ and which in one
case was said to be a blaze of gold. None
of these mines are in existence to-day.
Tet me remind the House of the Lon-
donderry, It goes back a long way, but
I can remember the flaming reports in the
newspapers about the .extraordinarily
rieh finds in the Londonderry. 8o glow-
ine were those reports, and so prosperons
the early histery of the mine that in a
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very short period it was floated in Lon-
don for £700,000. Within 12 months of
that eommpany commencing operations it
was rvecoguised on all hands that the
mine was a mserable failure. That is
not the only instance we have of one
wine said fo be the best in the world, or
the richest n the State, proving a failure.
Hon. members must reeollect the Wealth
of Nations. it would be amusing to per-
use the reports in the newspapers whiel
were published when that mine was first
diseovered, a mine whieh, I think, was
sold for £100,000. That mine never justi-
fied in the slighiest degree the anticipa-
tions of its success. Coming to more re-
cent times, members will recolleet the
Queen of the Earth at Yerilla. That,
again, was deseribed as extremely rieh;
in faet, it was said that the gold could
be seen in the ore as though it was moss
growing on a rock. AMN these mines, said
to be extremdly rich and with the most
prosperons future, have petered out. They
are isolated instances, and if a railway
had been built to each one of those mines
it must have proved an undounbted fail-
ure. -Are we any better off to-day in
building a railway to this one mine
called the Bullfinch than we wounld have
been if the Gevernment had built & line
to the Londonderry or the Queen of the
Earth or the Wealth of Nations years
ago? 1t is siated here that this mine is
extremely rich; and that therefore so
far as this mine 1s concerned it is quite
unneeessary to build a railway, but that
we have to consider the mining indusiry.
We know, too, that the discovery of this
mine has given an immense incentive to
prospecting in the neighbourhood. Pros-
peeting parties are out in all directions
and it is probable that other mines, let
us hope of 2 permanent nature, will be
discovered and in a short time, I ven-
ture to think, we shall be in a munch
better position to know where the rail-
way is to go than we are now. If in-
formation had been laid hefore this
House to-night showing that there was
an immediate necessity for the bunilding
of the railway to this one mine, a neces-
sity not as regards this one mine but
as regards the mining industry, T would
gladly have supported it, but T regret
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that information of that character has
not been fortheoming. The time may
come when it will be necessary to build
ihis railway; if so, I ean only hope that
the House will pass the line immediately,
but at the preseut time, if we are going
to build the railway to the one mine,
there are very likely other mines in the
State which can make an equal elaim.
What is the justification put forward by
the Government for the line? Not ex-
penditure of money for the development
of the State, but expenditure merely on
the basis of a commercial speeulation.
We have enough work to do in this State
out of borrowed funds in the direction
of developing our resources, We have
more than we can manage and at the
present time we are not justified in bor-
rowing noney to indulge in works that
are put before the House merely as com-
mercial specalations,

On motion by M.
journed.

Troy debate ad-

The House adjourned at 11,14 p.m.

Pain.

Mr. Eeenan - | Mr. Davies.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.



